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Dear Neighbour,
A lot’s happened since my last newsletter! Here you’ll find a snapshot
of some of the key issues I’m working on at the moment.
The news closest to home is that my partner and I had a baby! Being
a new dad again has been such a joy, and little Juniper is desperately
adored by her older siblings, Mum, and me. I’m so grateful to have
been able to spend a few weeks away from the office getting to
know her.
I’m really proud that our local community has had lots of exciting
wins recently. The big one is stopping the Mt Coot-tha ziplines. After
hearing from thousands of residents who wanted to see the mountain
protected from privatisation and destructive development, my
office and I worked hard campaigning against the proposal. I hosted
community meetings and rallies, raised the issue in the media and in
Parliament, and co-ordinated more than 2,000 local submissions on
the Development Application. Together we stopped it, even after it
looked like a ‘done deal’. That’s an important reminder of the power
of communities standing together. I want to again congratulate
the Mt Coot-tha Protection Alliance, and all the community groups
involved in the campaign. It was a pleasure to work with you all.
If you’ve read a few of my newsletters, you’d know I’m trying to
do politics differently, including by conducting regular community
surveys to hear what you think. My last survey received more than 350
responses about three key issues that residents raise with me all the
time: overdevelopment, public transport and school overcrowding.
I’ve included some of the standout results with the new survey. This
time I’m hoping to get even more responses, so please take a few
minutes to share your thoughts.

PS. I only send a hard-copy newsletter like this
twice per year to minimise waste. However,
I post regularly on Facebook, and I send email
updates every 2-3 weeks about local issues and
events. If you’d like to receive these, please sign
up on my website.

GET IN TOUCH!
Whether you’d like to connect in person or digitally,
my team and I look forward to speaking with you.
1/49 Station Road, Indooroopilly
Open: Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Pop-up office – check Facebook for locations
(07) 3737 4100
maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au
michaelberkman.com.au
faceboook.com/michaelberkman.greens
Instagram: @michael.berkman

I’m striving to be the kind of representative who actively advocates
for you, and who cares more about meaningful change than flashy
photo opportunities. My staff and I are here to work with you, so if
there’s ever anything we can do, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
In the Maiwar electorate office with my 4 month old
daughter, Juniper

MICHAEL BERKMAN
Greens MP for Maiwar

Our electorate office is on stolen land.
We pay our respects to Aboriginal Elders
past, present and emerging.

A BRIDGE FROM TOOWONG TO WEST END
Earlier this year, I coordinated a community vote on a bridge
to West End and a new riverside park at the old ABC site in
Toowong. More than 2,500 residents had their say. Ninety
percent of you wanted a walking and cycling bridge to
connect these two community hubs, and based on your
feedback we created the artist’s impressions below. After
significant pressure from my office and Greens Councillor
Jonathan Sri, Brisbane City Council announced they would
build a green bridge at this location, and potentially buy
back a small part of the site as a landing point.

Here’s what we know about the bridge so far:
When will it be built?
Council says it will be built some time in the next 10 years.
I’m pushing for a much faster timeline, and for detailed
consultation and planning to start ASAP.
Will it be walking/cycling only?
That’s what we are calling for. Buses at this location would
make the project far more costly, and could result in loss
of public green space. A walking/cycling bridge would
bust congestion, encourage active transport, and connect
residents with great bus, train and cycling routes that
already exist on either side.
What’s next?
Council is considering buying back a small part of the site,
but I’ll keep pushing for the whole site to become a riverside
public park. I’m also keen to ensure residents are actively
consulted on the plans for the bridge. It’s likely to be a hot
topic in the Council elections next year. Council is proposing
another green bridge at St Lucia, but hasn’t released much
detail yet.
If you want to hear more, please sign up for updates:
michaelberkman.com.au

You can access these artist’s impressions and full proposal on our website.

LONG-TERM THINKING ABOUT TRANSPORT,
CONGESTION AND ROAD SAFETY
Locals across the west side regularly
tell me that our transport infrastructure
isn’t keeping up with demand.
In the long term, unless we make
public transport, cycling and walking
reliable and attractive, congestion
will keep getting worse. Spending
billions widening roads just doesn’t
work. Instead, we need to dramatically
improve trains, buses, footpaths and
bike lanes.
I’m happy to have helped secure more
frequent buses between Toowong and
UQ, a commitment for a green bridge
to from Toowong to West End, and a
number of safety upgrades throughout
the electorate.

Right now I’m pushing for:
•

Free public transport for kids
and seniors, and $1 fares for all

•

Ensuring the upgraded
roundabout at Coonan St and
Moggill Road Indooroopilly is
safe for pedestrians and cyclists

•

Pedestrian safety improvements
at Station Rd (Indooroopilly),
Macgregor Tce (Bardon) and
Fig Tree Pocket Rd & Jesmond
Rd (Fig Tree Pocket)

•

Improving bus services to Bardon,
Mt Coot-tha, Long Pocket, St
Lucia and Fig Tree Pocket

•

Faster, more frequent buses,
with dedicated bus lanes on
the Centenary Motorway,
Coronation Dr and Moggill Rd

•

Making Taringa and Auchenflower
Stations accessible and compliant
with disability standards

•

Safe separated bike lanes
on Sylvan Road, Toowong

THE FUTURE OF
MT COOT-THA
We are so lucky to have Mt Coot-tha in
our backyard. I know locals dearly love
this precious patch of wild, public green
space in our increasingly urbanised
world. I was proud to be part of the
hard fought, inspiring and ultimately
successful community campaign to
stop Council’s zipline proposal earlier
this year.
Now there’s a new conversation among
locals about the future of the mountain,
in particular, closing and rehabilitating
the Mt Coot-tha Quarry. On 9 October
I co-hosted a community forum where
residents heard from experts and
workshopped ideas to transform this
part of the mountain from a big, ugly
hole into something wonderful for the
whole community.
I want residents to have a real say in
how our suburbs develop and change,
so if you weren’t able to make it along
on the night, please get in touch with
your thoughts.

IN PARLIAMENT

I spend about a quarter of my time sitting
in the Queensland Parliament. (The rest of
the time I’m busy working on local issues!)
Here’s what I’ve been up to:

FOCUS: ACTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE
The biggest issue you’ve raised in all my
community surveys is climate change.
As your representative, I’ve aimed to reflect this in
my Parliamentary work. I have:
•

Introduced a bill to ban thermal coal mining in
the Galilee Basin

•

Asked the State government to fund a just
transition for thermal coal workers and
communities
Continued to oppose the Adani coal mine

•
•

Asked the Premier to support workers and
students striking for climate justice

•

Opposed new laws attacking the right of
peaceful protest
Proposed fair taxes on fossil fuel corporations

•

WEST SIDE SCHOOLS
Supporting local P&Cs
This year I’ve been delighted to attend the Bardon, Rainworth, Ironside,
Toowong, Milton and Indooroopilly SS fetes. I’m always blown away by how
hard the folks on our local P&Cs work to organise these events. I’ve been
supporting schools to make special environmental efforts too, like Milton’s
Fair on the Green, where Sustainability Captain Ethan Jackson received a
Maiwarriors grant to implement world-class waste management.
If I had to pick a highlight (aside from my kids’ fantastic performance in the
Rainworth Talent Show) it might be my shift in the Toowong SS dunk tank
on a warm day!

School overcrowding
Since being elected, I’ve heard from many parents and teachers struggling
with overcrowded schools in Maiwar, especially at Toowong, Ironside
and Indooroopilly State & High Schools. I’ve been working hard to secure
government funding to properly meet our community's needs.
In recent months I’ve met Principals from all the local State schools and,
after my questioning, the Education Department is working on an options
analysis on school capacity. I’m specifically pushing to have some of the
government’s recently announced funding for building new schools
directed to the west side, alongside existing funding for new buildings.

Budget Estimates Hearings

Maiwarriors Grant Program

Every year MPs like myself can ask questions of
government Ministers about their policies and
how they’re spending public money. This year I
asked about:

I started the “Maiwarriors” grant program to help school-aged kids
implement their big ideas for sustainability and social justice. The grants
have now helped 15 students or groups from almost every school in the
Maiwar electorate to bring some really cool projects to life. Here are a few
of these amazing young people:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reforming Queensland’s Planning Act to give
residents more of a voice
Expanding midwife-led continuity of maternity
care
Raising the age of criminal responsibility from
10 to 14 years old
Making public transport free for kids
Eliminating the 32,000-person social housing
waiting list
Scrapping NAPLAN
Phasing out pokies from pubs and clubs
...and much more!

My work on the Health Committee
I also sit on the Parliamentary Health Committee,
which is holding an inquiry into voluntary assisted
dying reform, palliative care and aged care. We
received more than 5,500 written submissions,
and we’ve been travelling around the State,
hearing from different communities about their
experiences and perspectives.

For more...
To stay up to date with my work in
and out of Parliament, follow me on
Twitter (@mcberkman) and Facebook
(facebook.com/michaelberkman.greens)
where I report back regularly.

Rachel Telfer, aged 9, Ironside State
School. Our grant supported a solar powered
drinking water system in the school.

“The most challenging
part of the project was
fundraising enough
money...I couldn’t access
most grants because
I wasn’t a non-profit
organisation and I was
under eighteen.”

Holy Family Primary School
Students received a grant towards
the cost of Solar Buddy lights. They
constructed these solar-powered
lights during STEM week, for
donation to Papua New Guinea
kids living in energy poverty.

“Right when Spring hits,
you will be able to see
all kinds of vibrant herbs
shooting from the soil.”
Year 10 students from the Queensland Academy of Science, Maths and Technology.
Our grant supported a new herb garden and composting system in the school.

UPCOMING EVENTS

HOW I CAN HELP

CATCH UP WITH ME

HELPING YOU
As your MP I’m here to represent and help you. If you need
help with an individual issue please get in touch. This could
include dealing with State government departments or
agencies, getting information about local infrastructure or
developments, or discussing ideas for how we can improve our
city. If you send my office an email, I’ll try to respond personally.

Here are some of the events I’m hosting in the final
months of the year. I’d love to see you there!

NOV

6

SUPPORTING
COMMUNITY GROUPS

NOV

8

I am passionate about supporting this active community by
amplifying local groups’ work and campaigns. Here are some of
the specific ways my office can support your local group or
campaign:
•

Printing newsletters, flyers, and other materials

•

Free use of our meeting room and event equipment
(PA system, marquee, BBQ)

•

Help promoting your group or event

•

Raffle prizes for community groups and schools

•

Letters of support for grant applications

NOV

10
NOV

13
DEC

19

RAISING LOCAL
ISSUES IN PARLIAMENT
My work in Parliament is based on my work here
on the west side. I try to use every chance I get in
Parliament to call for improvements for our community,
or big policy changes that you care about.

Wednesday 8am - 9am
Popup Office: Fig Tree Pocket
Fig Tree Pocket State School
72 Cubberla St, Fig Tree Pocket

Friday 6pm - 8pm
Community Dinner co-hosted by the
Indooroopilly Uniting Church (raising funds
for the Asylum Seeker Support Service)
Indooroopilly Uniting Church.
74 Station Rd, Indooroopilly

Sunday 6am - 12pm
Stall at Milton markets

Corner of Cribb Street and Little Cribb St, Milton

Wednesday 8am - 9am
Popup Office: St Lucia

Saint Lucy’s, The University of Queensland
Blair Dr, St Lucia

Thursday 5pm - 8pm
Casual community end-of-year celebration
Station Road Bar & Kitchen
30 Station Rd, Indooroopilly

Follow my Facebook page or sign up at michaelberkman.
com.au/get_updates to receive local event updates.

For example, my community surveys showed climate change
is the #1 concern for locals, so I raised this directly with the
government during Question Time and have introduced a bill to
stop the Adani mine and all new coal mining in the Galilee Basin.

SOMETHING ELSE ?
I’m always looking for more ways to help! I think being a good
local member means actively consulting with the community
at every opportunity, so I always want to hear from you.
Please get in touch any time.

Michael은 주 의회에서
귀하의 지역 하원
의원이자 마이워의
발언권을 갖고 있습니다.
여러분을 위해 일하는
것은 Michael의 일입니다.

100+ locals attended the Future of Mt Coot-tha forum I co-hosted with
the Mt Coot-tha Protection Alliance in October, hearing from experts and
sharing experiences and ideas to rehabilitate the quarry.

Michael adalah anggota
parlemen local anda dan
merupakan suara atau
perwakilan Maiwar di
Parlemen Queensland.
Adalah tugas Michael
bekerja untuk anda.

मैं आपका स्थानीय संसद
सदस्य और राज्य संसद में
मैवार की आवाज़ हूँ। आपके
लिए कार्य करना मेरा
कर्तव्य है। मैं और मेरी टीम
Mi equipo y yo te podemos
विभिन्न मुद्दों पर आपकी
ayudar con trámites frente
Michael과 그의 팀은
迈克尔和他的团队将
सहायता कर सकते हैं
a departamentos del estado Michael bersama timnya
귀하에 관한 정부 부서,
bisa membantu anda
de Queensland, vivienda,
उदाहरणार्थ सरकारी विभागों
竭力帮助您向州政府
주택, 교통과 개발과 같은 asuntos locales incluyendo dengan pembelaan
में आपकी वकालात, आवास,
不同部门、住房、交
kepada departemen , yang
지역 문제를 해결하거나, transporte, y apoyo a
स्थानीय मुद्दे जैसे यातायात
通和发展等当地问题
berhubungan dengan
또는 귀하의 지역 사회를 iniciativas comunitarias.
और विकास या सामुदायिक
perumahan
masalah
Puedes
acceder
a
un
进行宣传，同时迈克
위해 지원하는 것을 도울
-masalah lokal seperti lalu पहल में सहायता प्रदान
intérprete gratuito si
수 있습니다. 통역가가
尔也将支持您的社区
lintas dan pengembangan
prefieres.
करना। भाषा अनुवादकों की
活动。翻译可以安排。 준비될 수 있습니다.
atau dukungan dan inisiatif व्यवस्था की जा सकती है।.
迈克尔是您当地的议员
成员同样也是Maiwar
在昆士兰州议会的声
音。迈克尔的工作是
为您效劳。

Soy tu representante local,
y la voz de Maiwar en el
parlamento estatal. Mi
responsabilidad es trabajar
para ti.

bekerja untuk / komunitas.
Penerjemah bisa di atur jika
di butuhkan.
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DEVELOPMENT IN OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
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representing communities in planning and environment law,
Many of you will remember the LNP Brisbane City Council
I’ve seen that the system isn’t designed to put people first.
refusing TriCare’s high-rise residential aged care facility
This is why I’ve been calling on the Labor State government to
development in Taringa in November 2017, after huge
community pushback. TriCare appealed in Court, and in
overhaul the Planning Act.
September this year we learned that Council had done a deal
per Requirements:
WARNING
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sm;
Changes to this artwork not complying with
with the developer, allowing rear
theofproject
to go ahead.
the article.
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isn’t an isolated instance of bad luck for locals - it’s
emblematic of a fundamentally broken State planning system
designed to shut residents out and prioritise developer profits.

I’ve seen it time and again here in Maiwar:
•

When 3,500+ residents formally objected to the Mt
Coot-tha ziplines, the Lord Mayor said these submissions
wouldn’t be factored into Council’s assessment of the
Development Application.

•

Despite widespread support and a growing need for green
space, Council is refusing to buy back the former ABC site
and create new public space in Toowong.

•

At the Aura retirement village proposal at Long Pocket,
the Indooroopilly Golf Club stands to make $78million on
land they bought from Council decades ago without a
public auction or tender, while the development breaches
Council’s own zoning rules.

•

Community consultation on infrastructure designations at
local schools including QASMT and St Peters was rushed,
opaque and inadequate.

Development is a Council responsibility, but I spend a lot of
time as the State MP advocating on the community’s behalf
about bad developments. Having previously worked for years

HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN PLANNING
DECISIONS IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
In my last newsletter I included a brief “how to” guide
on having your say on a proposed development.
I’ve now uploaded a more in-depth version to my website
at michaelberkman.com.au/rampant_development

I’m calling for reforms to:

Reply Paid Service Guidelines may result in

•

cancellation of your Reply Paid service.
Ensure developers pay their fair share
from the huge profits
they make when land gets rezoned for development

•

Use these funds to provide infrastructure our communities
need, like schools, green space and public & active transport

•

Make neighbourhood plans and height limits binding

•

Make all major developments impact assessable

Did you know that even though it’s a huge
development, TriCare’s application was “code
assessable”? That means it avoided being subject to
proper consultation, assessment and appeal rights.

Development itself isn’t a bad thing - our cities need to grow. We
can have well-designed, accessible, sustainable neighbourhoods
that put the community’s needs front and centre, but that’s not
what our current system is designed to do.

Almost a thousand people have already signed the petition at

michaelberkman.com.au/rampant_development
- jump online now to add your voice.

My office can assist with:
Printing flyers or information to letterbox drop your
neighbourhood
Arranging a meeting to discuss the development in person
Writing submissions where the development is of interest or
concern for the broader community
Helping to facilitate a community meeting to discuss
concerns
Get in touch anytime via maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au

COMMUNITY SURVEY
I’ve been trying to do politics differently, proactively
seeking community input on the decisions I make
as your local member. It’s my job to represent about
37,000 people, and since I can’t talk to everyone
face to face, I like to use these biannual surveys
to get your thoughts on key local issues. This time,
I want to hear about your experience with the
planning system, and what you’d like to see change.

A bit about you (optional)

If there’s ever something more specific I can help with, or
you’d just like to get in touch, please shoot me an email on
maiwar@parliament.qld.gov.au

Name :

Email :

Ph :

Suburb :

1. Has a significant development ever been approved
in your neighbourhood without your knowledge?
Yes

No

Not sure

If yes, can you share some details like the suburb, type of
development, when it happened and how you ended up finding
out?

3. I’m also pushing for those Neighbourhood Plans and building
height limits to be made binding on Council and developers.
Would you support this?
Yes

No

Not sure

4. Do you think governments at all levels give you a say in decisions
about your city?
Yes

No

Not sure

5. Do you have any other comments that you’d like to share with
me?

2. I have been pushing for Neighbourhood Plans to be approved
by a referendum of local residents as well as by Council.
Would you support this?
Yes

No

Not sure

RESULTS FROM LAST SURVEY
80%
75%
44%

Public Transport
80% of respondents support free public transport for kids. I’ll continue pushing for this simple reform to bust
congestion during school dropoff time and take pressure off families.

Developer Tax
75% support a 75% tax on the profits made by big developers when governments rezone land for
higher density. This revenue could go directly to new infrastructure like green space and schools.

School Capacity
44% said school overcrowding is an issue for them. I’ve been asking the State government
to look at long term options, like buying land for a new school in the inner west. You can
sign my petition for a new school at michaelberkman.com.au/new_school

michaelberkman.com.au/survey

