
Globally STRONG Culture Fair Project 2015 
Visual Arts Department 
 
You will (alone or with one partner) conduct research about a specific cultural group.  You will 
design and construct an educational booth which will be displayed at this year’s culture fair on 
March 19th.   

• The booth should be colorful, engaging and educational.  Include maps, charts, paintings, 
drawings, photographs, printouts and other interesting visual media.  Slideshows, 
PowerPoints and videos would be excellent. There are cardboard displays and scrap 
foam-board in storage.  These can be recycled for this purpose.  Your finished displays 
should probably be stored at home until March.  If this is not possible, store them in the 
art office.   

• Make sure your lettering is neat and the captions easy to read from a distance of 10-20 
feet.   

• You should make between one and three artifact replicas and/or other relevant art to be 
displayed with your booth.  You may use any art media available to you for this purpose.   

• You should also consider adding some kind of activity at your booth such as cultural food 
samples, a game, music, or an art and craft activity.  

• Your booth should be designed to engage learners of all ages, from Kindergarten through 
the 12th grade.   

• If you work with a partner, your booth should reflect twice as much effort, ingenuity and 
work.  Each partner will be evaluated only based on what they individually contributed.   

• We have students with many different cultural backgrounds right here at LHS.  If 
possible, consult classmates and involve them as “experts” in your research project.  If it 
helps motivate, this could earn you and them a full day out of school on March 19!  

• This project will be the major factor which determines your 3rd quarter grade!!!  This 
means your work should reflect 8-12 weeks of hard work!   

• Consult Mrs. Barker, Mr. Adams, Mr. Maxwell, Mrs. Oursbourn and Mrs. Hasty for help 
with this extensive project. 

• http://www.lebanon.k12.mo.us/lhs/clubs/international/default.htm  check this site to see 
photographs of the 2002 and 2004 diversity fair.  This may be an excellent place to get 
ideas for your work!  Consult LHS International Club’s Facebook page and look through 
the “Tour of the Globe” album which features a similar event at Missouri State 
University.  Consult Lebanon High School Visual Art Department’s Facebook page for 
more ideas. 

• ebarker@lebanon.k12.mo.us eadams@lebanon.k12.mo.us; 
qmaxwell@lebanon.k12.mo.us; soursbourn@lebanon.k12.mo.us 
shasty@lebanon.k12.mo.us   If you have a school google account, place your research in 
the Google Drive and share it with your teachers.  This is a great way to get help with 
editing, and to ensure that hard work will not be accidentally lost!     

 
 
Your display should include a research paper in MLA format which answers the following 
questions.  The paper should be at least 2 pages long with at least three sources of information in 
the Works Cited page.  Each student is individually responsible for turning in their own research 
paper, so if you are working with a partner, divide the questions and be extra thorough in your 
responses!  Use the information from your research to construct visuals for your booth.  Material 
can be in written form, but be sure to use lots of pictures, maps, graphs, etc. 
 



1. Where did this culture live?    
a. What continent(s)? 

 
b. What ancient or modern country or region? 

 
c. Describe the land.  Name major mountain ranges, bodies of water and other major 

natural features. 
 

d. Describe the climate.  Is it hot, cold or seasonal?  What is the annual rainfall? 
 

2. When did this culture live?  Give a range of years.  Has your culture continued into the 
21st century or did it radically change or die off at some point in history?     You may 
want to narrow your time period. 

 
 

3.  How did this culture primarily support themselves?   
a.  Did they (or do they) grow crops or raise animals?   Describe 
 
b. Did they engage in trade with other civilizations?  What did they trade and who did 

they do business with? 
 

c. Did this civilization frequently make war or conquests on other lands?     
      Describe. 
 

4. What kinds of art objects did these people produce? 
a.  Describe major achievements in architecture, sculpture, painting and other forms of 
art.    What type of art do you see most in your research? 

 
5. Are the art objects from your culture mostly functional (having a practical  
      purpose) or decorative?   Give some examples of each if possible.  (Remember to 
include one to three artifact replicas as part of your display!!) 
 
6. Briefly describe this culture’s religious beliefs. 

a. What or who does this culture worship?  Describe 
b. How do they worship?  (Describe religious rituals like prayers and holiday 

festivals) 
c. Describe the basic beliefs of this religion (or religions) 
d. If your culture has more than one religion, give the percentage of people in each 

faith. 
 

7. What finally caused this culture to disappear (if it did disappear)?  If your culture  
       survives to the present, describe how the people have been affected by events of the      
      20th and 21st centuries.  
 
8. Provide information about the native language and/or writing system of your 

culture. 
 
9. What contributions to civilization in general and American culture specifically come 

from the culture you are studying?  What famous artists, musicians, writers, 
scientists, leaders can you write about?   



LHS Globally Strong Culture Fair 2015 asks that guests adhere to the following guidelines outlined in “A Teacher’s 
Guide to Religion in the Public Schools” published by the First Amendment Center: 

 

• The school’s approach to religion is academic, not devotional. 
• The school strives for student awareness of religions, but does not press for student acceptance of any religion. 
• The school sponsors study about religion, not the practice of religion. 
• The school may expose students to a diversity of religious views, but may not impose any particular view. 
• The school educates about all religions:  it does not promote or denigrate religion. 
• The school informs students about various beliefs;  it does not seek to conform students to any particular belief. 

Educational displays and guest speakers about religion are welcome at the Culture Fair.   Please refrain from distributing 
brochures or other religious literature during the event.  It may be helpful to frequently preface your words with “we (the 
members of your religious organization) believe…”     Thank you for helping to educate our students to be “Globally 
Strong”!   

A Teacher’s Guide to Religion in the Public Schools is published by the First Amendment Center. 

The guide has been endorsed by the following organizations: 

American Association of School Administrators 

American Federation of Teachers 

 American Jewish Committee 

American Jewish Congress 

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs  

Christian Educators Association International 

Christian Legal Society  

Council on Islamic Education 

National Association of Elementary School Principals 

National Association of Evangelicals 

National Association of Secondary School Principals 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

National Council for the Social Studies 

National Education Association 

National PTA 

National School Boards Association 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America 



Artifacts! 
Essential Learner Outcomes 
All students will: 

-cooperate within a group to learn about a specific culture and/or time period. 
-become acquainted with the history of ceramics. 
 

Measurable Learner Objectives 
The students will: 
 -conduct collaborative research on a chosen culture.  (DOK 1,2) 
 -replicate actual historical artifacts using the ceramic medium. (DOK 2,3) 
 -identify ways archaeologists use ceramic artifacts to draw conclusions about 

 sites. (DOK 1) 
 

Process Standards 
1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8 1.9, 1.10, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.7, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 
3.7, 4.1, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7 
   
Learning Activities/Instructional Methods      
    For this assignment (which will last approximately 3-4 weeks) the class will be divided 
into cooperative groups with members designated for research, supplies and a 
presentation.  Each group will choose a specific culture (nation, religion, region, etc.) to 
study.  The research manager will divide the research questions on the next page so that 
each member is responsible for 1-2 questions.  Once the research is complete, the 
manager will photocopy the work so that each member has a completed packet of 
research answering all 7 questions.  Members will be graded INDIVIDUALLY according 
to how much they contributed to the research and for having a completed research packet 
in their sketchbooks.  (Research Packets 50 points) 
 
    After the research is complete, each member will select an artifact from their chosen 
culture to replicate in clay.  All members are expected to work on individual projects, and 
each member must choose a unique artifact from the same culture for replication.  
Choose artifacts that are reasonably difficult and lend themselves well to clay.  
Photocopy artifacts along with research. (Artifact Photocopy 10 points) 
 
    Each member of the group will then use clay to replicate the artifact from that 
particular culture.  Have your research packets and artifact photocopies out alongside 
your work EVERY day!  You may combine any of the handbuilding methods you already 
know.  The piece must be at least 6 inches in height or width. (Artifact  100 points)  
 
     By week #3, each group will present their research findings and artifacts to the rest of 
the class. EVERY member of the group must participate in the presentation.  
(Presentation 20 points)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment 
The student who receives an “A” for this assignment will: 

-cooperate within the group with maximum effort and a positive attitude. 
-bring required material to class every day. 
-create a ceramic artifact replica that: 

  -is 6” or more in height or width. 
  -has excellent craftsmanship (consistent surfaces, ½” thickness, no cracks, 

 etc.). 
  -has lots of details. 
  -looks like the original artifact (as much as the material will allow). 
 
 
 
The student who receives a “B” for this assignment will: 
 -help the group with adequate effort. 
 -bring required material to class almost every day. 
 -create a ceramic artifact replica that: 
  -is 4” or more in height or width. 
  -has good craftsmanship with no more than three minor problems. 
  -has some detail. 
  -resembles the original artifact. 
 
The student who receives a “C” for this assignment will: 
 -help the group with minimal effort. 
 -bring required material to class at least once. 
 -create a ceramic artifact replica that: 
  -is 3” or more in height or width. 
  -may have serious craftsmanship problems. 
  -includes little or no detail. 
  -slightly resembles the original artifact. 
 
Resources 
We will use classroom and library books on various cultures, as well as the internet and 
other reference materials provided by the library.  The video “Caesarea Maritima” will be 
used to illuminate the study of archaeology.   
 
Lesson Notes 
Archaeology:  The science of old things. 
Artifact:  An object made by humans and left behind for future generations to find. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Artifacts  Research Questions  (Divide the questions among members of 
your group.  Answer on separate paper, each member must initial the question(s) he/she 
answered.  Each member must turn a copy of the answers to all the questions.  50 points) 
 

1. Where did this culture live?    
a. What continent(s)? 

 
b. What ancient or modern country or region? 

 
c. Describe the land.  Name major mountain ranges, bodies of water and 

other major natural features. 
 

d. Describe the climate.  Is it hot, cold or seasonal?  What is the annual 
rainfall? 

 
2. When did this culture live?  Give a range of years.  Has your culture continued 

into the 21st century or did it radically change or die off at some point in history?     
You may want to narrow your time period. 

 
3.  How did this culture primarily support themselves?   

a.  Did they (or do they) grow crops or raise animals?   Describe 
 
b. Did they engage in trade with other civilizations?  What did they trade and 

who did they do business with? 
 

c. Did this civilization frequently make war or conquests on other lands?     
      Describe. 
 

4. What kinds of art objects did these people produce? 
a.  Describe major achievements in architecture, sculpture, painting and other 
forms of art.    What type of art do you see most in your research? 

 
5. Are the art objects from your culture mostly functional (having a practical  
      purpose) or decorative?   Give some examples. 
 
6. Briefly describe this culture’s religious beliefs. 

a. What or who does this culture worship?  Describe 
b. How do they worship?  (Describe religious rituals like prayers and holiday 

festivals) 
c. Describe the basic beliefs of this religion (or religions) 
d. If your culture has more than one religion, give the percentage of people in 

each faith. 
 

7. What finally caused this culture to disappear (if it did disappear)?  If your 
culture survives to the present, describe how the people have been affected 
by events of the 20th and 21st centuries.  
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