
Watercolor 
Dragons 

5th Grade Color Wheel Project 



Color Wheel 



Color Groups 
•  Primary Colors:	  	  Red,	  Yellow,	  Blue	  
•  Secondary Colors:	  	  Orange,	  Green,	  Violet	  
•  Intermediate Colors:	  	  Red-‐Orange,	  	  
Yellow-‐Orange,	  Red-‐Violet,	  Blue-‐Violet,	  	  
Blue-‐Green,	  Yellow-‐Green	  

•  Complimentary Colors:	  Red	  &	  Green,	  
Orange	  &	  Blue,	  Yellow	  &	  Violet	  

•  Neutral Colors:	  	  Brown,	  Black,	  Gray,	  White	  
•  Warm Colors:	  	  Red,	  Yellow,	  Orange	  
•  Cool Colors:	  	  Blue, Green, Violet 



Grade Level Expectations 
•  Mix a variety of hues to create new colors. 
•  Apply layers of watercolor paint from lightest to darkest colors. 
•  Identify and use contour lines. 
•  Identify and use implied/simulated textures 
•  Identify and use intermediate and neutral colors. 
•  Identify the arrangement of colors on the color wheel. 
•  Identify and use relative size. 
•  Discuss and develop answers to questions about art: Who 

decides what makes an artwork special, valuable, good? 
•  Describe the use of the following in artworks:  Contour lines; 

illusion of form; implied/simulated textures; color; contrast. 
•  Identify works of art from United States and Europe. 
•  Compare and contrast two works of art on:  Subject Matter, 

use of elements, theme, purpose, use of materials. 



Directions 
•  Complete color wheel correctly, using crayons or colored 

pencils. 
•  Design a dragon on white drawing paper. Practice several 

styles. Begin with the head first, then add the body; include 
wings, legs, and tail. 

•  Make sure to include scales in the body. The scales should be 
no smaller then your thumb and you should have at least 24 
scales. 

•  Check with teacher. Transfer dragon drawing to watercolor 
paper. When done, trace pencil lines with a dark colored glitter 
crayon. Make sure your name and teacher code appears in a 
corner. 

•  Begin painting, using watercolor paints. Start with a point on 
the color wheel and continue filling in the scales until you have 
gone through the color wheel at least 2 times.  

•  Leave the background area white. 
•  Finish, by painting the other details of the dragon any colors 

you choose. 



Make sure dragon fills 
up the whole space. It 
should almost touch the 
edges of the paper. 

The scales should be 
as big as your thumb 
print. 
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When you are 
finished, you will 
glue/mount the 
image to a black 
piece of paper, 
framing the 
image for 
display! 


