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Candidate Name: Melanie Arroyo 

Candidate Email: melanie4lenexa@gmail.com 

Candidate Phone: (913)-279-0407 

Office Sought: City Councilmember 

Office County: Johnson 

Office City: Lenexa 

Office District: 3 

 

Candidate Rating: 100% 
 

 
Q6. Political discourse in Kansas could be characterized as siloed and divisive. How do you intend to engage 
citizens and colleagues in potentially difficult conversations? (Available points: 1) 

A. If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. (1) 
B. If elected I will be loyal to the ideology associated with my party affiliation. 

 

Candidate Answer: If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. 
 

Candidate Comment: It’s important that people feel not just heard, but understood, and work towards a compromise by 
asking solution oriented questions where we steer away from the problem and move in the direction of tangible solutions 
instead. This will be done by hosting forums, inviting members of the community to contact me, holding meetings, and/or 
by making phone calls to constituents and colleagues. 
 

 
Q7. Which of the following statements best aligns with your stance on local elected officials making decisions for 
their communities, particularly local tax and revenue decisions? For information about Home Rule please see 
https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule. (Available points: 2) 

A. Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, consistent 
with Home Rule. (2) 

B. Local elected officials should have limited authority in decision making for their communities. (1) 
C. Local elected officials should not have authority in decision making for their communities. Decisions 

should be made by the state. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, 
consistent with Home Rule. 
 

Candidate Comment: As a general rule, Home Rule is the ideal state for local governments. We should give cities the 
freedom to experiment, and the ability to manage their own affairs to the greatest extent possible. 
 

 
Q8. Do you support allocating additional resources specifically for implementing/expanding mental health 
programs? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Yes (1) 
B. No 

 

Candidate Answer: Yes 
 

Candidate Comment: As a mental health professional, I fully believe in the value of expanding existing mental health 
programs and implementing new programs where needed in our community. We can support our public safety by 
expanding the Crisis Intervention team, thus removing the responsibility to handle mental health crisis calls from police 
officers, and putting them in the hands of trained mental health professionals instead. These front line professions are not 
easy, so I also believe that police officers, dispatchers, fire fighters, and EMS personnel would benefit from affordable and 
accessible mental health services along with their families. In addition, I support expanding emotional intelligence 
programs in the schools by training teachers to engage students in effective communication and coping skills, and by 
providing additional school counselors in order to meet the mental health needs of the students. 
 

https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule


 
Q9. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about transparency in local government? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. (1) 
B. Transparency is important, but should be secondary to efficiency. 
C. There are some times when transparency is important, but there are other issues the public doesn't have the 

capacity to understand and transparency becomes less important.  
D. The people vote for a candidate because they trust them, so transparency is not as important for elected officials 

as for other public leaders. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. 
 

Candidate Comment: Voters expect and deserve transparency in their city government and I intend to deliver. I will be an 
advocate for making city business as transparent as possible, specifically in terms of language and accessibility. Too 
often, voters & residents with disabilities do not have full accessibility to city meetings and that needs to change. 
 

 
Q10. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about access to health care? (Available 
points: 2) 

A. Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. (2) 
B. Local government in my area is currently meeting the community's access needs. (1) 
C. Local government has no role in health care. 

 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. 
 

Candidate Comment: Local government has a responsibility for all parts of the community to have access to healthcare 
resources within a 15 minute radius, so that residents with various modes of transportation (walking, biking, or driving) can 
effectively access basic healthcare necessities such as pharmacies, grocery stores, urgent care clinics, and dental 
services. 
 
Q11. To what degree do you believe that diversity in representation at all levels of government is critical 
to effective governing? (Available points: 1) 

A. Extremely Important (1) 
B. Neutral 
C. Not important 

 

Candidate Answer: Extremely Important 
 

Candidate Comment: As a woman of color, I understand the importance of representation across all office levels. I want 
diverse members of my community to feel heard, understood, and represented by the government that serves them. 
 

 
Q12. Professional public entity staff are expected to bring expertise, research, and accuracy to assist elected 
officials in their work. These may include health professionals, legal experts, research librarians, school 
administrators and the like. Regarding these professionals, which of the following is generally most true? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. It is the role of locally elected leaders to support the professionals who work in public service (1) 
B. It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
C. It is the role of locally elected leaders to stay distant from the professionals who work in public spaces 
D. It is the role of elected leaders to closely manage the professionals who work in public service 

 

Candidate Answer: It is the role of locally elected leaders to support the professionals who work in public service 
 

Candidate Comment: Like many other cities in Johnson County, Lenexa has attracted, on the whole, very competent & 
capable civil servants. To ignore professionals in their area of expertise would be a grave mistake. 
 

 
Q13. Which of the following most closely aligns with your view of the role of local government in each of these 
policy issues? (Available points: 6) 

A. Very Relevant (2) 
B. Somewhat Relevant (1) 
C. Irrelevant 
D. Not Applicable 

 
Issue: Climate Change 



 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: Cities are already leaders on climate change through such organizations as Climate Action KC, 
and I support these efforts to create green jobs, transition to a carbon-free economy, and save money in city 
government operations through clean & efficient new technologies. 

 
Issue: Gun Safety 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: I was still a child when the modern epidemic of mass shootings began with Columbine. 
Throughout my time in Shawnee Mission Schools, active shooter drills were all too common. No parent or child should 
have to go to school scared of this possibility. Enhanced local gun safety measures are critical when our state 
government has largely abdicated its responsibility to limit access to guns in any way. 
 

Issue: Voting Access 
Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: In my conversations with voters on their doorsteps, I have heard many express concerns about 
the most fundamental right of Americans being limited. As a Mexican-American who proudly became an American 
citizen in 2018, I view the right to vote as fundamentally a part of what it means to be an American. I will vigorously 
oppose any efforts to restrict access to voting, and strongly support efforts to make voting easy, efficient, secure, and 
accessible to all eligible Americans. 

 

 
Q14. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about K - 12 schools? (Available points: 1) 

A. Public money should only be used to support public schools. (1) 
B. Public money should be used to support all schools, regardless of their public or private status. 

 

Candidate Answer: Public money should only be used to support public schools. 
 

Candidate Comment: Public money is for public schools. Period. I am opposed to any effort to funnel taxpayer money 
to private schools, whether that is called vouchers or state-funded "scholarships." 

 

 
Q15. In light of the current political landscape, what is your stance on the role your personal religious beliefs 
should play in policy  
decisions? (Available points: 1) 

A. If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's beliefs; therefore I 
will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. (1) 

B. My personal religious beliefs are important to me therefore my religious beliefs will be the driving factor in policy 
decisions and my votes. 

 

Candidate Answer: If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's 
beliefs; therefore I will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. 
 

Candidate Comment: Personal religious views are just that: personal. While I believe we must respect the religious 
beliefs of others, I believe the separation of church and state must be first and foremost when it comes to religion and 
public life. 

 

 
Q16. How do you understand the role (the duties, responsibilities, and scope) of the position you are seeking? 
 

Candidate Answer: The Lenexa City Council sets the policies of our city and provides oversight to ensure they are 
carried out efficiently and effectively. As a member of the City Council, I believe it is my role to be a community leader 
who brings citizens together to find pragmatic solutions to our common problems. Through active listening and 
community engagement, I know we can make Lenexa a place where all citizens feel like their voices are heard. 

 

 
Q17. You will have to publicly account for your political contributions. To date, how much money have you collected or 
has been pledged to your campaign? 
 

Candidate Answer: Roughly $2750 
 

 
Q18. How many donors does your answer above reflect? 



 

Candidate Answer: ~55 
 

 
Q19. From which other organizations have you received endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: Run For Something and state Rep. Susan Ruiz (D-Lenexa & Shawnee). 
 

 
Q20. From which other organizations are you seeking endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: MainPAC.       Various unions, environmental groups, pro-choice organizations, Equality Kansas 

 

 
Q21. Is there anything else you'd like to add to this survey? Please do that here. 
 

Candidate Answer: I would be honored to receive, and would gladly accept, the MainPAC endorsement. 
 

 

END SURVEY




