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I want to thank everyone for participating in today’s event, and I want to especially thank Dr. Anne McPhatter, for graciously inviting us in to her house. I want to also thank Ms Richardson-Nutt, Ms Dale Alston, Ms. Peggie Johnson., the technicians, the and caters for assisting us.

Today brings to a conclusion Phase II of our four phase initiative. When we held Phase one we were asked why we did not invite family members and friends to the event, and we received some serious criticism for not doing so. Our reasons were valid. We needed to do our home work, and we did. We needed to know what the three branches of Maryland State Governments position was on our issues, and we needed to know this so that when we met with you, you would know it to.


Now that we have this information, and have shared it with you, we are ready to move forward with Phase III of our initiative. We can not, however, be successful with this initiative without your help and support.


Earlier today I mentioned in a statement from Brother Frederick Douglass, Power concedes nothing without a demand, it never did and it never will. If you have studied history you know that he was right then, and he is right today. We can no longer, wait and hope that the right thing will be done, as Dr. King said, the change we seek will not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, it will only come through our tireless efforts.


There are many who believe that what we are doing can not be accomplished. In fact, a friend e-mailed me yesterday with a comment made concerning what we are doing. They are saying that it is nothing of substance. Well, let me tell you something. I spent close to forty years in prison with most of the people we are trying to help. I’ve spent the last fifteen years 13 on the inside and two since my release working on these issues. We are here today because these ideas were developed while I still in prison.

While I was in prison I watched programs and organizations be formed to address our concerns. Almost all had good intentions, and they made you feel good when they would send the reports inside. I know that are you tired of meetings that make you feel good, but accomplish nothing. 
Our four Phase initiative is solid, it is well through out, and the majority of these ideas were developed by most of your family members and friends while I was still incarcerated. We’ve known for years what was needed, and I am out here to help carry out their wishes. But we need your help to do it. And we can do it by becoming collectively involved. We collectively can change the politics of this issue by voting in a bloc vote. Former Governor Glendening won his first term by less then 6,000 votes and we can potentially create a bloc vote of over 20,000 voters. Now that is power, That is real power.
If you have already signed the registration form you have begun the process. Do not believe that your vote doesn’t or won’t count, because it will. Take some extra forms with you, make some copies and have everyone you know sign and return it to us. This data base will establish us as a political machine whose votes will be sought after. 


We also need volunteers to help us with this initiative, we can not do it alone. We are receiving many letters from prisoners, and phone calls and messages from their family members and friends, and we need to process this information.


Finally, as we leave here today, leave with the mind set that today is a new day, because we have begun the process of demanding change, we will no longer wait for it to come to us.
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