
 
 

TAKING STOCK 
 
On 28 October 1835, 52 rangatira signed 'He 
Wakaputanga o te Rangatiratanga o Nu Tirene' (A 
Declaration of the Independence of New Zealand); an 
international declaration which was the forerunner of Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi. The declaration was seen as a 
recognition of the independent sovereignty of tangata 
whenua; considered an important step in the journey of 
nationhood. 
 
The Māori Party thinks 28 October is a good occasion to take stock of our progress in our journey 
towards our vision of a nation of cultural diversity and richness; underpinned by the expression of 
tangata whenuatanga; te kakano i ruia mai i Rangiatea. This paper reflects a selection of the key 
gains achieved since signing a Relationship Accord with Government on 11 December 2012.  

1. The Treaty talks  

 One of the mechanisms of incorporating Te Tiriti o Waitangi into the governance and 
legislative system of New Zealand is through implementing Treaty clauses in Parliamentary 
bills. The Māori Party has been successful in implementing Treaty clauses in the Mixed 
Ownership Model Bill, Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf Bill and the 
Emissions Trading Scheme Bill. Another mechanism to obtain official recognition of Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi is Oaths and Declarations. Led by Te Ururoa Flavell, the Māori Party will have its 
first reading on its Oaths and Declarations (Upholding the Treaty of Waitangi) Amendment 
Bill on 7 November 2012.  

 The Constitutional Advisory Panel is currently seeking a conversation with you about New 
Zealand’s constitutional arrangements. The conversation they want to have, will seek your 
views about a vision of what Aotearoa might look like in the future, and to consider how 
our constitutional arrangements would support that vision. 
The Constitutional Review was an agreed commitment in the Maori Party’s 2008 
Relationship Accord with National. Government agreed to establish a group to consider 
constitutional issues, including Māori representation. More information about the Panel’s 
task and the current engagement activities is on their website: www2.justice.govt.nz/cap-
interim/ 

2. Whānau Ora  

Whānau Ora has been going great guns over the last year, and has developed a groundswell of 
support within our communities. Our flagship policy approach to wellbeing has reached over 
33,000 people since it was first established, and we have recently expanded the number of 
provider collectives which now stands at 34. These provider collectives have been charged with 
developing models of care which are whānau centred, and focus on whānau outcomes. 
In our Relationship Accord we secured agreement to look towards the establishment of a stand-
alone commissioning agency for Whānau Ora. Earlier this year a reference group was 
established to consider how this may be developed in practice. They produced a report which is 
currently being considered by Ministers. 
Tariana will be holding a national hui on Whānau Ora in November to discuss the future of this 
Whānau Ora with representatives from provider collectives and key stakeholders.  
 
Watch this space… 



 

 

3. Māori Economic Development Strategy 

 In September 2011 the Māori Economic Development Panel began work on drafting a 
Māori Economic Development Strategy and Action Plan. It advances the work of the Māori 
Economic Taskforce and Māori Asset Base Report which identified a 36.9 billion dollar 
Māori Economy. This will be the first Māori Economic Strategy implemented by 
Government. The Panel is in the final stages of confirming the strategy and an 
announcement will be made soon by Minister Sharples. 

 On 10 May 2012, Minister Sharples announced $7.6milllion in funding for Enviroschools 
delivering on the Māori Party commitment in its Relationship Accord. Enviroschools 
curriculum includes Te Aho Tū Roa, a Māori immersion approach to teaching 
environmental education.  
 

 In Budget 2012 Minister Sharples 
announced a $10 million programme 
for Māori cadetships to help 
stimulate Māori employment across 
the country and address the 
disproportionate effects of Māori 
unemployment. Dr Sharples also 
announced $2million for the Ma Te 
Reo Fund to enable iwi, hapū and 
whānau to teach te reo Māori in their 
homes and communities.  

 
 
 

4. Marae CBD  

Alongside Te Puni Kōkiri, Te Ururoa has been driving developments and setting the foundation 
for the new Marae CBD initiative. We all know that the marae can be the heart of the whānau, 
the focal point of the community and the guardian of mātauranga. This project aims to get 
every marae across Aotearoa to thrive and be self-determining. 
 
Te Ururoa has travelled to marae spanning the motu to gauge community reaction to the 
project. Support has been very strong and the first Marae CBD workshop was held on the 18th 
of October, where marae representatives came to learn more about the project and test the 
idea that marae can be hubs for education and employment opportunities for local 
communities. 
 
The official launch of the project will be a half-day event held at one of the first participating 
marae. The idea is that the success of these small marae communities will garner attention, 
allowing the kaupapa to spread and reach more people.  

 

Pita was proud to support his dear friend Dame June 
Hinekahukura Mariu, at her investiture with a DNZM by 
Governor-General Sir Jerry Mateparae at Government House  



 

 

5. Ngā Pū Waea  

Pita as Minister of Māori Affairs, together with the Minister of Communications and 
Information Technology Steven Joyce, established Ngā Pū Waea as a Māori advisory board to 
oversee the rollout of the Ultra-Fast Broadband network and the Rural Broadband Initiative. 
Their role is to ensure that the government’s investment in broadband infrastructure delivers 
the maximum possible benefits to Māori. For example, they are working to ensure that marae, 
Māori service providers and kura kaupapa Māori have access to high-speed internet, and that 
Māori can invest, and get contracts and jobs in the actual rollout to Māori communities. 
Broadband access will enable marae to provide a range of employment and development 
projects (see Marae CBD). Health services can offer telemedicine and transfer diagnostic data 
files such as X-rays and scans. Remote kura can join virtual classrooms with other schools. Ngā 
Pū Waea will participate until the rollout is completed in about six years.  
 
http://www.facebook.com/ngapu.waea 

6. Housing, Health and Wellbeing  

The Māori Party has made huge progress in the areas of health and wellbeing. Not only has 
Tariana been leading the way towards securing a smokefree future for our tamariki and 
mokopuna, she has been busy advocating for further investment towards eradicating rheumatic 
fever, youth mental health, addressing bullying and providing safe environments for children, 
and establishing support for communities who have been impacted by whakamomori. 
 
In addition to this, Tariana made recent 
announcements about the changes on the 
horizon for Kainga Whenua loans which 
will support more people to access funds 
to assist them to build and maintain 
houses on multiply owned Māori land. 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Poverty  

The Māori Party believes there is an intimate relationship between the Māori economy, oranga 
whānau, and the rates of poverty which are suffered by Māori. While this is a point inherently 
understood within te ao Māori, it must be clearly translated to the design and distribution of 
resources for Government action in relation to each of these areas. Whānau Ora is relevant as 
much to the economic sector as it is to the health, education and social service sectors, as a 
method for customising solutions to suit whānau needs, as well as a model for intersectoral 
collaboration. We must work collaboratively, and collectively, on all fronts. 
 
A key milestone in our Relationship Accord was the establishment of the Ministerial Committee 
on Poverty, which Tariana is deputy Chair of and Pita is a member. An Expert Advisory Group 
has provided a key report (Solutions to Child Poverty in New Zealand) which the Māori Party 
believes will help inform the work of the Ministerial Committee. The Expert Advisory Group 
promoted the potential for a range of core issues (education, employment and training, 
financial literacy, enhanced service collaboration) to contribute to, and indeed become, the 
solutions to poverty. This is definitely work in progress. 

Tariana and Naida in Vancouver, Canada – 
Indigenous Housing Conference 

Photo by Sharon Hawke 

http://www.facebook.com/ngapu.waea


 

 

8. Treaty settlements progressed  

The Māori Party Ministers have led the debates in the following treaty settlement bills: 
 Maraeroa A and B Blocks Claims Settlement Bill 
 Ngai Tamanuhiri Claims Settlement Bill 
 Ngāti Makino Claims Settlement Bill 
 Ngāti Manuhiri Claims Settlement Bill 
 Ngāti Whatua o Kaipara Claims Settlement Bill  
 Ngāti Whatua Orakei Claims Settlement Bill 
 Rongowhakaata Claims Settlement Bill 
 Waitaha Claims Settlement Bill 

9. Legislation or in progress led by the Māori Party 

 Mokomoko (Restoration of Character, Mana, and Reputation) Bill passed first reading on 
25 October (Dr Sharples) 

 Customs and Excise (Tobacco Products—Budget Measures) Amendment Bill passed third 
reading on 16th October (Tariana Turia) 

 The Gambling (Gambling Harm Reduction) Amendment Bill is currently before select 
committee and will report to the House by 29 March 2013 (Te Ururoa Flavell) 

 The Mount Maunganui Borough Reclamation and Empowering Act Repeal Bill is  set down 
for third reading on 7 November 2012 (Te Ururoa Flavell) 

In the House  

 Asked 10 primary and 28 supplementary questions 
 Introduced amendments to –  

 Customs and Excise (Tobacco Products—Budget Measures) Amendment Bill 
 National War Memorial Park (Pukeahu) Empowering Bill 
 Biosecurity Law Reform Bill 
 Alcohol Reform Bill 

10. International links  

Early this year Te Ururoa travelled to Hokkaido for the launch of a new political party for the 
Ainu people – tāngata whenua of Japan. Following intense collaborations with te Paati Māori, 
leaders of the Ainu community took the priorities and concerns of their people into their own 
hands and formally entered the political arena.  
 
Former Japanese Prime Minister, Yukio 
Hatoyama, spearheaded a Parliamentary 
Committee investigating the rights of the 
Ainu. The people have expressed their 
thanks to the Māori Party for sharing our 
seven years of experience as a lone 
indigenous voice in Parliament. 
 
Like the Māori Party, the goal of the Ainu 
Party is to ensure that every issue is an 
indigenous issue – what works for Maori 
will also work to the advantage of all 
Aotearoa. 
 
The growing success of the Ainu Party is a real community effort – the party have secured over 
20 million yen (NZD$300,000.00) through fundraising and members of the board will be 
travelling to Aotearoa in 2013 for an exchange focusing on indigeneity in politics.  

Te Ururoa with an Ainu pakeke 


