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Candidate Name: Julie Steele 

Candidate Email: julie@votejuliesteele.com 

Candidate Phone: 913-485-5540 

Office Sought: School Board Member 

Office County: Johnson 

Office City: n/a 

Office District: 3 

 

Candidate Rating: 94% 
 

 
Q6. Political discourse in Kansas could be characterized as siloed and divisive. How do you intend to engage 
citizens and colleagues in potentially difficult conversations? (Available points: 1) 

A. If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. (1) 
B. If elected I will be loyal to the ideology associated with my party affiliation. 

 

Candidate Answer: If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. 
 

Candidate Comment: The most important role of the elected official at any level is to be available to their constituents to 
answer questions and concerns. Division has been prevalent this past year at all levels of politics. As we emerge in a 
post-pandemic society we need to have better communication with all people, even if views don't always align. 
 

 
Q7. Which of the following statements best aligns with your stance on local elected officials making decisions for 
their communities, particularly local tax and revenue decisions? For information about Home Rule please see 
https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule. (Available points: 2) 

A. Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, consistent 
with Home Rule. (2) 

B. Local elected officials should have limited authority in decision making for their communities. (1) 
C. Local elected officials should not have authority in decision making for their communities. Decisions 

should be made by the state. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, 
consistent with Home Rule. 
 

Candidate Comment: I am in favor of Home Rule. It’s a long-standing tradition in Kansas that local control is best. In an 
ideal setting, the members of a community should be empowered to make decisions that impact them because they are 
the most familiar with their unique situation locally. 
 

 
Q8. Do you support allocating additional resources specifically for implementing/expanding mental health 
programs? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Yes (1) 
B. No 

 

Candidate Answer: Yes 
 

Candidate Comment: At the school district level the support for mental health has grown immensely. We know better so 
we are doing better with regard to offering mental health support to students, the goal being that we reach them before 
they are in a dire place. My son experienced the death of two high school classmates who took their lives within two days 
of each other. At that time, in 2014, we weren't openly discussing the needs of mental health support for all students. We 
are now and we need to continue expanding that conversation as we destigmatize the need for mental health counseling. 
 

 
Q9. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about transparency in local government? 
(Available points: 1) 

https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule


A. Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. (1) 
B. Transparency is important, but should be secondary to efficiency. 
C. There are some times when transparency is important, but there are other issues the public doesn't have the 

capacity to understand and transparency becomes less important.  
D. The people vote for a candidate because they trust them, so transparency is not as important for elected officials 

as for other public leaders. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. 
 

Candidate Comment: In school districts across the nation, decisions were made that were closely observed and analyzed 
by their local communities. As we head into a post-pandemic society local decisions makers need to be as transparent as 
legally possible to ensure that trust and honesty is paramount in our local communities. 
 

 
Q10. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about access to health care? (Available 
points: 2) 

A. Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. (2) 
B. Local government in my area is currently meeting the community's access needs. (1) 
C. Local government has no role in health care. 

 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. 
 

Candidate Comment: Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs states that unless physiological needs are met, other needs cannot be 
developed. Students who are hungry, feeling unsafe, anxious or in pain are not ready to learn. We have a responsibility to 
our students to ensure that their physiological needs are are met first. I'm proud that our district prioritizes overall 
wellness, including physical, mental and social/emotional health. 
 
Q11. To what degree do you believe that diversity in representation at all levels of government is critical 
to effective governing? (Available points: 1) 

A. Extremely Important (1) 
B. Neutral 
C. Not important 

 

Candidate Answer: Extremely Important 
 

Candidate Comment: In our community of Olathe, our non-white population averages 21%. In our school district, our non-
white population averages 36%. Our local leadership at the city and school district level does not represent those same 
percentages as they are mostly white. Our students and children in this community need to see role models and leaders, 
from the classroom to administration to elected officials that look like them. We need to strive to ensure that our 
leadership reflects comparable percentage as non-white citizens. 
 

 
Q12. Professional public entity staff are expected to bring expertise, research, and accuracy to assist elected 
officials in their work. These may include health professionals, legal experts, research librarians, school 
administrators and the like. Regarding these professionals, which of the following is generally most true? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. It is the role of locally elected leaders to support the professionals who work in public service (1) 
B. It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
C. It is the role of locally elected leaders to stay distant from the professionals who work in public spaces 
D. It is the role of elected leaders to closely manage the professionals who work in public service 

 

Candidate Answer: It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
 

Candidate Comment: The leadership chart for the school district shows that the School Board directly oversees the 
Superintendent. The Superintendent then oversees the rest of the district employees and operations. School Board 
members should not be in the habit of micromanaging professionals who work in the district as a whole. However, scrutiny 
of district decisions, especially in departments that have historical or current issues that need addressing, is appropriate. 
The elected board is the liaison to the community and their concerns and questions need to be met with knowledge and 
ability to gain knowledge to answer their questions and concerns. 
 

 
Q13. Which of the following most closely aligns with your view of the role of local government in each of these 
policy issues? (Available points: 6) 

A. Very Relevant (2) 
B. Somewhat Relevant (1) 



C. Irrelevant 
D. Not Applicable 

 
Issue: Climate Change 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: Olathe Schools have been very proactive when it comes to addressing the very real threat of 
climate change.  Not only have we worked to design more energy efficient buildings, we’ve retrofitted existing 
buildings with more efficient HVAC units, windows, auto shut-off lighting, etc.  Our innovative 21st Century Programs 
include a Green Technology Academy, one of the only programs in the nation that prepares high school students to 
enter that field. Though climate change is a worldwide problem, we can make a difference here at home by being 
good stewards of our resources. This matters from the standpoint of planning for the future, as well as good economic 
sense. 

 
Issue: Gun Safety 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: School safety is a top priority of mine & unfortunately we live in a time where gun violence is 
rampant in our country.  I am pleased that our public schools take this threat seriously & have implemented pinch 
points for entry into buildings, A.L.I.C.E. drills & increased cameras, etc. within buildings.  I believe in responsible gun 
ownership & feel that our schools should be gun-free zones with the exception of licensed/uniformed law enforcement 
officers, such as SRO Officers. 
 

Issue: Voting Access 
Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: Our vote is an expression of our priorities as Americans.  Our vote is our voice. We should 
always strive to make it easier to vote, not more difficult. 

 

 
Q14. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about K - 12 schools? (Available points: 1) 

A. Public money should only be used to support public schools. (1) 
B. Public money should be used to support all schools, regardless of their public or private status. 

 

Candidate Answer: Public money should only be used to support public schools. 
 

Candidate Comment: Our community has a longstanding history of supporting our outstanding public schools.  There 
is no reason for public dollars to be spent on private schools.  A high-quality education should be accessible for all 
students & our public schools do an excellent job of preparing all students for their futures. 

 

 
Q15. In light of the current political landscape, what is your stance on the role your personal religious beliefs 
should play in policy  
decisions? (Available points: 1) 

A. If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's beliefs; therefore I 
will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. (1) 

B. My personal religious beliefs are important to me therefore my religious beliefs will be the driving factor in policy 
decisions and my votes. 

 

Candidate Answer: If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's 
beliefs; therefore I will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. 
 

Candidate Comment: I’m a firm believer in the separation of church and state. Personal religious beliefs have no 
place in public policy decision making. 

 

 
Q16. How do you understand the role (the duties, responsibilities, and scope) of the position you are seeking? 
 

Candidate Answer: It’s very important for local school board members to understand the unique responsibilities of 
their position.  The Kansas State School Board determines standards for what will be taught, but local school boards 
are responsible for the allocation of funds to make sure that the Kansas State Standards are met.  Local school 
boards play a key role in making sure that taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and efficiently.  Additionally, local school 
boards are responsible for approving curriculum, determining mill levies, maintaining assets and being accountable to 
their constituents. 



 

 
Q17. You will have to publicly account for your political contributions. To date, how much money have you collected or 
has been pledged to your campaign? 
 

Candidate Answer: $14,000 
 

 
Q18. How many donors does your answer above reflect? 
 

Candidate Answer: approximately 30 
 

 
Q19. From which other organizations have you received endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: n/a 
 

 
Q20. From which other organizations are you seeking endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: ONEA  KNEA  Sierra Club  JCDW  Prairie Roots 
 

 
Q21. Is there anything else you'd like to add to this survey? Please do that here. 
 

Candidate Answer: My website is www.votejuliesteele.com.     Thank you for the opportunity to complete this survey.     
Julie Steele  913-485-5540  julie@votejuliesteele.com 

 

 

END SURVEY




