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Purpose:   
Students will create clay relief plates or tiles, which are combinations of unique textural ceramic 
forms and colorful nontraditional approaches to pattern/decoration.  Students can use any of the 
following: 
 1. “change” through themes such as fantasy or dream worlds,  
2. science or social studies concepts, or  
3. favorite poems or stories,  
to add interest to their three-dimensional hand-carved plates.  Once the plates are kiln-fired 
(unless air dry clay is used) and painted black, students will finish their clay pieces using metallic 
acrylic paint/finishes.  In addition student will learn appropriate vocabulary concerning clay and 
ceramic work. 
 
Standards Addressed Within Complete Unit: 
Missouri Standards: 
PP.2.A.6.a 
Create a relief artwork by joining two or more surfaces (e.g., natural or manufactured 
clays, paper pulp, cardboard, found materials) 
EP.1.D.6.a 
Identify and use real/actual texture 
EP.2.C.6.a 
Identify and use shape, line, and size contrast 
AP.2.A.6.a 
Identify the type of artwork (e.g., painting, drawing, print, sculpture) 
AP.2.A.6.b 
Identify and explain symbolism or message communicated in an artwork 
HC.1.B.6.c 
Compare and contrast two artworks on: subject matter. 
 
Common Core: 
6.L.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 
6-8.WHST.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.) 
 
National Core Art Standards: 
VA:Cr1 
Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 
VA:Cr2 
Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 
VA:Cr3 
Refine and complete artistic work. 



VA:Cr2.1.6a 
Demonstrate openness in trying new ideas, materials, methods, and approaches in 
making works of art and design. 
VA:Cr2.2.6a 
Explain environmental implications of conservation, care, and clean-up of art materials, 
tools, and equipment. 
VA:Cr3.1.6a 
Reflect on whether personal artwork conveys the intended meaning and revise 
accordingly. 
VA:Re8 
Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work. 
VA:Re8.1.6a 
Interpret art by distinguishing between relevant and non-relevant contextual information 
and analyzing subject matter, characteristics of form and structure, and use of media to 
identify ideas and mood conveyed. 
 
Lesson Objectives:  The student will: 

a. Develop vocabulary appropriate to clay and ceramic processes.  
b. Develop ideas for artwork based upon a topic (This topic may change to address 

Standards, gles & MAP needs, as well as cross-curricular themes). 
c. Create a relief clay plate/tile emphasizing the use of texture and pattern.  

 
Grade Level Range: 6-8 
 
Materials and Resources Needed: 

• Performance Task Packet which contains: 
-Student prompt and scoring guide 
-Project design checklist 
-Visual imagery vocabulary and idea        
  Worksheet 

• Visual File for ideas (Virtual or Actual) 
• 12”x12” white paper 
• Pencils 
• Some type of round/tile templates (i.e. paper plates if round) 
• Plastic bags (we get them from the cafeteria!) 
• Low fire Terra cotta with grog or raku clay 
• Old towels (students bring them in) 
• Containers for slip and vinegar mixture 
• Clay tools and texture samples if available 
• paper clips 
• Rolling pins (or plastic pipes) 
• Brushes and sponges 
• Black paint 
• Metallic paint (Walmart...good way to use scraps) 
• Kiln (or you can use airdry clay 

 
Time Needed for Event: 6-7 Class Periods 
 
Pre-assessment Instructions: clay safety quiz if applicable 
 
 



Instructions for Administration: 
Part One: 

1. Explain to students that they are going to create a non-functional piece of 
pottery based upon a school appropriate theme.  Explain that they will be 
responsible for knowledge of proper vocabulary and processes.  

2. Introduce information on visual imagery.  Discuss how to develop ideas 
showing their knowledge of their theme.  

3. Show examples of drawings based upon various themes and pictures of 
finished pieces.   

4. Refer students to guidelines/checklist. Review guidelines/checklist with 
students. (See attached.) 

5. Emphasize with students that this project will take several days to finish! 
6. Present students with general information about clay and clay processes.  
7. Demonstrate design/construction process . 
8. Check for student understanding. 
9. Give students a sheet of drawing paper measuring at least 12 x 12. Have the 

students draw a simplified subject. Make sure students use the entire piece of 
paper from edge to edge.  Stress the inclusion of varied textures and patterns, 
either real or imagined. 

10. Remind students to use their checklist to make sure they have included all 
required components. They should bring this drawing with them to class next 
session.  Allow time for independent practice. 

Part Two:  

1. After the drawing is complete, have students center a paper plate over 
what they feel is the most important part of their drawing.  Trace a circle 
using the paper plate.  This will create a pattern for their relief plate.  
Students should trace an additional blank pattern/template for cutting out 
the clay plate. Students should review checklist to make sure they have 
all required components within the drawing…adding if necessary. 

2. Have students roll out clay into a ½" to ¾" thick slab of clay. Make sure 
it is even in thickness throughout the slab.  

3. Take the blank pattern/template and place on top of the clay. Use a tool, 
cut this size shape out of the clay.   

4. Place the contour drawings over the clay and using a “burnt out ink pen 
to gently trace the drawing onto the clay.   

5.  Store work on  in a bag, making sure not to stack the plates on top of 
each other. Do not add a damp cloth, clay should become somewhat set 
up (almost leather hard) to allow easier carving the next day.  

Part Three & Four: 

1.  The next day students begin subtracting or adding (appliqué) textured 
and nontextured pieces of clay according to their drawing to create a 
three-dimensional look in clay. The use of a vinegar/water mixture 
applied to the back of crosshatched appliqué pieces will provide nice 
adhesion. Use of texture and changing patterns should be stressed.  Each 



section of the original drawing is added to the plate. Incomplete work 
must be stored in plastic bags. 

2. When carving and subtraction is complete, have students review 
checklist to see if they have forgotten any components. Allow plates to 
dry.  

3. Once dry, fire plates on a slow bisque. (Drying time will usually be one 
to two days out of the bag.  Depending on the weather, drying time may 
vary.)   

Part Five: 

1. Take bisque fired plates and clean plates of any loose debris.  
2. Spray paint or paint front and back of each plate with the black 

paint. Allow paint to dry. 

Part Six & Seven: 

1. Apply metallic using a cotton swab or paint brush, following the 
directions on the paint, to areas of the sculpture making sure students 
are aware of the foreground and background. Students should be 
encouraged to leave some black showing to add depth. Blending 
colors and developing shaded areas using varied colors adds to the 
success level of the piece.  

2. Once projects are completed, students should complete checklists 
and self-evaluations.  Finished labeled pieces should be turned in 
along with completed checklists and self-evaluations. 

Visual Imagery Plates 
 
Student Prompt: 
 
What was the concept you were addressing?  What visual images come to mind?  Can you create 
a picture using those images? Can you imagine how they might feel if you could reach out and 
touch them if you were to carve them in clay? What would their textures be? 
 
Your project is to design and create a clay relief plate, which emphasizes the use of texture and 
these concepts. 
You are to use these themes, to create three-dimensional relief hand carved and painted plates. 
 
The project design checklist, visual imagery vocabulary/idea worksheet and class demonstrations 
will provide information needed to complete this project.  (Checklists, worksheets, and 
demonstration notes should be completed and placed in art folders.) 
 
Completed projects should represent your best workmanship, design exploration, and creativity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Project Checklist: 
 
The following items must be included within your design.  Check regularly to make sure you 
have included them in each phase of your project.  Write yes or no under each of the appropriate 
columns. 
 
Required    Included within the 
Item    Design Unfired Piece Finished Piece 
Background 
Foreground 
Middle ground 
Objects of varied  
size 
Overlapping 
Shapes 
Pattern/Texture 
Use of concept and imagery 
Objects extend 
off the Plate 
Portrays Pattern 
 
Important notes or questions: 
 
 

Visual Imagery Plate Project 
Vocabulary and Design Worksheet 

 
Vocabulary: 

a. clay   g. fantasy 
b. ceramic  h. foreground 
c. carved   i. middle ground 
d. incised   j. background 
e. texture   k. pattern 
f.    design   l. cross hatching 

 
 
Design Ideas:   
Can’t seem to “get” an image?  Use the following questions about your story, poem, concept, or 
dream to help you.  Once the blanks are full, you will have a better idea what to draw! 
  Main ideas (Think your topic)____________________________ 
  Main Images__________________________ 
  Supporting Images_____________________ 
  Colors_______________________________ 
  Textures_____________________________ 
  Patterns_____________________________ 
Use a seperate piece of paper to sketch ideas for your project. 
 



 

Scoring Guide 

Name ______________________________    Hour____________ 
Name of Clay piece__________________________________________ 
(5pts deducted if the top portion is not filled out entirely) 

Visual Imagery Plates 

See Attached: (Tape this page to the back of your project when turning it in.) 

Visual Imagery Plates 

  Pts. 
Possible 

Student 
Pts. 

Teacher 
Pts. 

Participation/time on task 10     

Subject Matter Represents Visual Imagery 
(Story, concept etc.) 20     

Construction, Seams, Form 20     

Elements of Art and Principles of Design 20     

Craftsmanship 10     

Use of checklist 10     

Questions Answered Below 10     

Total Points 100     

 

 

Artist Reflection: Answer the following questions using complete sentences.  
Make sure you are using the proper art terminology. Please use a seperate 
piece of paper. 

1.  Describe your project (use vocabulary from unit) and the reasons for your choice 
of imagery.  

2. Was this project more difficult or easier to construct than others? Tell 
why or why not. 

3. If you were to do this project again, what would you do differently?  
4. Successes??? 

 

 



Examples: 

  



 


