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THE WOODBINE BIKE LANES - ALL OPTIONS ON THE TABLE 

With the first anniversary of the Woodbine Bike Lanes upon us, Josh Makuch, 
candidate for City Council in Beaches - East York, is calling on the city to listen to the 
people of Beaches - East York and acknowledge the problems with the Woodbine 
Bike Lanes. 

Throughout Beaches - East York, Josh Makuch has heard from local residents - 
drivers, cyclists, pedestrians, and public transit users - and found a consistent 
dissatisfaction with the Woodbine bike lanes. Most significant among citizen concerns 
are:   

1. Lack of Consultation. Beaches - East York residents continue to express the 
sentiment that there was insufficient consultation prior to, during, and since the 
installation of the Woodbine Bike Lanes.   

2. Safety Issues and Design Flaws. Traffic is being diverted onto side streets, 
creating a dangerous environment for children. Drivers face idling congestion, 
cyclists a confusing design, especially at intersections. Residents along 
Woodbine face red tape and inconvenience by virtue of where they live.  

3. Insufficient Usage. Seeing the bike lanes empty is common, making it 
difficult to reconcile the positives with the negatives. 

When elected to Toronto City Hall on October 22, 2018, Josh Makuch will give voice to 
citizen concerns and take concrete action to remedy the status quo. He is committed 
to reopening the discussion on the Woodbine Bike Lanes with all options on the table 
including removal, relocation, and redesign. 

Quotes. 

Background: 

"We have some unifying issues in Beaches - East York on which opinions are shared 
and a lot of people agree. The frustration with the Woodbine Bike Lanes is one of 
them." 



"Recognizing that the Woodbine Bike Lanes haven't worked out doesn't make 
someone anti-bike lanes. I am pro-bike lanes and unhappy with Woodbine at the same 
time. This isn't a wedge issue - it's a community issue." 

"I choose to listen and respond to what residents are telling me because consultation 
and feedback - before and after a project is executed - is critical to success. Citizens 
have a right to have their voices heard and they deserve a representative at City Hall 
that listens to their concerns." 

Response to the recent figures released by the City of Toronto: 

"The study's methodology has been shown to be suspect, but even if we give the 
numbers the benefit of the doubt, they aren't impressive, especially when 
compared with other lanes in the City that see a daily usage in the thousands. A 
snapshot in time during peak season in May showing a handful more bikes per hour 
isn't a success, by any reasonable definition. As to effects of the bike lanes on 
residents, the ground truth fills in the information that the study chose not to capture." 

—Josh Makuch, Candidate – Toronto City Council, Ward 19 
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