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PRESS RELEASE: A PLAN FOR EVERYONE – ADVISORY COUNCIL ON IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL 
PHARMACARE 

 
Winnipeg, MB – Today, the Advisory Council on the Implementation of National Pharmacare released 
its long-awaited report which recommends the federal government establish a universal, single-payer, 
public pharmacare.  
 
‘We are thrilled the recommendation of the advisory council is consistent with what we have been 
advocating for regarding a pharmacare program’ said Brianne Goertzen, Provincial Director of the 
Mantioba Health Coalition, ‘While the recommendation is positive, making a national universal single-
payer pharmacare program a reality we need buy-in and leadership from our federal and provincial 
governments’  
 
The advisory council concluded that a national pharmacare program must run consistent with our 
medicare system. The council detailed their findings that substaintated the recommendations, these 
results included, the cost-savings, the increased access to medication, and the improvements to 
Canadian’s health. The recommdation is in line with the principals of Canada’s Health Act, universal, 
comprehensive, accessible, portable and public. The advisory council spent the last 12 months 
consilting all stakeholders through, townhalls, public consultations, and online surveys throughout the 
country to gather the voices of a diversity of Canadians.  
 
‘Canada is the only country that has universal health care that does not provide pharmacare ,’ said 
Brianne Goertzen, Provincial Director of MHC, ‘The current patchwork of drug coverage has resulted in 
Manitobans struggling to afford medication, pay rent and put food on the table, no Canadian should be 
placed in this impossible situation and it is encouraging those voices were heard by the council.’  
 

The release of the report follows the April 2018, Standing Committee on Health report to the House of 
Commons recommending that Canada adopt a universal, public pharmacare program. And the 
September 2017 Parliamentary Budget Officier report that highlighted a conservative savings to 
Canadians in the amount of $4.2 billion.   
 
The Manitoba Health Coalition is a non-partisan, non-profit organization fighting for the preservation 
and expansion of universal public health care.  
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