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WHAT’S THE “BIG IDEA”? 



 How have artists investigated the idea of 
transformation in the past? 

 What objects can you imagine transforming? 
 How does working with collaboratively transform the 

making process? 
 How does changing the size of something affect the 

meaning/purpose of the object? 
 How does changing the size of a common object 

change your perception of that object when seen in 
everyday life? 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS… 



 I create a powerpoint with tons of examples of 
Claes Oldenburg’s artwork with a little history 
thrown in. 

 KIDS LOVE IT!!!! 
 Take them to website below! It’s made just for 

kiddos!    
 http://whitney.org/ForKids/Collection/

ClaesOldenburg    
 Discuss what materials it looks like he used. 

INTRODUCING THE IDEA TO THE KIDDOS 











 What is something that is unique to our 
culture that would be really interesting if we 
changed the scale? 

 What are objects you work with every day that 
fit in the palm of your hand? 

GETTING STARTED… 



  IMPROV. IT!   
 Get in a group of 4ish and list the top 10 items you would 

like to transform if you could… 
 Now, narrow that down to  the top 3 
 We will list these on the board and vote 
 End result: Choose as many projects as you need for  your 

class with about 3 or 4 per group.  
 The students choose to work on the project of their 

choice. 
  It needs to be a closed form (because of time constraint) 
 THE MINUTE TO MONUMENTAL OR VICE VERSA….. 
 TRANSFORM THE LESSON TO WHAT YOU NEED! 

COLLABORATIVE WORK… 



 DRAWING 
 ADD COLOR 
 LIST OF MATERIALS 
 CHECK IN WITH TEACHER 
 IF WE DON’T HAVE CERTAN MATERIALS, 

WHAT CAN WE USE TO IMPROVISE? 

PRE-THINKING & PLANNING 



STUDENT PRE-THINKING/PLANNING 



 LET THE KIDS DECIDE!!! 
 Or, if you have space constraints, give them 

prompts to decide themselves.  
 The hallways, art shows, buildings around 

town? 
 Have each collaborative group write an artist 

statement about their piece to put on display. 
 They THRIVE on being famous for a while, so 

photos are a MUST! 

HOW DID WE DISPLAY THEM? 



STUDENT OUTCOMES 





STUDENT PRE-THINKING/PLANNING 









  Butcher Paper 
  Hot Glue 
  Large Boxes 
  Glue  
  Scissors 
  Balloons 
  Fabric 
  Saran Wrap  
  Aluminum Foil 
  TONS AND TONS OF NEWSPAPER (STUFFING) 
  Beautiful little brains to come up with beautiful big ideas!!!! 

MATERIALS NEEDED… 



  http://oldenburgvanbruggen.com/largescaleprojects 
  http://whitney.org/ForKids/Collection/ClaesOldenburg 
  http://www.moma.org/interactives/exhibitions/2013/

oldenburg/ 

RESOURCES 


