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I. Introduction 
II. Defining Differentiation 
III. Defining HAVAs 
IV. Effective Types of Differentiation 

A) Acceleration 
1. If they ace the pre-test, let them move on to the next unit. 
2. If they already know how to make pinch pots, let them throw on the wheel. 
3. Help secondary students sign up for art courses at the local community college. 
4. Send elementary students to work with the high school art club students. 
5. Once they master use of beginner media, allow them to use more advanced tools or mediums. 

B) Ability Grouping 
1. If two of your students are high ability oil painters, let them work together. 
2. Help them apply to advanced camps, like the Missouri Fine Arts Academy. 
3. Sponsor an art club for your high ability kids. 

C) Mixed ability differentiation 
1. Challenging work does not equal more work. 
2. Utilize online resources, such as Khan Academy. 
3. If they grasp concepts easily *and are willing/excited to help* ask them to work as  
peer tutors. 
4. Develop a separate rubric for scoring your HAVA in an assignment.  For example, if 
the rubric asks students to make three cups in ceramics, you might ask your HAVA to  
make three cups with handles .  You might also ask them to make one cup that incorporates both 
carvings and two types of glazes. 
5. Give them choices, and let them help you develop their own assignment. 
6. Play to their strengths, but also challenge them to broaden their horizons. 

V. Scenarios 
A) You have a fifth grade girl who has shown high ability in drawing.  She just moved to your school 
from California where she attended an elementary magnet school for the arts.  She is very friendly and 
willing to share her skills with classmates, but she can also be a tad bossy.  She often talks about  
missing her friends back in California, and she seems to have not made any friends in her first two  
weeks.  She loves to draw portraits that are very advanced for her age, and she seems very happy to 
talk about the people she draws.  Your fifth graders are currently drawing self-portraits using graphite,  
which is a medium she already has a solid grasp on.  She keeps finishing quickly and then walks  
around critiquing and offering her classmates help.  What do you do? 
 
B) You have an eighth grade boy who has shown high ability in critiquing, interpreting, and  
discussing works of art.  He is also a gifted writer and speaker, and for fun, he often attends 
philosophical lectures at the local university where his father works.  He is very mature for his age, and 
during peer critiques, he often remains silent and watches.  You think he might be afraid that his 
classmates will mock him if he offers advanced opinions, despite the fact that he has clearly formed 
ideas and opinions about the work.  What do you do? 
 
C) You have a tenth grade girl who is taking your Art I course in high school.  She is in your school’s 
gifted and talented program, but this is her first art class since sixth grade.  She earned a 34 on the math 
portion of the ACT, is very popular with her peers, and is eager to please you.  Her first quarter work 
seems to be of average quality, and she is very upset that she is not one of the best artists in the class. 
What do you do? 


