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Candidate Name: Karen Sexton 

Candidate Email: kls@sextonandshelor.com 

Candidate Phone: 9135794406 

Office Sought: City Councilmember 

Office County: Johnson 

Office City: Westwood Hills 

Office District: At-Large 

 

Candidate Rating: 94% 
 

 
Q6. Political discourse in Kansas could be characterized as siloed and divisive. How do you intend to engage 
citizens and colleagues in potentially difficult conversations? (Available points: 1) 

A. If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. (1) 
B. If elected I will be loyal to the ideology associated with my party affiliation. 

 

Candidate Answer: If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. 
 

Candidate Comment: I have spent 35 years in some position - as a member and former President of the Homes 
Association, Founder and President of the Westwood Hills Historic Foundation and this will be my third term running for 
City Council. It is so important that we not be defined by our political affiliation but to create community spirit and 
participation. With a half-time employee and the rest of our services contracted out with other cities and private 
companies, we have to rely on citizen volunteers. 
 

 
Q7. Which of the following statements best aligns with your stance on local elected officials making decisions for 
their communities, particularly local tax and revenue decisions? For information about Home Rule please see 
https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule. (Available points: 2) 

A. Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, consistent 
with Home Rule. (2) 

B. Local elected officials should have limited authority in decision making for their communities. (1) 
C. Local elected officials should not have authority in decision making for their communities. Decisions 

should be made by the state. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, 
consistent with Home Rule. 
 

Candidate Comment: The one issue that really concerns me is that I believe that cities should determine open and 
concealed carry of guns. Our shops and residents do not want this in our City. 
 

 
Q8. Do you support allocating additional resources specifically for implementing/expanding mental health 
programs? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Yes (1) 
B. No 

 

Candidate Answer: Yes 
 

Candidate Comment: As the Councilperson assigned to Public Safety I am a vocal supporter of the Co-Responder 
program. I know first hand the benefits of the program. We have avoided people in crisis being arrested and have gotten 
them mental health and substance abuse treatment. The greatest moment was when one woman's family came to my 
house to say thank you and that they had just left their daughter's "graduation" from her drug treatment program. I also 
believe that this program is important to supporting our police officers. I attended and have been certified in the Johnson 
County Mental Health Responder program. 
 

 

https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule


Q9. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about transparency in local government? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. (1) 
B. Transparency is important, but should be secondary to efficiency. 
C. There are some times when transparency is important, but there are other issues the public doesn't have the 

capacity to understand and transparency becomes less important.  
D. The people vote for a candidate because they trust them, so transparency is not as important for elected officials 

as for other public leaders. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. 
 

Candidate Comment:  
 

 
Q10. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about access to health care? (Available 
points: 2) 

A. Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. (2) 
B. Local government in my area is currently meeting the community's access needs. (1) 
C. Local government has no role in health care. 

 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. 
 

Candidate Comment: Again, Westwood Hills is a very small city and we work hard as a community to help people get to 
their appointments, provide food and support when a resident or their child is ill. I have mowed yards and on one occasion 
trimmed limbs on overgrown tree limbs when a couple was out of town awaiting a lung transplant. We have residents that 
need intervention re getting physical health care and I have reached out to the doctors to convince residents to go to the 
hospital. We check up on our elderly residents and those that live alone. As a government we need to lend our voice to 
our legislators to EXPLAND MEDICAID and to decriminalize marijuana - or at a minimum make it available for medicinal 
uses. 
 
Q11. To what degree do you believe that diversity in representation at all levels of government is critical 
to effective governing? (Available points: 1) 

A. Extremely Important (1) 
B. Neutral 
C. Not important 

 

Candidate Answer: Extremely Important 
 

Candidate Comment: Sorry to be trite, but it takes a village. We have a vibrant community with diversity. I believe that 
Westwood Hills is a very diverse community; however, while we have attracted residents of many nationalities it has only 
been the last few years that we are gaining Black residents. 
 

 
Q12. Professional public entity staff are expected to bring expertise, research, and accuracy to assist elected 
officials in their work. These may include health professionals, legal experts, research librarians, school 
administrators and the like. Regarding these professionals, which of the following is generally most true? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. It is the role of locally elected leaders to support the professionals who work in public service (1) 
B. It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
C. It is the role of locally elected leaders to stay distant from the professionals who work in public spaces 
D. It is the role of elected leaders to closely manage the professionals who work in public service 

 

Candidate Answer: It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
 

Candidate Comment: Westwood Hills employs a half-time City Clerk. Therefore, it is my job as the assigned Council 
person to work closely with our police contract with the Westwood Police Department. We not only support but enforce 
Community Policing. We also rely within our City the skills of attorneys, engineers, architects, accountants, master 
gardeners and people with hardy backs and knees to bring their skills and time to the table to make our City work. 
 

 
Q13. Which of the following most closely aligns with your view of the role of local government in each of these 
policy issues? (Available points: 6) 

A. Very Relevant (2) 
B. Somewhat Relevant (1) 
C. Irrelevant 



D. Not Applicable 
 
Issue: Climate Change 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: I am the Climate Ambassador for our City. I have worked hard to get our residents to switch 
over to battery operated lawn equipment. We support the BMP program to control water run-off. We support the 
planting of native trees and plants. 

 
Issue: Gun Safety 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: See above. I think we should be able to determine that the open and concealed carry of guns 
should be banned. I believe in background checks and closing the loophole on private sale. I also support the banning 
of gun stocks and military style weapons. 
 

Issue: Voting Access 
Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: I support the current legislation being sponsored in Congress by the Democrats to insure voter 
access and to stop States from enacting laws to restrict voter registration and access.  I do not support the legislation 
in Georgia and Florida to make voting more difficult. 

 

 
Q14. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about K - 12 schools? (Available points: 1) 

A. Public money should only be used to support public schools. (1) 
B. Public money should be used to support all schools, regardless of their public or private status. 

 

Candidate Answer: Public money should only be used to support public schools. 
 

Candidate Comment:  
 

 
Q15. In light of the current political landscape, what is your stance on the role your personal religious beliefs 
should play in policy  
decisions? (Available points: 1) 

A. If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's beliefs; therefore I 
will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. (1) 

B. My personal religious beliefs are important to me therefore my religious beliefs will be the driving factor in policy 
decisions and my votes. 

 

Candidate Answer: If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's 
beliefs; therefore I will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. 
 

Candidate Comment:  
 

 
Q16. How do you understand the role (the duties, responsibilities, and scope) of the position you are seeking? 
 

Candidate Answer: I  have decades of experience in all aspects of managing and maintaining not only the 
infrastructure of Westwood Hills, but working hard to maintain the concept of community in this City. This is a City 
where people age in place, volunteer and contribute to the overall well-being of each other. We all work to not only 
maintain our infrastructure but are saving so that the next generation will have sufficient funds to continue to maintain 
streets, sewers and other infrastructure when needed. 

 

 
Q17. You will have to publicly account for your political contributions. To date, how much money have you collected or 
has been pledged to your campaign? 
 

Candidate Answer: $0 
 

 
Q18. How many donors does your answer above reflect? 
 

Candidate Answer: 0 



 

 
Q19. From which other organizations have you received endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: None. I am a registered Democrat and am the Democrat precinct person. I have asked not to be 
endorsed by the party even though we have non-partisan races for the reason that I strongly oppose making the 
Johnson County Commission partisan. 

 

 
Q20. From which other organizations are you seeking endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: None. 
 

 
Q21. Is there anything else you'd like to add to this survey? Please do that here. 
 

Candidate Answer: No. 
 

 

END SURVEY




