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Economic Policy 
 

The Māori economy is estimated to be worth more than $36 billion. Economic 

experts call it the ‘sleeping giant’ that has potential to be worth even more. The 

Māori Party plans to power up the taniwha economy even more because we know it 

holds the key to taking our whānau, and Aotearoa, from poverty or financial 

struggle to prosperity. 

 

The Māori Party will: 

 

 Establish Tangata Whenua Supply as a new initiative to encourage 

government departments, private organisations and corporate agencies to 

use suppliers from indigenous-owned businesses.  

 

 Expand He Kai Kei Aku Ringa – the Māori Economic Development Strategy to 

ensure as many whānau flourish as possible. 

 

 Establish a new procurement policy that imposes a target for the proportion 

and value of government contracts that need to be awarded to Māori owned 

businesses and minimum participation requirements in contracts valued at 

or above a minimum dollar threshold.  

 

 Introduce incentives to promote joint ventures between iwi, industry and 

businesses. 

 

http://www.mbie.govt.nz/info-services/infrastructure-growth/maori-economic-development
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 Increase funding for the Whenua Māori Fund to support whānau to explore 

how they can use their land. 

 

 Increase the availability of low interest business start-up loans. 

 

 Set up community-based Māori innovation and entrepreneurship hubs. 

 

Regional development 

 

 Invest in regional, national and international economic growth and 

development that will create jobs, training and business opportunities. 

 

 IWI RAIL: Transfer NZ rail assets to iwi to develop a national railway network. 

 

 IWI INVEST & BANK: Set up a consortium of iwi, Māori land trusts and 

corporations to invest in major economic development opportunities. Set up 

a Māori  bank to administer housing, land development and business start-up 

loans. 

 

 IWI TOURISM: Invest further in supporting Māori tourism business 

opportunities. 

 

 IWI POWER: Lead a government subsidised solar energy installation scheme 

for all low income families and rurally isolated communities. 

 

 Reinvest minerals royalties back in to the regions, with a percentage of 

royalties paid to a regional body that has compulsory representation of mana 

whenua.  

 

 Appoint Regional ambassadors for every region in the country to work with 

communities, mana whenua, Ministers and central and local government to 

http://www.maoriparty.org/iwirail_launch
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advocate for the region, act as a conduit between the Crown and the region 

and help solve problems and facilitate regional initiatives.   

 


