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Suggested Questions for candidates 
What do we want? A national food policy  

1. What will you do to foster greater inter-departmental and inter-governmental 
cooperation and coordination on food issues?  

2. Given the lobbying power of industry and retail, how would you ensure that civil society 
organizations and interests are represented at the federal level in creating a national 
food policy?  

3. What would be the first steps you would take to begin the development of a national 
food policy? 
 

A. We want zero hunger in Canada 
1. Four million Canadians experience food insecurity, including 1.15 million children. 

What steps will you take to reduce this number?   
2. Does your party support the right to food as defined by international law1? 
3. Will your party commit to regularly monitoring food insecurity rates in Canada, 

especially in remote communities and the northern territories? 
4. Does your party support undertaking a feasibility study for a basic income floor for 

Canadians (similar to what is in place for Canadians 65 years of age and over) so that 
all Canadians have enough money to buy food?  
 

B. We want healthy school food 
1. Two out of three Canadian kids don’t eat enough fruits and vegetables to support their 

health, and more than half of all annual healthcare spending in Canada is for the 
treatment of chronic disease, a good portion of which is caused by unhealthy eating. 
Will your party commit to support the health of our children by funding a national healthy 
school food program? 

2. Specifically, will your party commit to invest $1 billion over the next five years to create 
a universal healthy school food program? 
 

  

                                                
1 According to International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, ratified by 
Canada. 
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C. We want affordable food in the North 
  

1. Food insecurity is 5 to 6 times higher than the Canadian national average among 
Inuit, First Nations and Métis adults in the the North . Shipping and transport costs 
is a big contributor to the high price of food in the North. How will your party/you make 
food affordable in the North? 

2. The Auditor General issued a scathing report on Nutrition North Canada in 2014. If 
elected, do you agree to follow through on his recommendations to change the Nutrition 
North Canada program? Specifically, will you change it to: include communities that 
have been excluded from the program, provide subsidies to families rather than private 
businesses, and provide subsidies for hunting equipment so that northerners can 
access traditional foods?  

3. Canada's Indigenous Peoples know their realities best. They have the knowledge and 
ideas to address food insecurity in their communities. Will you work together with 
Indigenous People in a respectful, nation-to-nation manner to foster food sovereignty in 
the North? 
 

 D. We want to support new farmers 
  

1. More than 1/2 of the Canadian farming population is over 55, 80% will retire in the 
next decade, and 3/4 of which have no one to take over the farm. What would you 
do, if elected, to support and encourage a new generation of farmers in Canada? 

2. How will you support access to education, training, land and capital for new farmers to 
grow innovative enterprises? 

3.  What would you do to ensure that local, sustainable and organic farmers get the 
support they need to make a decent living without having to work a second job or take 
on large debts?  
 

 

 

 

 

 


