
The Visual Arts Classroom: Preparing 
Students for the Global Stage

Most students in our classrooms will not pursue professional art related fields, 

however, most will have to think creatively, solve complex problems, and work 

with individuals with different cultural backgrounds than their own.

Established practices in art education are well suited to provide students with 

experiences that require creative problem solving, collaboration, and 

engagement in long-term projects with multiple possible solutions.



A case for addressing social/global issues:
● When students receive filtered information 

based on their current interests, the vast 

information available to them fails to 

challenge their understanding, essentially 

shrinking their worldview rather than 

expanding it.

● Research suggests that global competence is a 

growing concern for our students, as it directly 

affects our students in maintaining national 

security, environmental sustainability, and 

economic development.



Why the art classroom?

Art students can establish a firm understanding of who they are and what values 

they deem important in order to address concerns on the global stage. 

While most subjects in public secondary schools are tied to curricula designed for 

the preparation for standardized tests, art education maintains a flexible 

framework that allows for the integration of global issues.

The utilization of inquiry-based, open-ended projects allow students to direct their 

learning in areas they find meaningful, while creating a deeper understanding of 

potentially complex subject matter. 



Teacher Artist model
● Engage in research, 

creation, and critique with 

your students. 

● Utilize current events and 

social issues to engage 

students in discussion, 

and then challenge 

students to explore their 

artistic skills and materials 

in developing visual 

statements that reflect 

their viewpoints. 

Roten, Aaron. Arrival of a New Boss, 2017



Student Work from a current social concerns assignment

Melgren, M., It’s just a joke, 2018                       King, N., Fight!, 2018                                           Davis, A., Attack of the pollutant creeps, 2018



Multicultural approach to social issues
Multiculturalism as a process of discovery, 

rather than products, allows students to 

connect their own experiences to those of 

others.

It has been suggested that schools need to 

engage in virtual exchanges between students 

and teachers of other countries and cultural 

groups.

De la Fuentes, D., Nowhere to go, 2018

Edwards, C. Greetings from ICE, 2018 



Student works from open ended projects that represent cultural research and global concern 

Harrison, E. Form, 2017                                                                            Harper, R. 2017                         



Technology as a collaborative tool

● Research suggests that students who 

engage in cross-cultural projects are 

less likely to feel threatened by 

difference and are more likely to 

engage in social issues

● Web-based platforms such as, iEARN 

and ePals provide opportunities for 

teachers to develop international 

collaborative experiences.

● Class-to-class cross curricular lesson 

design



Art and History collaborative projectStudent Work

Lennard, M.  2018                                                                     Hobbins, L.  2018



Art and History collaborative project
Student work

Zverev,  P. 2018                              Cox, B. 2018                                      Metras, A. 2018 

Green, G. 2018                    Hanchett, G. 2018                         Suess, K. 2018                                                            Brooks, M. 2018



Creating a network of collaborative Artist Educators
Establish the sharing of collaborative lesson ideas through:

- Cross curricular, class-to-class lesson design

- School-to-school collaborations

- International class to class experiences through established 

platforms

- iEARN- USA http://www.us.iearn.org/

- ePALS http://www.epals.com/#/connections

*All photos of students and artwork used by permission.

http://www.us.iearn.org/
http://www.epals.com/#/connections

