Greater Boston and New Hampshire Solution
Merrimack Valley Reliability Project

WHAT?
The Merrimack Valley Reliability Project (MVRP)
is a new overhead 345-kV line in approximately
24.5 miles of existing rights-of-way. In February
2015, ISO-NE, New England’s independent
power system operator, selected this project as
the preferred solution to address the area’s
reliability needs.

WHO?
National Grid and Eversource Energy jointly
invested millions to bolster the regional
infrastructure in Massachusetts and New
Hampshire.

WHERE?
The MVRP runs along existing utility rights-ofway with roughly 18 miles through Londonderry,
Hudson, Windham, and Pelham in NH and
approximately 6.5 miles through Dracut,
Andover, and Tewksbury in MA, for a total length
of approximately 24.5 miles.

WHY?
A strong electrical transmission system is vital to
our region’s safety, security, and economic
prosperity. The ISO-NE identified inadequate
transmission resources to serve the region’s
electricity needs. MVRP addresses identified
system weaknesses and growing demands to
maintain reliability. MVRP brings added
resiliency and increased system flexibility to the
entire Merrimack Valley area.

OTHER BENEFITS?
Economic analysis indicates that the MVRP during peak construction created about 1,000 jobs in Massachusetts and
New Hampshire. MVRP also yields significant annual property tax revenue in each community along the Project
route.

WHEN?
The Project received approval following a rigorous process with the respective siting authorities (NH Site Evaluation
Committee, filed in August 2015 and approved October 2016 and MA Department of Public Utilities, filed in April
2015 and approved in April 2016), as well as federal and state permitting agencies. The Project began construction in
late October 2016 and was placed in service in December 2017. National Grid and Eversource have and will continue
to undertake extensive community outreach to inform Project neighbors, public officials, and other stakeholders about
construction and other related activities and respond to any questions or concerns. We are committed to keeping
local officials, residents, businesses, and community groups informed and engaged in the Project process.
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