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News Corp urged to cut ties with Korindo 

The Australian connection to shocking deforestation of West Papua has been uncovered by an investigation conducted by environment groups 
fighting the devastation. The company behind the news is now in the news – for all the wrong reasons.

When Korean-Indonesian conglomerate Korindo refused to halt broadscale clearance of virgin rainforest, US-based Mighty Earth and Australia’s 
Markets For Change weren’t going to stand for it.
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“We documented systematic 
clearance of 50,000 ha of pris-
tine natural forests for Korin-
do’s palm oil plantations, with 
devastating effects on local in-
digenous communities as well 
as destruction of unique rainfor-
est species like the bird of par-
adise and tree kangaroo,” said 
Mighty Earth. “A massive 900 
illegal fires set to burn out the 
peatland forests were exposed.”

 Even when companies in the 
supply chain stopped buying 

KORINDO: Have cleared more than 50,000 
hectares of pristine natural forest for its palm oil 
plantations, 30,000 of which occurred just in the 
last five years. Pictures: Mighty

JAMES RENSHAW
74, Retired
I reckon they should, I won’t 
be buying the paper again 
until they do. 

JANE HEALEMAN
42, Teacher
Would definitely want my 
newspaper printed on 
paper from a responsible 
company.

GAVIN BURLEY
39, Advertising
For sure, companies in 
Australia should be on to 
the Korindo connection.

Korindo’s business ties to Australian 

media organisations revealed. Korindo logging  
West Papua’s 

pristine forests. 

The Australian & Courier 
Mail are produced on 

newsprint supplied by 
Aspex.

Aspex is a wholly 
owned Korindo 

sibsidiary.

THE  
WORD
ON  THE
STREET

Do you think that  the 
Courier Mail should 
stop buying paper from 
Korindo’s subsidiary 
Aspex?

Have an opinion on this?
Email us at mfc@
marketsforchange.org

EXTENSIVE DEFORESTATION BY KORINDO, 
LINKAGE TO THE COURIER MAIL

 PALM  GLAZED 
TREE  KANGA   PIE 
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Korindo forest products
Products sold between 1998 - 2017

Defect Product has caused widespread destruction of 50,000 
hectares of pristine forest — an area the size of Seoul, South 
Korea.

Hazard Product has known to destroy  threatened species, 
fuel climate change.
What do do Cease buying these products immediately. 
Instead purchase products that are ethically sourced. 

Contact Details You can contact your nearest Markets for 
Change Campaigner by emailing mfc@marketsforchange.org

See marketsforchange.org for unethical 
product recall information.

MIGHTY EARTH

On August 9th, leaders from 
Papuan indigenous communi-
ties hosted a press conference 
in Merauke in honor of the In-
ternational Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples.

The press conference was 
also a community effort to set 
the record straight regarding a 

PAPUAN    LEADERS   HIT  BACK   AT   KORINDO’S   MANIPULATION

Korindo’s palm oil one by one, 
in light of the evidence, this 
rogue company remained an 
outlier. 

They failed to adopt the pledge 
to “No Deforestation, No Peat, 
and No Exploitation” now taken 
up by the vast majority of palm 
oil producers in Southeast Asia.

So began the next phase of the 
campaign to bring Korindo to 
heel.

The groups began tracking 
down Korindo‘s subsidiaries 
and affiliates and approach-

ing their customers about the 
appalling environmental and 
social damage inflicted by the 
parent company. So what’s the 
Australian connection?

“Here in Australia we found 
that The Australian and Couri-
er Mail are produced on news-
print supplied by the wholly 
owned Korindo subsidiary As-
pex. This applies specifically 
to newspapers printed in parts 
of Queensland,” Markets For 
Change revealed. “Their repu-
tation is tainted by this associ-
ation.”

“The newsprint used for the 
vast majority of News Corp pa-
pers around Australia is fine – so 
we know they can do the right 
thing.”

The groups informed News 
Corp, parent company of the af-
fected newspapers The Austra-
lian and the Courier Mail, about 
the connection and asked them 
to source their newsprint else-
where. They haven’t.  In New 
Zealand, NZME, who publish 
the New Zealand Herald, have 
just ceased their newsprint trade 
with Aspex.

“It’s a curly one, as the news-
print itself is not made from the 
rainforests that are being anni-
hilated. It’s the association with 
Korindo that’s the issue. We say 
that customer companies should 
commit to responsible product 
from responsible companies 
when they source their materi-
als.” 

News Corp has relied on the 
fact that the newsprint is badged 
as recycled in their formal reply. 
Yet other sources of sustain-
able and recycled newsprint are 
available in the market.

recent stakeholder meeting on 
palm oil development in Papua, 
held in Jakarta, with the local 
governments and the palm oil 
company Korindo Group, that 
the indigenous leaders felt was 
manipulated to appear as if their 
views were represented: 

“The head of Nakias village, 
Mr Melkior Wayoken, suspect-
ed that manipulation had taken 
place to produce statements 

supporting the company, and 
that certain individuals had 
claimed to represent the indig-
enous community and village 
governments of Nakias, Ta-
gaepe and Yalhak villages.

According to Melkior, one 
individual was masquerading 
as the village head and signed 
a statement, and then used the 
village government stamp. ‘The 



THE LAST 
FRONTIER
MIGHTY EARTH
EXCLUSIVE

Papua is the farthest eastern 
province of Indonesia, and 
home to some of the last un-
touched rainforests on the 
planet. It is one of the most re-
mote, hardest to get to parts of 
Earth. Over the last 50 years, 
agribusiness has pushed into 
almost every corner of Asia, 
but until recently, Papua was 
mostly untouched – and is 
still largely intact.

Filled with orchids and 
ferns, and away from large-
scale human disturbance, 
these lush rainforests host a 
full 50 percent of the entire 
Indonesian archipelago’s bio-
diversity. Although Papua is 
governed as part of Indonesia, 
it is part of the same conti-
nent – Oceania - as Australia. 
Like everything else east of 
the Wallace Line – the deep 
ocean trench that divides the 
two continents - Papua’s flora, 
fauna, and people are much 
closely related to those of 
Australia than anything in the 
rest of Indonesia. Once you 
reach Papua, you’ve left the 
realm of tigers, orangutans, 
rhinoceroses, and elephants, 
and entered the kingdom of 
the marsupials - a magical, 
strange and largely undis-
turbed galaxy of bowerbirds, 
cassowaries, cuscus, and tree 
kangaroos.

In fact, the area where Ko-
rindo currently operates in 
North Maluku was one of 
the stops of British naturalist 
Alfred Russel Wallace on his 
famous eight-year Indonesian 
expedition. 

MORE
www.mightyearth.org
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Simply delicious
Special Investigation: 
Palm oil producers break 
pledge over clearing of 
forests
Palm oil producers Korindo have gone back on 
their pledge not to clear any of the forests which 
are currently occupied by endangered orang-utans. 
Report Hayden Cooper investigates.

Watch online: http://bit.ly/korindo-report

PAPUAN    LEADERS   HIT  BACK   AT   KORINDO’S   MANIPULATION

“In the normal course of 
events, use of recycled news-
print contributes towards more 
environmentally sustainable 
production. However, in the case 
of Aspex, the parent company is 
engaged in rampant rainforest 
destruction and unsustainable 
practices in Indonesia. The en-
vironmental destruction caused 
by Korindo vastly exceeds the 
environmental benefit of us-
ing recycled paper from this 
source,” the groups explained.

“It’s hypocritical to claim 
on one hand that the company 

cares about natural forests and 
therefore uses recycled news-
print, but on the other that con-
nection of Aspex to Korindo’s 
massive clearing and burning 
rainforest operations is not an 
issue for them.”

It’s simply a matter of News 
Corp, The Australian and The 
Courier Mail growing their en-
vironmental conscience and 
changing to another supplier.

statement was made without 
my knowledge, even though I 
am the village head, and then 
they joined the Bupatis of Mer-
auke and Boven Digoel on their 
trip to the meeting in Jakarta.

It was only afterwards that I 
heard they had signed a letter 
claiming to be the village gov-
ernment. I was shocked, and so 
I want to say that I, speaking 

to you now, am the real village 
head, and I clearly don’t accept 
this. If they knew I was here 
then why didn’t they call on 
me, as the leader of the village 
administration in the area the 
company is working? I’ve been 
elected by the people of Nakias 
village and they knew I was in 
Merauke, so why didn’t they 
ask me?’, Melkior explained.”

As a result of the complaint, 
four of Korindo’s forest products 
companies  located in Indonesia 
stand to have their Forest Stew-
ardship Council (FSC) certifi-
cates revoked.

 Customers who have relied 
upon the good reputation that 
comes with holding FSC certifi-
cation may find their trust violat-
ed and assurances of sustainabil-
ity untenable if the complaint is 
upheld.

MARKETS FOR CHANGE

The Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) is now investigating Korin-
do over allegations that it violated 
its sustainability criteria. 

KORINDO’S
FSC   UNDER   
SCRUTINY
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WHO’S   STILL   TEAMED   UP   
WITH   KORINDO?

Wilmar

UnileverIOI GroupMusim Mas

The Courier MailThe Australian

Archers 
Daniels Midland

Nestle APRIL Group Kellogg’s

MAJOR 
BRANDS 
DESERT 
KORINDO
MARKETS  FOR  CHANGE
EXCLUSIVE

Several major multination-
al corporations have severed 
trade ties with the Korean – 

Indonesian palm oil conglom-
erate as details of decades of 
rampant environmental de-
struction come to light. The 
publishing of a new report 
from American eNGO Mighty 
Earth has highlighted decades 
of rampant environmental de-
struction in the form of illegal 
land clearing, burning lgging 
and human rights violations.

As companies become in-
creasingly aware of their en-
vironmental and social respon-
sibilities, many have chosen 
to disassociate and sever trade 

ties with rogue companies who 
continue to destroy natural 
forests in flagrant disregard of 
environmental laws and social 
responsibilities.

Among the companies who 
have ceased purchasing palm 
oil from Korindo are Wilmar 
and Musim Mas, two major 
companies whose loss repre-
sent millions in lost contracts 
for Korindo.

Companies that have severed 
indirect trade ties with Korindo 
include IOI,  Archers Daniels 

Midland and pulp & paper gi-
ant APRIL.

This comes as other compa-
nies such as Unilever, Nestle, 
and Kellogg’s have made com-
mitments to ensure Korindo’s 
products are excluded from 
their supply chains. 

It is highly likely that Korindo 
will continue to lose contracts 
and valuable trading partners 
as they refuse to acknowledge 
and act on the issues that have 
been raised in Mighty Earths 
report Burning Paradise

CARTOON

KORINDO QUICK ONE WORD FINDER JUMBLE

Across
Destroying
Large long-armed ape 
Which country does the 
oil palm conglomerate 
Korindo, originate from?

Type of oil which is a key 
driver of deforestation
Korindo’s subsidiary which 
sells paper to Australian 
media companies?
eNGO launched by The 
Center for International 
Policy

Uprooting of forest with 
excavators or bulldozers
Threatened

Smog

Down
Major company that has 
stopped sourcing from 
Korindo
Marsupial living in Papua
Closely related to birds of 
paradise
Landclearing Machine
Native to a certain area
Korindo’s majority owned 
South Korean family
Lung condition that causes 
wheezing
Chop(off)
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Korindo
Orangutan
Red List
Burning Paradise

Tree Kangaroo
Aspex
Korea
Papua

Cassowary
The Australian
Burning

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
Unscramble these four Jumbles, one 

letter to each square to form four 
ordinary words. Then arrange the circle 

letters to form the surprise answer.
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via Aspex newsprint

Send a letter to the Editor asking the publishers 
of The Australian and The Courier Mail to:

• Purchase newsprint only from responsible 
suppliers

• Take immediate action to remove from their 
supply chains the Aspex newsprint used 
regionally for Australian newspaper production 
by News Corp.

Doing so will help protect the rainforest, endangered 

species, indigenous communities, and the climate, 
and could persuade Korindo to join others in the 
palm oil, timber, and pulp and paperindustries in 
moving in a more environmentally and socially 
responsible manner.

It will also help their newspapers and subscribers 
feel confident that they are dispensing and 
consuming news without a connection to 
deforestation or endangerment of wild life and 
natural ecosystems.

SIGN ON TO ASK NEWS CORP TO CUT TIES WITH KORINDO AND ASPEX
First name .................................................................................................................

Last Name  ................................................................................................................

Email   ...........................................................................................................................

  Tick if applicable – I want to receive campaign updates

You can use the QR code (top of the page) or follow the link to 
send your message www.marketsforchange.org.  Or fill in this 
form and mail to us to collate and send: Markets For Change,     
PO Box 3087, West Hobart, TAS 7000.

TAKE  ACTION & HELP  SAVE  PAPUAN  RAINFORESTS!

Scan QR code to take action


