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WHY COMBINE ART AND 
POETRY?  
  Arts Integration: 
Arts integration is an approach to teaching that integrates the fine and 
performing arts as primary pathways to learning. 

  Brain-based learning: 
Brain-based learning refers to teaching methods, lesson designs, and school 
programs that are based on the latest scientific research about how the brain learns, 
including such factors as cognitive development—how students learn differently as 
they age, grow, and mature socially, emotionally, and cognitively. 

  -http://www.edutopia.org/stw-arts-integration-reform-overview 

  Student engagement 
Cross-curricular 
Common Core 



WHAT IS A FOUND POEM? 

  Found poetry is a type of poetry created by taking words, phrases, and sometimes 
whole passages from other sources and reframing them as poetry by making changes 
in spacing and lines, or by adding or deleting text, thus imparting new meaning. 

  Found poetry is the literary equivalent version of collage. Much like the visual artist 
who combines multiple media (newspaper, feathers, coins, sheet music) into collage 
art, you can do the same with words, pulling concepts and phrasings from various 
sources to create “found” poems. 

  -http://thewritepractice.com/what-is-found-poetry/ 



HELPFUL WEBSITES 
  Why Integrate Arts into the Classroom: 
https://callanrogers.wordpress.com/2011/11/07/why-integrate-the-arts-into-the-classroom-
part-1/ 

  Use Arts Integration to Enhance Common Core 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/core-practices-arts-integration-susan-riley 

  Connecting Poetry and Art 
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/poetry_and_art/ 

  How the Arts Unlock the Door to Learning 
http://www.edutopia.org/stw-arts-integration-reform-overview 

  The Found Poetry Review 
http://www.foundpoetryreview.com/about-found-poetry/ 

  Instructions 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson33/found-poem-
instructions.pdf 



FOUND POEM 
INSTRUCTIONS 

From: Adapted from  
Read Write Think 



FOUND POEM INSTRUCTIONS
  

• You could check to see what students are reading in their other classes and work with 
that teacher to create a cross-curricular project. 

• Review with students what makes a poem, a poem.  You can discuss rhythm, aesthetics 
and structure and tie that into the elements and principals.  Poems can be thought of 
as a “painting in words,” or a “medium for self-expression.” 

• Do you want them to focus on a certain theme? A sensory poem? Try to create a 
Diamante within the text? Focus on alliteration?  

• “A poem helps the mind play with its well-trod patterns of thought, and can even 
help reroute those patterns by making us see the familiar anew.” 
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2013/11/what-is-a-poem/281835/ 

 



• Gather a lot of age appropriate books from other teachers, the library, etc. 

• Have students pick a book or two and read through the text to see what stands out to 
them.  

• Carefully read the text you have chosen, and look for 20-30 words (depending on 
how big the page is) that stand out in the passage. Think of a theme for your poem as 
you read through the text.  Highlight, underline details, words and phrases that you 
find particularly powerful, moving, or interesting.  

• On a separate sheet of paper, make a list of the details, words and phrases you 
underlined, keeping them in the order that you found them.  

• Look back over your list and cut out everything that is dull, or unnecessary, or that just 
doesn’t seem right for a poem about your theme. Try to cut your original list in half. 
You can take out “a,” “the,” “as,” “of.” 

• Make any minor changes necessary to create your poem. You can change punctuation 
and make little changes to the words to make them fit together (such as change the 
tenses, possessives, plurals, and capitalizations).  

• Think about how you want to highlight the words of your poem on your book page.  
Do you want to circle them? Make another shape around them?  Create a shadow?  
How will you direct the viewer from one word to the next?  



EXAMPLES OF FOUND 
POETRY 



MORE EXAMPLES 



MORE EXAMPLES USING 
ZENTANGLES! 



ADAPTATIONS 



Found	Poem	Instructions	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Presented	by:	Amy	Kling	
From	Read	Write	Think	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 St.	Joseph’s	Academy	 	
	 	 	 	 																																																																																																					akling@sja1840.org	

I	adapted	these	a	little	to	make	it	work	for	a	high	school	art	class:	

1.	Carefully	read	the	text	you	have	chosen,	and	look	for	20-30	words	(depending	on	how	big	the	page	is)	that	stand	out	
in	the	passage.	Think	of	a	theme	for	your	poem	as	you	read	through	the	text.		Highlight,	underline	details,	words	and	
phrases	that	you	find	particularly	powerful,	moving,	or	interesting.			

2.	On	a	separate	sheet	of	paper,	make	a	list	of	the	details,	words	and	phrases	you	underlined,	keeping	them	in	the	order	
that	you	found	them.	Double	space	between	lines	so	that	the	lines	are	easy	to	work	with.	Feel	free	to	add	others	that	
you	notice	as	you	go	through	the	prose	piece	again.		

3.	Look	back	over	your	list	and	cut	out	everything	that	is	dull,	or	unnecessary,	or	that	just	doesn’t	seem	right	for	a	poem	
about	your	theme.	Try	to	cut	your	original	list	in	half.	You	can	take	out	“a,”	“the,”	“as,”	“of.”	

4.	As	you	look	over	the	shortened	list,	think	about	the	tone	that	the	details	and	diction	convey.	The	words	should	all	
relate	to	your	theme.	Begin	to	notice	that	you	have	words	and	phrases	that	communicate	a	tone,	feeling,	or	emotion,	or	
set	a	particular	mood.	(Happy,	light,	morose,	dark,	deep,	loneliness,	longing,	etc. 

5.	Make	any	minor	changes	necessary	to	create	your	poem.	You	can	change	punctuation	and	make	little	changes	to	the	
words	to	make	them	fit	together	(such	as	change	the	tenses,	possessives,	plurals,	and	capitalizations).		

6.	Read	back	over	your	edited	draft	one	more	time	and	make	any	deletions	or	minor	changes.		

7.	Check	the	words	and	choose	a	title—is	there	a	better	title	than	“Found	Poem”?		

8.	Think	about	how	you	want	to	highlight	the	words	of	your	poem	on	your	book	page.		Do	you	want	to	circle	them?	
Make	another	shape	around	them?		Create	a	shadow?		How	will	you	direct	the	viewer	from	one	word	to	the	next?		

•	Read	aloud	as	you	arrange	the	words!	Test	the	possible	line	breaks	by	pausing	slightly.	If	it	sounds	good,	it’s	probably	
right.		

•	Arrange	the	words	so	that	they	make	a	rhythm	you	like.		

You	can	space						words			out	so									that	they			are	all						alone	or		
allruntogether.		

•	You	can	also	put		

key	words		

on	lines		

by	themselves.		

•	You	can	shape	the	entire	poem	so	that	it’s	wide	or	tall	or	shaped	like	an	object	(say	a	heart?).		

•	OPTIONAL:	At	the	bottom	of	the	poem,	tell	where	the	words	in	the	poem	came	from.	For	example,	From	“A	kind	word	
goes	a	long	way”	by	Rachel	Yoder,	on	Stories	of	Love	Page	on	The	Mystery	of	Love	Web	Site.	

	


	KlingFoundPoetry
	Found Poem Instructions

