
28 September 2021

Hon Dr Steven Miles MP
Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning
By email: deputy.premier@ministerial.qld.gov.au

Call in and block Clive Palmer’s new coal fired power station

Dear Deputy Premier Miles,

I write to ask that you exercise your powers under the Planning Act 2016 to call in and block Clive
Palmer’s proposed coal fired power station in Central Queensland. The proposal is currently being
assessed by Barcaldine Regional Council under an outdated local planning instrument wholly unsuited to
such a large, polluting project.

Queensland is in a race against dangerous climate change and to decarbonise our energy system. Based
on the most recent data, climate pollution is higher now than in 2015, including emissions from our highly
coal-dependent energy system.

The power station would be comparable in size (1,400MW) to Queensland’s largest coal fired power
stations, Stanwell, Tarong, Callide and Gladstone. It would burn 4 million tonnes of coal per year for 30 to
50 years, and would allow Clive Palmer’s Galilee Basin coal mine to proceed. Both would be disastrous for
our future.

Our focus must be on a fair and orderly transition that looks after coal and gas workers and their
communities. Allowing new coal power stations delays the transition to a clean economy and causes
more uncertainty for workers, including workers at Queensland’s existing coal fired power stations.

Allowing a new coal fired power station to be built in 2021 would undermine any chance of reaching the
State government’s target for a 30% cut below 2005 levels by 2030, and your commitment to net zero
emissions by 2050. New coal would also trash any chance of reaching the government’s target for 50%
renewable energy by 2030.

I urge you to use your powers under the Planning Act 2016 to call in and block the proposed power
station. Please do not hesitate to contact my o�ce on 07 3737 4100 to discuss this matter in detail if
required.

Kind regards,

Michael Berkman MP
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