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I’m so excited to be writing to you - our first
Maiwar newsletter! One of my main goals is to
bring politics back to our community, so this is
about keeping us connected and informed.
In the few months since I was elected as your
MP, so much has happened… but we’re only just
getting started.
I’m looking forward to representing you on
issues like housing affordability, power prices,
unsustainable development, and tackling the
influence of corporate donors on our democracy.

OPEN FOR YOU
Whether you’d like to connect in person or digitally,
the team and I look forward to speaking with you.

Queensland’s history isn’t perfect when it comes
to political corruption, so my job in Parliament is to
provide a strong voice for democracy, integrity and
accountability. Instead of corporations, casinos and
developers, I stand for you.

1/49 Station Road, Indooroopilly
Open: Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

Every day this year I’ve been listening to, and
working with, Maiwar locals who have questions,
concerns and ideas about our community.

www.michaelberkman.com.au

Over the next couple of months I’ll be inviting
all of you to keep getting involved - whether it’s
dropping in to my office on Station Road, sending
an email, giving the team in my office call, or
coming along to community forums, BBQs and
other events.

Pop-up office – check Facebook for locations
(07) 3737 4100
maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au
faceboook.com/michaelberkman.greens
Instagram: @michael.berkman
Our electorate office is on Aboriginal land. We pay
our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

In the meantime, perhaps I’ll see you at a forum,
rally, or just down at the shops.

MICHAEL BERKMAN
State MP for Maiwar

With volunteers on Clean Up Australia Day
cleaning up Jack Cook Memorial Park.

DEVELOPMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY
Mt Coot-tha Zipline

As most of you probably know,
Brisbane City Council has been
working on plans to build a three part
zipline attraction at Mount Coot-tha.
Over the past few months, local
residents and community organisers
have joined forces to raise some
serious environmental and economic
concerns about the proposed project.
My office has been listening
to these concerns, helping to
liaise with State Government
and Local Council officials, and
facilitate community action.
In March, we helped to coordinate a
community forum that was attended
by well over 100 passionate locals.
It was a refreshing change to have
this discussion, where locals could
express their concerns and raise
their questions in earnest, with both
Council representatives and the
preferred tenderer in attendance.

Toowong QASMT
carpark expansion

Win for residents fighting
controversial high-rise

Over the past few weeks, dozens of
Toowong locals have been emailing
and calling my office to register
their concerns over the proposed
development at Queensland
Academy of Science, Maths and
Technology (QASMT). I shared their
concerns about the destruction
of the vegetation corridor on the
south bank of the playing fields.

I was pleased to be able to assist
St Lucia residents in blocking
a controversial development
on Macquarie St this March.

This pressure has paid off, and the
planners have decided to reduce
the original car park from 169 to
109 parking spaces, and realign
it so that it is within the existing
car park area. Only 13 trees now
need to be removed, all of which
will be offset with new plantings.
The planners made it clear that the
habitat is being retained as a direct
result of the vocal and constructive
feedback from local residents and the
Toowong Habitat Protection Group.
Congratulations on a fantastic
outcome — an excellent example
of what meaningful community
engagement can achieve.

FUNDING FOR
LOCAL SCHOOLS
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A number of locals expressed their
concerns about the continually
growing height and scale of
the proposal (from an initial
23 units to 73) and the traffic
and environmental impacts.
Council’s refusal of the application
shows the power community voices
can have on political decisionmaking when we stand up to
inappropriate development.
Good job, Maiwar!

Do you have concerns
with a project that you
want help addressing?
Get in contact with
my office anytime.

CLEANING UP
POLITICS
In March, the Palaszczuk Government reintroduced the
Belcarra bill to parliament, proposing a ban on developer
donations.
The bill is a step in the right direction, but the Queensland
Greens and I maintain it doesn’t go far enough.
We need to ban cash-for-access meetings, and donations
from financial institutions, mining companies and gambling
organisations. We need to give the Crime and Corruption
Commission real powers to police dodgy politicians. We need
to end corruption.
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WHERE IS
MAIWAR?
The Queensland state electorate of Maiwar was
created in 2017 (map above). Maiwar is one of the
many Indigenous names for the Brisbane River,
which is the southern boundary of our electorate.

ST LUCIA

One in five Queenslanders are in severe
financial stress because of unaffordable
rents or mortgages. An entire generation
are being locked out of the housing
market. 20,000 Queenslanders are
homeless and a further 29,000 are
on the social housing waiting list.
Follow me on Facebook to keep
updated on what we’re doing to
improve access to affordable and
public housing in Queensland.

RIGHTS FOR
RENTERS
Renters across Brisbane get a tough
deal too. Do you have a renting horror
story? I’d like to hear from you.
I’m looking into what policy changes need
to occur to shift the problematic power
balance between landlords and tenants,
and improve the lives of both renters
and property owners across Brisbane.
michaelberkman.com.au/renters

FIRSTS IN THE 56TH
QLD PARLIAMENT

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

I feel incredibly privileged to stand in Parliament
for the people of Maiwar and the Queensland
Greens. One of the biggest moments of my life was
making my first speech in Parliament in March.

There are numerous grants available to
individuals and community groups. Check out
the list on my website to see if you’re eligible
for funding.

“I was driven into politics because I couldn’t stomach
three-word slogans, the flagrant disregard for evidence
in setting policy, or the open hostility towards science
that now appears all too common in political discourse.
The desire to achieve ecological sustainability, grassroots
democracy and social justice by peaceful, non-violent
means is not common to only Greens – at our core,
I believe these are values each of us share”
I shook a little, but every word is true. Our political
system is broken and I will fight to fix it.

Grants

My office can also help with raffle prizes for
community groups and schools. Get in touch!

Community Support
Is your school or community organisation
running an event, or need help with things
like meetings space or photocopying?
Get in touch and my office may be able to assist
with things like raffle prizes, marquees, eskies
etc. We can also help promote your events!

Calling Mai-warriors
Are you (or do you know) a school aged
person with a passion for environmental
sustainability and social justice?
I want to hear from you! I am looking for
awesome projects to support with grants of
up to $500 and other assistance.

Watch the full speech online at
www.michaelberkman.com.au/maiden_speech

OTHER FIRSTS
We’re already making history with multiple firsts this term in
Queensland Parliament.
Annastacia Palaszczuk was the first Australian woman to
be elected for a second term as Premier, and she’ll be sitting
opposite Deb Frecklington, the first ever female LNP leader.
Cynthia Lui (below, left) the new MP for Far North Queensland
electorate Cook, has also made history as the first ever Torres
Strait Islander to serve as a member of Parliament.
Member for Keppel Brittany Lauga (below, right) was the
first person to breastfeed in Queensland Parliament, despite
technically breaching Parliament’s standing rules and orders.

First Torres Strait Islander MP Cynthia Lui arriving
at an election night victory party with her mother
(Source: news.com.au)

Logan MP Linus Power holds
Brittany Lauga’s baby Odette in
Parliament (Source: Dan Peled/AAP)

Have an idea that supports sustainability
and social justice in your school or local
community (like setting up a community
garden or supporting local elders)?
Drop in, contact my office on (07) 3737 4100
or email maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au

KNOW A PERSON OR GROUP

THAT DESERVES SOME
EXTRA RECOGNITION?

As your local MP, I can recognise people,
groups and organisations doing great things
in our local area, in Parliament.
Email any suggestions you have to:
maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au

L-R: Queensland Senator Andrew Bartlett, Maiwar MP Michael Berkman and
Gabba Ward Councillor Jonathan Sri. For the first time in history, the Greens have
elected members at Federal, State and Local government levels in Queensland.

WHAT MATTERS TO YOU?
What is the single biggest issue for our local community right now?

It’s really valuable
for me to hear
about what is really
important to you.
Please rate the following ten issues
in order of importance to you:
(1 = highest priority, 10 = lowest)
Housing affordability
Better rights for renters
Climate change
Access to safe and
legal abortion

What is the single biggest issue for Queensland right now?

Political corruption and
corporate donations
Unsustainable / inappropriate
development
Indigenous rights
and recognition

What is your favourite thing about our community?

Power prices
Public infrastructure
(including public transport)
The proposed Adani
Carmichael coal mine

Do you have any other comments or a message for me?

A bit about you (optional)
Name:

Email:

Phone number:

POST IT BACK

Fold this page to envelope size
(with the address label outside),
seal it with some tape and pop
it in a red post box.

DROP IT IN

Indooroopilly office:
1/49 Station Street
Monday–Friday 9am–5pm

ONLINE

Type faster than you can write?
Complete the survey online at:
www.michaelberkman.com.au

CATCH UP
WITH MICHAEL
MAY

09
MAY

13
POP-UP
OFFICE

COMING UP
IN MAIWAR

Wednesday

7pm - 8:30pm
Community forum

Indooroopilly State High School

Sunday

Sun 13 May, 11am
Songwriters Festival

Sun 20 May 10am-4pm
Brisbane Sculptors Festival

10 March–8 July
Robert Smithson’s Time Crystals

Sun 10 June, 10am-3pm
Mayfair in June

Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens

6am - 12pm

Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens

Milton Markets stall
CDOP, Cribb Street

Follow my Facebook page for
the next pop-up office spot
Get in touch if you know a
great local spot to meet.

UQ Art Museum

WHAT MICHAEL
CAN DO FOR YOU

迈克尔是您当地的议员
成员同样也是Maiwar
在昆士兰州议会的声
音。迈克尔的工作是
为您效劳。
迈克尔和他的团队将
竭力帮助您向州政府
不同部门、住房、交
通和发展等当地问题
进行宣传，同时迈克
尔也将支持您的社区
活动。翻译可以安排。

Bardon State School

MY TEAM AND I CAN
HELP YOU WITH:
• Housing

Michael is your local MP and
Maiwar’s voice in State Parliament.
It is Michael’s job to work for you.

• Dealing with government agencies and ministers

Michael and his team can help you
with advocacy to government
departments, housing, local issues
such as traffic and development, or
support for your community initiative.

• Your community projects
(including photocopying and meeting spaces)

Michael은 주 의회에서
귀하의 지역 하원
의원이자 마이워의
발언권을 갖고 있습니다.
여러분을 위해 일하는
것은 Michael의 일입니다.
Michael과 그의 팀은
귀하에 관한 정부 부서,
주택, 교통과 개발과 같은
지역 문제를 해결하거나,
또는 귀하의 지역 사회를
위해 지원하는 것을 도울
수 있습니다. 통역가가
준비될 수 있습니다.

TRANSLATIONS
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• Raising your concerns in State Parliament
• Local issues (traffic, roads, development)

• Funding applications, local grants and awards
• Other issues relating to State Government,
or our patch

Michael es tu
representante local, y
la voz de Maiwar en el
parlamento estatal. La
responsabilidad de Michael
es trabajar para ti.

Michael adalah anggota
parlemen local anda dan
merupakan suara Maiwar di
Parlemen Queensland.
Adalah tugas Michael
bekerja untuk anda.

माइकल आपके स्थानीय
सांसद हैं और राज्य संसद
में मायवर की आवाज है .
आपके लिए काम करना ही
माइकल की जिम्मेवारी है .

Michael y su equipo
te pueden ayudar
con trámites frente a
departamentos del estado
de Queensland, vivienda,
asuntos locales incluyendo
transporte, y apoyo a
iniciativas comunitarias.
Puedes acceder a un
intérprete gratuito si
prefieres.

Michael bersama timnya
bisa membantu anda
dengan pembelaan
kepada departemen, yang
berhubungan dengan
perumahan masalah
-masalah lokal seperti lalu
lintas dan pengembangan
atau dukungan dan inisiatif
bekerja untuk / komunitas.
Penerjemah bisa di atur jika
di butuhkan.

माइकल और उनकी टीम
सरकारी विभागों, आवास,
स्थानीय मुदो जैसे कि
ट्रैफ़िक और विकास या
फिर सामुदायिक समर्थन में
आपकी सहायता कर सकती
है . भाषा अनुवादकों की
व्यवस्था की जा सकती है .

CONTACT
MICHAEL’S
OFFICE

1/49 Station Rd, Indooroopilly
(07) 3737 4100
maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au
www.michaelberkman.com.au

