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2019 MainPAC KS Endorsement Questions 
This document is just for the public to review the kinds of questions sent to candidates, 
and was not used to deliver the questions to candidates. Surveys were sent and 
returned electronically in early June, 2019. 

Included with the questions was a message that followed these outlines: 

Thank you for taking our 2019 candidate questionnaire. We understand the 
demands of running for public office and appreciate your time in completing these 
questions. 

The deadline for completing the questionnaire is <time> on <date>. We respect each 
candidate’s right NOT to return a questionnaire. Please know that MainPAC cannot 
endorse a candidate who chooses not to return a survey. 

If you have questions about the survey or our process, please contact <name> at 
<email> or call our office at 913-649-3326. 

Filling out a survey does not guarantee endorsement. Endorsement in a Primary 
Election does not guarantee endorsement in the General Election. 

We asked general demographic questions, like name, website URL, and office being 
sought, their fundraising totals, and how they thought their positions aligned with 
MainStream’s stated positions at www.mainstreamcoalition.org/where_we_stand 
 
Then we asked issues-related questions, specific to the positions they were seeking. 
(That is, candidates for one office, like State Representative, received different 
questions than candidates for another office, like Governor, or School Board, etc.) 
 
Questions were designed to cover the breadth of advocacy areas important to 
MainStream, while not overwhelming candidates with an unwieldy survey. As a result, 
there is often only one question per issue, and that question is designed to try to elicit 
an answer that can express the nuances of a given position. Asking politicans about 
their positions is more art than science, and every year, some questions are more 
successful than others. 
 
For most questions, candidates were given the opportunity to offer additional comment 
on their answers.  
 
Following are the issues questions asked of the various candidates, by position sought. 
 
It should be made clear that while candidates were told their answers would not be 
made public, candidates may, of course, publish their own answers to our surveys. We 
will not do so.  
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Municipal Candidate Questions 
These are specific questions for municipal candidates: 

• Do you support city-wide nondiscrimination ordinances that extend 
protections to include sexual orientation and gender identity? 

• Do you support non-partisan elections for municipal races? 
• Do you believe local communities should be allowed to set their own policies 

regarding firearms regulations? 
• Do you believe local communities should be allowed to set their own policies 

regarding spending caps? 
• Do you believe local communities should be allowed to set their own policies 

regarding revenue sources, within the boundaries established by legislation? 
• Do you think local government should be able to use tax incentives to attract 

local development? 
• Should there be limits on fees municipalities charge for information requests? 
• What legislative priorities do you have for your community? 

 
 
  



Questions presented for the public  2019 MainPAC KS Endorsement Questions 

Local School Board Candidate Questions 
 
These are specific questions for candidates for local school boards. 
 

• What qualifications and background experiences do you have that specifically 
relate to the role of a school board member? 

• Describe your understanding of how public school districts are funded. 
• The Kansas Constitution requires the legislature to make suitable provision 

for the finance of public education in our state. Do you feel your local district 
is being suitably funded? Explain your answer. 

• Do you support public dollars being used to support private/parochial 
schools? 

• Do you support restoring due process to public school teachers? 
• Do you support using test scores as part of public school teacher's 

evaluation? 
• Do you support spending public dollars supporting extracurricular activities—

such as sports, performing arts, or fine arts—in public schools 
• Do you support comprehensive, age-appropriate, medically accurate human 

sexuality education in the public schools, with a parental option to opt out? 
• Do you support allowing each public school district to determine their own 

policies regarding transgender students' use of bathroom facilities? 
• Do you support arming teachers in public schools? 
• What is the major role of the school board? What role should it play in the 

area of human resources? 
• Do you support partisan elections for school board races? 
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Community College Trustee Candidate Questions 
These are specific questions for candidate for community college boards: 

• What qualifications and background experiences do you have that specifically 
relate to serving in this elected capacity? 

• Describe your understanding of how community colleges are funded. 
• Do you support non-partisan elections for community college board of trustee 

races? 
• Do you oppose the concealed carry of firearms by the public on your 

community college campus? 
• Do you support allowing transgender students to use community college 

bathroom facilities according to their gender orientation? 
• Should there be special assistance programs for low income students? 
• Do you support the Kansas law that allows qualified undocumented students 

to attend school at the in-state tuition rate? 
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Final Campaign Questions for all Candidates 

At the end of the surveys, we asked these questions of all the candidates, seeking to 
find out more about their philosophy and campaign strategy: 

• As an elected official, what would be your top three priorities? How would you 
approach them? 

• What other endorsements have you received or are you seeking? Will you be 
accepting the endorsement and support of a political party for this race? 

• What are your plans to solicit votes and how much money do you think is 
needed? How much money have you raised to date? 

• From what special interest groups have you sought—or will you be seeking—
funding? 

• Is there anything else you would like us to know about you and/or your 
candidacy? 

• The MainStream Coalition believes that people with different points of view 
can come together to forge good government that benefits all citizens. We are 
committed to good governance, quality public education, healthy 
communities, and sustainable fiscal policy. Our mission and more specific 
policy positions can be found at 
www.mainstreamcoalition.org/where_we_stand. Do you agree with these 
commitments and positions? Please explain why or why not. 


