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MainPAC 2017 Local BOE Questionnaire 

Thank you for taking our candidate questionnaire. We understand the demands of running 
for public office and appreciate your time in completing these questions.  

The deadline for completing the questionnaire is noon, Friday, June 16, 2017. Your answers 
to these survey questions may be provided to the public. Please know that it would be an 
exceptional case for MainPAC to endorse a candidate who chooses not to return the survey. 

If you have questions about the survey or our process, please contact Brandi Fisher at 
brandi@mainstreamcoalition.org or call our office at 913-649-3326. 

 

1-2. Candidate demographics 

 

3. Why are you running for your community's school board? 

My goal in serving on the school board is to preserve and enhance the quality of our public 
schools. I am a parent, patron and alumni of the Shawnee Mission School District and an 
educator by profession.  I believe that quality public education is the cornerstone of a 
thriving community and healthy democracy.  

Education for All. I have been a long-time champion of public education because of the 
unique opportunity public schools create for every child to meaningfully engage in society, 
regardless of zip code or readiness to learn. My volunteer efforts have been directed 
through non-partisan organizations with pro-public education platforms, like the PTA, Game 
On for Kansas Schools and MainStream Coalition, to inform parents and patrons about the 
decisions being made by policymakers that impact students’ learning opportunities and well 
as to inform policymakers about the concerns and perspectives of public school parents.     

Leadership. I decided to run for the Shawnee Mission East Area Board position for a variety 
of reasons, in part to take a more direct role in shaping education policy for Shawnee 
Mission Public School students including the opportunity to participate in hiring the next 
district leader.  While the superintendent search may be well underway by the November 
elections, I would like to bring my educational research and parent advocacy perspectives to 
the final selection process. I am interested in learning what our collective community 
identifies as the preferred qualifications.  I know that I personally will be listening for a 
superintendent who is an inspiring instructional leader, with an understanding of school 
finance, an appreciation for evidence-based decision making, as well as someone with a 
recognition that informed parents and patrons are an asset to the Shawnee Mission 
community and public education at large. 

Communication & Transparency. As a parent advocate, I have raised a number of questions 
over the years about policies and procedures that impact student learning. A significant 
portion of my volunteer efforts have been spent seeking answers to those questions and 
sharing what I’ve learned, particularly in regard to policy that effects the capacity of our 
schools to meet the educational needs of all students.  If elected, I will continue to promote 
effective communication, asking relevant questions and conveying to parents and patrons 
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the rationale for district policy decisions and their capacity to enhance learning 
opportunities for SMSD students.   

  

4. What qualifications and background experiences do you have that specifically relate to 
the role of a school board member? 

I hold a Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota in Special Education, a Masters in Education 
from Harvard University and an undergraduate degree from Georgetown University.   

My professional background is in educational research.  I served as a principal investigator 
with a research team focused on student engagement and dropout prevention for youth 
with disabilities at the University of Minnesota, before relocating back to Kansas.  I 
periodically teach graduate courses in educational research methods as an adjunct faculty 
member at the University of Kansas and more recently at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City.  

My involvement with the PTA began as room parent when our first child enrolled in 
kindergarten and has included support for a variety of committees over the years. I was 
elected PTA President and when Highlands Elementary was rebuilt, I took a leadership role 
through the PTA and Foundation to gather community feedback, prioritize and facilitate 
building enhancements. For the past six years, I have had the opportunity to mentor a 
Rosehill student from first to sixth grade through the district’s MVP program, and will be 
transitioning with her on to Indian Woods. 

The majority of my volunteer time, however, has been focused on the state legislature, 
advocating for adequate funding and pro-public education policy. I served continuously as a 
PTA legislative liaison, first at Highlands, then Indian Hills, East, as well at the Shawnee 
Mission Area Council PTA and Kansas PTA.  I was elected to a term as Kansas PTA Legislative 
Chair and have taken a leadership role in preparing and presenting testimony to state 
legislators in Topeka.  I also worked for MainStream as legislative liaison for two sessions.   

 

5. As a school board member, what are your top three priorities for your district? 

My top three priorities for the district include, but are not limited to: 

• a renewed focus on student success for all, 

• open communication, and  

• strengthening professional learning environments. 
 
Renewed focus on student success.   I will encourage an inclusive and evidence-based 
decision-making process to prioritize the use of increased K-12 funding from the 2017 state 
legislature. Districts will see a partial restoration of state aid, with an estimated increase of 
at least $10 million to Shawnee Mission toward the more than $25 million in budget cuts 
made since 2009. Creating opportunities for every student to make meaningful progress 
toward college and career readiness is a primary goal of public education.   
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Open Communication and Transparency.  I will prioritize a review of board procedures and 
district practices directed at improving communication with parents, the Shawnee Mission 
community as well as within the district. One immediate change I will bring to the board 
meetings is my tendency to ask questions and an expectation for public discussion among 
board members.  I will also encourage consideration of procedures that are more effective 
at demonstrating active listening, respect and responsiveness to concerns raised in open 
forum. 

Rebuilding Professional Learning Environments for Teachers & Principals.  Effective teaching 
and learning is more likely to be found in districts whose leadership is trusted by teachers 
and principals. An important trait of a trustworthy superintendent is the use of a 
management approach based on mutual respect and shared leadership - grounded in a 
common vision, clear expectations and informed decision-making. I will encourage the 
selection of a new superintendent who fits this description of an inspiring instructional 
leader, in alignment with the expectations of community stakeholders. 

  

6. Describe your understanding of how public school districts are funded. 

States Obligation. Funding public education is a primary responsibility of state government, 
typically accounting for about half of most states’ budgets. The Kansas legislature is 
uniquely obligated to make suitable provision for finance of the educational interests of the 
state, under Article 6 of the state constitution. Our constitution also holds that “the 
legislature shall provide for intellectual, educational, vocational and scientific improvement 
by establishing and maintaining public schools, educational institutions and related 
activities.”  A prevailing interpretation of the recent Kansas Supreme Court rulings, under 
Gannon and Montoy, would suggest that our state lawmakers must equitably and 
adequately fund schools at a level in which students make reasonable progress toward and 
achieve college and career readiness, as defined by the State Board of Education. 

Sources of Revenue. Kansas public schools are funded primarily from three sources of 
revenue: federal, state and local.  State and local funds comprise the majority of the budget, 
with a smaller portion of dollars coming from federal programs. Most federal education 
revenues are either Title I funds for the free and reduced lunch program serving children 
from low income families or from IDEA and Medicaid for special education programs serving 
youth with disabilities. Property taxes are the source of local revenues, with a 20 mill levy 
mandate for education. State revenues are a combination of sales, income and property tax. 

Types of Funds. Local districts are required to silo funds primarily into one of three main 
types: operational, capital, and debt service. Operational funds are used to support the 
classrooms and the day-to-day activities of the school district. This includes personnel 
compensation, utilities, student transportation, and supplies and services.  Capital funds are 
used to repair and maintain buildings and purchase equipment and furniture. Debt service 
funds, also referred to as bond and interest, is used to repay investors for the amount 
borrowed plus accumulated interest. 

Allocation. For the past 20 to 30 years, most states have used a two-tier formula to 
distribute state education funding to local school districts, through a combination of per 
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pupil foundation aid and weighted aid. This latter part of the formula is to account for those 
cost factors outside the control of school districts, like poverty, disabilities, second language 
learners, sparsity, and distance. Essentially, the cost to provide an equitable opportunity for 
a quality public education is not the same for all students. Some youth live 20 miles from 
school and others enter kindergarten less ready to learn, but local school districts accept all 
students who enter their boundaries and strive to graduate all to the same high standards.  

  

7. The Kansas Constitution requires the legislature to provide suitable funding for public 
education. Do you feel your local district is being suitably funded? Explain your answer. 

No, neither Shawnee Mission nor any other school district in the state of Kansas is being 
adequately funded.  The Kansas Supreme Court ruled that the Kansas legislature has failed 
to uphold its constitutional obligation in the Montoy and Gannon school finance lawsuits.  
The Supreme Court noted that the state legislature has reduced base state aid per pupil by 
more than $511 million since the Great Recession (Gannon, 2017).  Essentially, Kansas public 
schools have had to operate under 21st century expectations with 1990s funding levels, 
adjusting for inflation.  

While the 2017 Kansas legislature has turned a corner for public education, the funding 
challenges are not yet fully resolved.  The Gannon ruling did not specify a specific dollar 
amount that would satisfy the question of adequacy. Governor Brownback signed the new 
school finance bill just today, June 15, and will be sending it onto the Courts for review. 
While most educators would agree that the bill restores a sound formula and ends the 
inequities of the block grant approach, the question of meeting the adequacy requirement is 
in doubt. The bill restores $293 million over a two year period, not even reaching the levels 
of funding agreed upon in the Montoy ruling back in 2006.  According the Kansas State 
Board of Education, the estimated actual costs of creating the opportunity for every Kansas 
child to meet the new state education performance outcomes would cost over $890 million 
more.  

This $600 million shortfall, equates to at least a $30 million for the Shawnee Mission School 
District based on the high water mark of state aid prior to the Great Recession.  The 2017 
partial restoration of state education funds is estimated to increase our district’s budget by 
at least $10 million. If elected, I will encourage an inclusive and evidence-based decision-
making process to prioritize the use of increased K-12 funding to maximize opportunities for 
every student to make meaningful progress toward college and career readiness is a primary 
goal of public education.   

  

8. What do you see as the role of Common Core standards in your school district? 

The Kansas mathematics and English language arts standards are derived from the Common 
Core State Standards and were adopted by the Kansas Board of Education in 2010. 
Representatives of the Kansas Department of Education were active participants on the 
national team that developed the mathematics standards for the Common Core.  The 
foundation of the Shawnee Mission School District education standards are based on the 
Kansas College and Career Ready Education Standards, aka, the Common Core. 
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In accordance with state statute, both of these standards have hit their seven year mark, 
triggering an automatic review by the state. The review process typically takes at least a full 
year and involves stakeholders from across the education spectrum. From what I have read, 
the revised Kansas English language arts and mathematics standards are not deviating much 
from the primary goals of the Common Core. The revised standards continue to focus on 
conceptual understanding and real-world applications, with priority given the depth of 
knowledge rather than breadth of familiarity.  

Only a few years ago, some members of the Kansas legislature joined in a national effort to 
ban schools districts of implementing anything related to the Common Core.  Here are two 
links to a couple of the documents I prepared on behalf of the Kansas PTA, in an effort to 
help parents make more informed decisions about the issue: 

• Issue Brief - http://kansas-pta-
legislative.org/sites/default/files/IssueBriefCCSS_KSCCRS.pdf   

• Myth Busters - http://kansas-pta-legislative.org/?q=content/myth-busters-%E2%80%93-
common-core-state-standards-%E2%80%93-reality-prohibition-%E2%80%93-september-
2013-issue-7.    

I personally share the opinions of this testimony.  

  

9. Under what circumstances should a school board allow the removal of books from a 
school’s curriculum and/or libraries? 

District curriculum and library books are chosen by professionals. Librarians, curriculum 
coordinators and/or lead teachers, typically work in committees to review and recommend 
the adoption of new district educational materials, using the district and state education 
standards to guide the decision-making process.  These recommendations are then likely 
reviewed and approved by the superintendent and other district leadership.  As a school 
board member, I would feel compelled to weigh in on the selection criteria (e.g., the 
education standards, price range, and relevancy) to ensure that the rational for choosing 
one set of books over another is in alignment with our district’s vision and education goals.  
However, I would defer to the professional judgement of our district’s committee members 
to determine which materials best meet the established criteria. 

If I were to identify a circumstance in which a school board allowed the removal of books, it 
would be one in which our district professionals were concerned. Where Howard Zinn’s 
textbooks includes information on American history from the perspective of the conquered, 
others may only describe events of 1492 from the perspective of Christopher Columbus.  If a 
district committee approached the school board with a request to remove out dated history 
textbooks or library novels that were not as culturally competent as we expect our students 
to become, I would consider removal of the books.  

  

10. Teaching Intelligent Design in high school science classes 

Disagree. I oppose teaching intelligent design in high school sciences classes because it is 
not a scientific concept.  The science classroom should be focused on science concepts. For 
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example, the theory of evolution is a highly credible body of research based on 150 years of 
critical analysis and evidence systematically gathered from across the globe.  Evolution is 
and should be a central tenant of high school biology courses and an underlying theme of 
elementary and middle school science instruction.  This is just one example a numerous, 
complex topics that span the scope of key science concepts. 

According to the Intelligent Design Network, certain features of the universe and living 
things are best explained by patterns arranged by an intelligent cause for a purpose rather 
than by natural selection.  This explanation of an observed phenomenon is not scientifically 
based.  Our science teachers are not trained in theology. Perhaps if a public high school 
offered a class in comparative religion, Intelligence Design could be included as an element 
of these curriculum materials. However, science courses should be restricted to science 
concepts.  

 

11. Public dollars being used to support private/parochial schools 

I oppose the use of public dollars to support private/parochial schools.  I oppose legislation 
and related policy that would use voucher systems, tuition tax credits, or choice plans to aid 
private elementary or secondary schools which are not subject to the same legal 
requirements as public school districts. My opposition stems from the discriminatory 
admission and expulsion practices that are utilized by non-public schools, which in essence 
creates a system of school choice, not parental choice. Most non-public schools, for 
example, do not provide special education services. In addition, these voucher-type 
programs allow for religious instruction, an affront to the Establishment Clause of the US 
Constitution. Moreover, non-public schools can ‘compete’ under different rules of 
accountability:  foregoing accreditation, opting out of participation in or reporting of 
students’ state assessments scores, and choosing not to disclose financial records.  

“No voucher study anywhere has ever shown academic gains; not in Milwaukee, not in D.C., 
not in Cleveland” (Diane Ravitch, 2016 - education historian). 

A link to testimony that I prepared and presented to the Kansas legislature on behalf of the 
Kansas PTA in opposition to a voucher expansion bill is provided - http://kansas-pta-
legislative.org/sites/default/files/KSPTA%20TestimonyHouseEducCommFeb2016%20Scholarsh
ip%20voucher%20HB2457.pdf.   I personally share the opinions of the testimony. 

 

12. Public dollars being spent to educate children of undocumented immigrants, or children 
who are undocumented: 

Agree. I support the education of all children living within the boundaries of the Shawnee 
Mission School District.  In June 1982, the U.S. Supreme Court issued the landmark decision, 
Plyler v Doe, holding that states cannot constitutionally deny students a free public 
education on account of their immigration status. Children cannot be penalized for the 
choices of their parents. If every child is entitled to a public education then there should not 
be any discrimination towards the children of illegal immigrants. 

http://kansas-pta-legislative.org/sites/default/files/KSPTA%20TestimonyHouseEducCommFeb2016%20Scholarship%20voucher%20HB2457.pdf
http://kansas-pta-legislative.org/sites/default/files/KSPTA%20TestimonyHouseEducCommFeb2016%20Scholarship%20voucher%20HB2457.pdf
http://kansas-pta-legislative.org/sites/default/files/KSPTA%20TestimonyHouseEducCommFeb2016%20Scholarship%20voucher%20HB2457.pdf
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Furthermore, a recent study by the Pew Research Center noted that the prevalence of K-12 
students with at least one parent who is an unauthorized immigrant is about 7% or about 4 
million youth, nationally.  Kansas is below the national average at 6.7 percent.  Nonetheless, 
researchers found that the vast majority of students with at least one unauthorized 
immigrant parent (3.2 million, or 5.9% of total enrollment in 2014) were U.S.-born children 
and thus U.S. citizens at birth. In other words, a very small percentage of children enrolled in 
grades K-12 were born outside of the United States. 

For more information, see http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/11/17/children-of-
unauthorized-immigrants-represent-rising-share-of-k-12-students/ 

 

13. Removing due process from teachers 

I opposed the removal of teacher’s due process rights and have worked through the Kansas 
PTA to reinstate this professional expectation for all Kansas teachers. Shawnee Mission 
Public Schools has retained due process in their contract agreements, even though the state 
does not require it.  This policy is often misrepresented as a form of lifetime job protection, 
rather than the more accurate descriptor of self-defense.  Nor does this mean that teachers 
are not held accountable to high professional standards of behavior. 

As noted by the Kansas National Education Association, due process rights provides 
teachers the platform to hold all students to high standards – even the children of school 
board members and star athlete.  Parental pressure to change a student’s grade can also be 
resisted under the protection of due process rights. This policy plays an important role in 
maintaining the quality of public education, by ensuring teachers the safety to tell parents 
and the community when conditions in our schools might be harmful to our students 
physically or educationally.   

The Kansas Supreme Court Million ruling on due process in 1957 noted that: “…to protect 
competent and worthy instructors and other members of the teaching profession against 
unjust dismissal of any kind – political, religious or personal, and secure for them teaching 
conditions which will encourage their growth in the full practice of their profession, 
unharried by constant pressure and fear but it does not confer special privileges or 
immunities upon them to retain permanently their positions or salary, nor permit their 
interference with the control or efficient operation of the public-school system; and, 
notwithstanding it grants tenure to those who have taught the requisite period, it 
nonetheless empowers Boards of Education to discharge then for just cause in an orderly 
manner by the procedures specified.” 

  

14. Spending public dollars to support special needs students should Federal Medicaid 
dollars no longer be available. 

It is my understanding that spending public dollars to support special needs students should 
Federal Medicaid dollars no longer be available is not an optional choice that school boards 
can debate. The provision of special education services is a federal mandate, under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) of 1975.  If the US congress passes the current bill to 
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repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act, Kansas would lose over $45 million in federal aid 
to cover the costs of related services. Districts would be required to use either general 
operating funds or pursue an increase in local authority to provide the related medicals 
needs that allow a youth with disabilities engage in the learning process.  

Related services includes: transportation, speech-language pathology and audiology 
services, interpreting services, psychological services, physical and occupational therapy, 
recreation, including therapeutic recreation, social work services, school nurse services 
designed to enable a child with a disability to receive a free appropriate public education as 
described in the individualized education program of the child, counseling services, including 
rehabilitation counseling, orientation and mobility services, and medical services, except 
that such medical services shall be for diagnostic and evaluation purposes only) as may be 
required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special education, and includes 
early identification and assessment of disabling conditions in children (see 
http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/relsvcs.defs.htm#sthash.vGot59tY.dpuf). 

Local school boards would be well advised to mobilize their local communities, in alignment 
with district legislative platforms, and urge their patrons to contact their elected officials. 
Our US congressmen need to know that we expect them to fund public schools with the 
actual costs of providing youth with disabilities the opportunity to be college and career 
ready and to fully fund their educational mandates toward this end. 

 

15. Using student test scores as part of a teacher's evaluation. 

While I oppose using test scores as part of teacher evaluations, for a variety of reasons, I do 
support comprehensive teacher evaluations to promote high quality instruction and 
continuous improvement. Teacher evaluations should be used cooperatively to improve 
teaching, using reliable and valid data, like those gathered from classroom observations. 

One problem with using test scores for teacher evaluation is the lack of standardized 
assessments of all teachers. While districts routinely collect information on student’s 
performance in mathematics and reading comprehension, no such assessments are 
administered for choir, physical education, journalism, graphic design and the like. Nor 
would I recommend that states develop and administer such standardized tests. The use of 
teacher made tests, while are common element in the portfolio of student performance 
measures used to assign course grades, are not appropriate for judging teacher 
performance in the context of human resource matters.  The degree of reliability and validity 
associated with teacher made tests is not high enough for legally binding decisions, such as 
teacher evaluations.  For another, teaching and learning is a cooperative endeavor, which 
thrives in a collaborative environment. The methodological challenges of attempting to 
disentangle the contributions of a single teacher in association with the academic progress 
of an individual student is cost prohibitive.  

 

 

http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/relsvcs.defs.htm#sthash.vGot59tY.dpuf
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16. Public dollars supporting extracurricular activities—such as sports, performing arts, or 
fine arts—in public schools 

I agree in general, although I tend to classify the fine arts and performing arts as electives, 
rather than extracurricular activities. Nonetheless, public dollars should be used to 
support— sports, performing arts, fine arts and such—in public schools.  For one, this policy 
position is in alignment with the Rose Capacities, which are a set of outcome indicators 
explicated defined by the Kansas Supreme Court, and is in alignment with the Kansas 
education goals established by the Kansas Board of Education, as described by state 
Department of Education in the new accreditation model and Kansans CAN vision. (see 
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Learning%20Services%20Documents/Rose%20Standards%20Cr
osswalk%20cf%20TC2.pdf) 

Sports: 

Rose Standards 4. Sufficient self-knowledge and knowledge of his or her mental and 
physical wellness.  

Kansas College and Career Ready Employability Skills - The Kansas definition of 
college and career ready advocates for employability skills through the subset of 
Interpersonal Qualities. This subset of skills specifically addresses students’ abilities 
to self-manage their own thoughts, feelings and behaviors and promotes self-
awareness to develop positive self-worth and self-confidence.  

Performing and Fine Arts: 

Rose Standards 5. Sufficient grounding in the arts to enable each student to 
appreciate his or her cultural and historical heritage. 

Kansas College and Career Ready Employability Skills - The Kansas definition of 
college and career ready advocates for employability skills through the subset of 
Critical Thinking Skills, specifically asking students to engage in creative thinking and 
being able to generate new ideas and find solutions to problems. The subset of 
Interpersonal Qualities also expects that students will work with others from diverse 
backgrounds and experiences allowing for appreciation of their own in the process. 

A second reason for supporting this policy position is that extracurricular activities serve as a 
protective factor for youth who are at-risk of disengaging from and dropping out of school.  
These programs provide students with a reason to come to school, an opportunity to be 
successful and to receive positive feedback from adults and their peers.  The benefit of 
these extracurricular programs also yields a significant economic benefit to the community 
at large, with a positive return on investment in terms of increased school completion rates, 
increase earnings and an associated reduction in dependency on social services and 
reduction in involvement in the correctional system. 

Third, I trust the freely elected school board members to allocate funds appropriately, 
balancing the appropriate amount of resources toward extracurricular activities and elective 
coursework, in relation to the other educational goals of the local schools and in alignment 
with the values of the local school community. 
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17. What is your position on human sexuality education in the public schools? Select one. 

Yes, comprehensive, age-appropriate, medically accurate, with a parental option to “opt-
out.” 

I support the sexual education curricula in the Shawnee Mission schools and I will continue 
to support an informed opt-out policy.  Curriculum decisions are the purview of local and 
state school boards, not the legislature, as noted in Article 6 of the state constitution.  Sex 
education from parents and teachers help our youth remain healthy and make responsible, 
informed decisions. We know from research that preventing teen pregnancies helps to 
break the cycle of poverty, improves educational attainment for at-risk students and reduces 
dependency on social services.  Restrictions on credible materials ties the hands of Kansas 
educators and prevents teachers from providing the education their students need and their 
parents expect. 

Local districts must meet the statutory requirements of teaching physical education, which 
includes instruction in health and human sexuality. Toward this end, I would support the 
district’s current practice of notifying parents of upcoming lesson plans within a reasonable 
time frame, scheduling evening meetings in which parents can come into school to preview 
the instructional materials and provide any parent with the related curriculum materials 
upon request.   

 

18. What is your position on a transgender student’s use of bathrooms in public schools? 
Select one. 

• School districts should continue to handle the situation locally. 

• Students should use the bathroom of their biological gender 

• Students should use the bathroom of their biological gender, or a private bathroom 
made available by the school 

• Students should be allowed to use the bathroom of their gender orientation 

X    Other (please specify) 

I personally prefer allowing students to choose which bathroom they are most comfortable 
using, in conjunction with local control, checking a modified first option "school districts 
should continue to handle the situation locally".  I am comfortable selecting this option, in 
part, because I am confident that the principals in the Shawnee Mission schools are 
respectfully meeting the needs of transgender students along with the classmates of these 
youth.  

From what I have observed, schools make a private bathroom available to the students if 
routine use of the standard restrooms are uncomfortable or problematic for the 
transgender students or their peers. I addition, I would expect principals to deal with any 
associated bullying behaviors or safety concerns in accordance with related district policies 
and procedures. 
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19. Do you support or oppose partisan elections for school board races? 

I oppose partisan school board races. 

 

20. Summarize your community affiliations/memberships and groups that have given you 
their endorsement. 

I have not yet solicited official endorsements from any individuals or organizations, beyond 
the completion of candidate surveys.  

I hold a number of community affiliations/memberships, including: 

• Lifetime member of the Kansas PTA 

• Advocacy team member of the Kansas PTA 

• SMAC PTA Legislative Co-chair 

• Shawnee Mission East Legislative Chair 

• Game On for Kansas Schools member 

• MainStream Coalition member 

• City of Fairway, Parks and Recreation Committee member 

• HOA and Shawnee Mission East volleyball parent 

• Former Shawnee Mission East football and lacrosse parent 

 

21. The MainStream Coalition stands for mainstream, common sense. We believe that 
people with different points of view can come together to forge good government that 
benefits all citizens. We are committed to strong public education, fiscally responsible 
policies that balance revenue strategies, and good government free from partisan 
machinations and religious doctrine. 

Do you agree with our positions, why or why not? 

I wholeheartedly agree. People with different points of view can and must come together to 
forge good government that benefits all citizens. I am committed to strong public 
education, fiscally responsible policies that balance revenue strategies, and good 
government free from partisan machinations and religious doctrine.  

Public education is a non-partisan issue and a cornerstone of a thriving democracy. Public 
education is also a critical responsibility that we can no longer take for granted. If we want 
our schools to remain dynamic, rigorous, engaging, responsive and relevant, then all who 
value public education must be united and proactive regardless of party affiliation.  
Privatization of K-12 education has become a unifying agenda for a number of disparate 
groups whose ideologies, whether limited government, free market or religious zeal, have 
coalesced around this common goal.  

The drive to privatize public education has pushed K-12 schools into the hyper-partisan zone 
on fabricated causes that divide the masses, such as Common Core, Choice, Charter Schools, 
and Tax Credits. While educators by nature are non-partisan, non-political beings, silence in 
the wake of persistent attacks on a cornerstone institution of democracy is being 
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interpreted by the broader community as consent. School board members must join the 
voices of those who are advocating for sound educational policies.    

 

22. Is there anything else you would like us to know about you and/or your candidacy? 

If elected, I look forward to serving on the school board and having a more direct role in 
creating educational opportunities for all students in the Shawnee Mission schools. 


