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PRESS RELEASE: ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORTS UP FOR PRIVATE SECTOR 
GRABS 

 
Winnipeg, MB – Today, the Government of Manitoba announced a request for proposals (RFP) 
for a residential addictions facility to treat Manitobans with severe addiction and mental health 
disorders. The facility would operate in Manitoba and would allow for those struggling with 
additions and mental disorders to stay in province.  
 
“An investment in supports, especially a local treatment facility is certainly welcomed, however, 
paying a high priced private consultant to get there is a waste of health dollars,” said Brianne 
Goertzen, Provincial Director with the Manitoba Health Coalition.  “We already have the 
framework within the Addictions Foundation of Manitoba (AFM) along with the highly trained 
staff that work there.  Why not invest the money being poured into this RFP into strengthening 
and improving what we already have?”   
 
The government is treating the mental health and addicitions epidemic in our province as a 
business case. They are ignoring the fact that we have a fully operational and existing non-profit 
organization already.  AFM employs over 400 people and has over 28 locations province wide.   
However, this government has seen fit to freeze its funding focing cuts to programs such as the 
Compass Residential Youth Program in Portage La Prairie.  This program is specifically designed 
to help youth aged 13-17 who are struggling with substance use disorders and mental health 
issues. The program has seen five recent job cuts.   
 
“We have a meth crisis gripping our country and province at this very moment, and we don’t 
have time to be throwing money at private contractors.  This is serious.  Every day and moment 
that goes by that we do nothing we are denying help to someone struggling out there,” 
Goertzen stressed.  “Let’s make smart investments and build on the services we already have.” 
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