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Candidate Name: Kristin Schultz 

Candidate Email: klschultz@live.com 

Candidate Phone: 9133978023 

Office Sought: School Board Member 

Office County: Johnson 

Office City: Olathe USD 233 

Office District: 2 

 

Candidate Rating: 94% 
 

 
Q6. Political discourse in Kansas could be characterized as siloed and divisive. How do you intend to engage 
citizens and colleagues in potentially difficult conversations? (Available points: 1) 

A. If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. (1) 
B. If elected I will be loyal to the ideology associated with my party affiliation. 

 

Candidate Answer: If elected I will seek to find compromises when it is clear my constituents are divided. 
 

Candidate Comment: Neither of these answers is appropriate for board work. Nonpartisan board work is best 
accomplished with a blind eye and deaf ear to political partisanship. I'll be mindful of the concerns expressed by all 
stakeholders in the district: parents, educators, business and property owners, and respect the process of discourse and 
accountability as a board member. Ultimately, we're responsible for designing and improving systems for the benefit of our 
children; not special interests, political parties or their benefactors, and this requires a willingness to expect divided 
constituencies. A well-functioning board navigates these differences effectively, makes decisions unanimously or not, and 
works together moving forward nonetheless. 
 

 
Q7. Which of the following statements best aligns with your stance on local elected officials making decisions for 
their communities, particularly local tax and revenue decisions? For information about Home Rule please see 
https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule. (Available points: 2) 

A. Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, consistent 
with Home Rule. (2) 

B. Local elected officials should have limited authority in decision making for their communities. (1) 
C. Local elected officials should not have authority in decision making for their communities. Decisions 

should be made by the state. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local elected officials should have ultimate authority in decision making for their communities, 
consistent with Home Rule. 
 

Candidate Comment:  
 

 
Q8. Do you support allocating additional resources specifically for implementing/expanding mental health 
programs? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Yes (1) 
B. No 

 

Candidate Answer: Yes 
 

Candidate Comment: Mental health is a determinant in educational outcomes. Students, staff, and families who are 
distracted by mental health concerns aren't able to thrive in the conditions of an academic design that's built with the 
expectation that they're always okay. Supporting our students and staff with accessible and appropriate resources 
improves our goal of preparing students for their future lives and opportunities, and provides them the skills and supports 
they need to capitalize on them. 
 

 

https://www.lkm.org/page/Home_Rule


Q9. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about transparency in local government? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. (1) 
B. Transparency is important, but should be secondary to efficiency. 
C. There are some times when transparency is important, but there are other issues the public doesn't have the 

capacity to understand and transparency becomes less important.  
D. The people vote for a candidate because they trust them, so transparency is not as important for elected officials 

as for other public leaders. 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government should be as transparent as is legally possible in all circumstances. 
 

Candidate Comment:  
 

 
Q10. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about access to health care? (Available 
points: 2) 

A. Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. (2) 
B. Local government in my area is currently meeting the community's access needs. (1) 
C. Local government has no role in health care. 

 
 

Candidate Answer: Local government has a responsibility to support access to health care. 
 

Candidate Comment: Public health and public infrastructure are naturally intertwined. Making one available through the 
other is efficient and accessible, while not being intrusive. Communities have invested in these resources and they should 
be leveraged appropriately. Whether it's mental health, senior health, early child development health or other, our shared 
civic institutions can and should continue to be a source of access for community health. 
 
Q11. To what degree do you believe that diversity in representation at all levels of government is critical 
to effective governing? (Available points: 1) 

A. Extremely Important (1) 
B. Neutral 
C. Not important 

 

Candidate Answer: Extremely Important 
 

Candidate Comment: The needs of a community can only be effectively understood and addressed when the 
perspectives of all members of the community have been included. The ideal way to achieve this is to include more broad 
representation across the various governing bodies in our communities, and encourage and invite engagement and 
leadership development in order to do so. 
 

 
Q12. Professional public entity staff are expected to bring expertise, research, and accuracy to assist elected 
officials in their work. These may include health professionals, legal experts, research librarians, school 
administrators and the like. Regarding these professionals, which of the following is generally most true? 
(Available points: 1) 

A. It is the role of locally elected leaders to support the professionals who work in public service (1) 
B. It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
C. It is the role of locally elected leaders to stay distant from the professionals who work in public spaces 
D. It is the role of elected leaders to closely manage the professionals who work in public service 

 

Candidate Answer: It is the role of locally elected leaders to scrutinize the professionals who work in public service 
 

Candidate Comment: It is the role to both support and scrutinize the professionals who work in public service. As a board 
member, I take seriously my responsibility to review and question the recommendations made by our professional staff; 
they are in a unique position to see choices through a professional lens, and can benefit by having that position 
challenged or reconsidered when appropriate. They are also worthy of respect as our community professionals, whose 
expertise can and should inform us when it comes time to invest significant resources in the human and physical 
infrastructure of our academic institutions. Excellent school boards balance these two things to ensure they have the very 
best human resources and administrative leadership, while ensuring and providing oversight that protects our community 
investment. 
 

 
Q13. Which of the following most closely aligns with your view of the role of local government in each of these 
policy issues? (Available points: 6) 

A. Very Relevant (2) 



B. Somewhat Relevant (1) 
C. Irrelevant 
D. Not Applicable 

 
Issue: Climate Change 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: Climate change is a crisis that requires each of us do what we are able to slow its progress. I 
supported granting our school busing contract to a company using new, natural gas burning buses instead of gasoline 
or diesel-fueled vehicles. 

 
Issue: Gun Safety 
 

Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment: In 2019, 61.5% of gun deaths were by suicide, and suicide is a local concern. People with easy 
access to a gun are 3 times more likely to complete suicide, so a community with easy access to firearms is 
statistically likely to have more self-inflicted fatalities. Social and emotional health is a significant priority in school 
communities; it would be inconsistent to ignore the relevance of gun safety to suicide and the impact of suicide on our 
families and communities. (harvardpolitics.com/suicide-gun-related-deaths) 
 

Issue: Voting Access 
Candidate Answer: Very Relevant 
 

Candidate Comment:  
 

 
Q14. Which of the following statements best aligns with your opinion about K - 12 schools? (Available points: 1) 

A. Public money should only be used to support public schools. (1) 
B. Public money should be used to support all schools, regardless of their public or private status. 

 

Candidate Answer: Public money should only be used to support public schools. 
 

Candidate Comment: Public infrastructure is a shared civic investment and public schools and staff are among the 
most significant communal resources in a community. Every property owner, every business, every resident is a 
stakeholder in the public school system of their community, and has ownership and oversight as a result. Diverting 
public funds away from our shared civic infrastructure eliminates public oversight and accountability of those 
resources without improving academic outcomes or lifelong advantages for the greater student population. Without 
exceptional public school systems, residential real estate values are diminished, economic burdens are 
disproportionately shifted to the business community, and the long term growth opportunities of the community 
evaporate. 

 

 
Q15. In light of the current political landscape, what is your stance on the role your personal religious beliefs 
should play in policy  
decisions? (Available points: 1) 

A. If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's beliefs; therefore I 
will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. (1) 

B. My personal religious beliefs are important to me therefore my religious beliefs will be the driving factor in policy 
decisions and my votes. 

 

Candidate Answer: If I have personal religious beliefs that are important to me, I know they might differ from other's 
beliefs; therefore I will strive to respect the separation of church and state in policy decisions and my votes. 
 

Candidate Comment: While my personal religious beliefs and practices are meaningful and important to me, I expect 
the same is true for others whose beliefs and traditions are different from mine. Community-owned and maintained 
school districts must respect the religious and cultural diversity of the families, staff, and stakeholders that they serve, 
preserving an environment that acknowledges and is welcoming of religious diversity. Religious doctrine must be 
separate and respected as such. 

 

 
Q16. How do you understand the role (the duties, responsibilities, and scope) of the position you are seeking? 
 

Candidate Answer: The role is that of only one of seven individual votes/voices/interpretations of what and how a 
$500K+ annual budget translates into how each child in our community entering and graduating from the system gets 



the differentiated access to education that prepares them for their world as a young adult, and how the workplace we 
provide is stable and desirable enough to attract and retain the staff required to do the work in a meaningful and 
fulfilling way. 

 

 
Q17. You will have to publicly account for your political contributions. To date, how much money have you collected or 
has been pledged to your campaign? 
 

Candidate Answer: $0 
 

 
Q18. How many donors does your answer above reflect? 
 

Candidate Answer: 0 
 

 
Q19. From which other organizations have you received endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: n/a 
 

 
Q20. From which other organizations are you seeking endorsements? (Enter "n/a" if none). 
 

Candidate Answer: n/a 
 

 
Q21. Is there anything else you'd like to add to this survey? Please do that here. 
 

Candidate Answer: Dismantle partisan prejudice. 
 

 

END SURVEY
 


