
What happened at the 
Senate Marriage Inquiry
Same-sex marriage advocates unanimously told the Senate Marriage Inquiry that the protections for 
religious freedom in the Exposure Draft went too far, and that they will accept no additional protections 
for ministers of religion or people of faith.  It is clear that the division on the question of religious freedom 
is as wide as it is on the question of marriage itself. 

More than 75% of Australians identify as being of a particular faith.  This cannot be dismissed as unimportant 
because even if a person does not actively practise a faith, they often send their children to faith-based 
schools and universities, and benefit from faith-based social services and charities.  That the operation of 
these will be threatened by any legislation which fails to fully protect religious freedom will be sufficient to 
attract their concerns. Human nature is such that people will fight against anyone trying to take a freedom 
away from them, even if they do not exercise it in practice

What they said

1. Ms Fiona McLeod SC, 
President, Law Council of Australia

“Those (religious) exemptions should be removed 
from the exposure draft.” 

2. Ms Robin Banks, 
Anti-Discrimination Commissioner, Equal Opportunity Tasmania

“We oppose extending (religious) protections…” 

3. Felicity Marlowe, 
Convenor, Rainbow Families Victoria 
“I flatly refuse that they should have the right to 
refuse…” 

4. Shelley Argent, 
National Spokesperson, Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays (PFLAG)

“This panel needs to understand that we…are 100 
per cent adamant that the proposed amendments 
will not be supported by us ever.”

5. Lauren Foy, 
Co-convenor, New South Wales Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby

“We do not support any proposed exemptions…”

6. Rodney Croome, 
Spokesperson, just.equal

When asked very specifically whether people 
would be willing to wait for marriage equality 
rather than accept these caveats and conditions 
and exemptions, the response was, just as 
strongly, ‘We can wait’.

7. Dr Sharon Dane, 
designer of survey for PFLAG and just.equal

“Opposition was high for all [religious exemption] 
scenarios, ranging from 92% opposed to 98% 
opposed. The only exception was for religious 
celebrants. In this case 59% disagreed…”

8. The Hon. Penny Sharpe MLC, 
Member, New South Wales Parliamentary Working Group on 
Marriage Equality

“We oppose the full extent of religious 
exemptions currently provided in the draft bill.…”

9. Chris Pycroft, 
Co-convenor, New South Wales Gay and Lesbian Rights 
Lobby

“No discrimination, no new discrimination, no 
watering down of discrimination law.”

10. Jamie Gardiner, 
Vice-President, Liberty Victoria

“These additional discriminations to be set up 
under the guise of religious freedom would make 
the bill unacceptable to each person filling in the 
submission... equality... is not negotiable.”


