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Jewish Foodies Mobilize COVID-19 Relief to Crowdfund 
Dozens of Trailer-Loads of Food Worth $2 Million

 LAURA LALLEN

NEW YORK, NY – Jewish chefs, 
cookbook authors, food writers and 
food manufacturers are coming 
together to help Masbia Soup Kitch-
en Network with trailer-loads of food. 
Some are offering gifts to donors in 
return for donations. Among them 
are cookbooks, personal cooking 
demos and personally catered meals 
for donors who make large donations. 
Some kosher food vendors like Gefen 
and Haddar even offered to match 
donations to help reach the goal.

Since the coronavirus outbreak, 
the demand for food at Masbia has 
spiked 500%. Masbia went from dis-

tributing  two or three trailer-loads  of 
food a week to over a dozen. Together, 
they are crowdfunding dozens of trail-
er-loads of different types of food with 
a total value of $2 million. Each individ-
ual trailer has its own goal, based on 
what it costs to fill that trailer with that 
particular type of food, and most have 
their own gifts offered by their hosts.

“I am so thankful to all those 
famous foodies who regularly volun-

teer at Masbia and wanted to help out 
but, due to social distancing, needed 
to think outside the box... They came 
up with crowdfunding trailers of food. 
Each one of them chose a food ingre-
dient they cared to fundraise for. Some 
even included a recipe for that ingre-
dient. 

Each trailer has the cost of a unit, 
a case, a pallet and the entire trailer. 
People who respond to their call can 
respond with whatever amount suits 

them best. There is a progress bar on 
each page that shows how much each 
trailer has raised to date,” said Alex-
ander Rapaport, executive director of 
Masbia Soup Kitchen Network. “Some 
trailers have [matching donations] 
from the company, some have gifts 
from the host, and some even have 
both.” 

Masbia Soup Kitchen Network is the 
largest kosher soup kitchen. Masbia 

operates soup kitchens and food pan-
tries out of three locations — two in 
Brooklyn and one in Queens. Masbia 
currently serves close to 7,000 families 
with raw food on a weekly basis and 
about 5,000 people with ready-to-eat 
dinners every day. masbia.org/trailers 

Contact Alexander Rapaport: alex@
masbia.org, (718) 972-4446 ext. 301, 
Masbia of Flatbush, 1372 Coney Island 
Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230.

Politz Hebrew Academy of Philadelphia to 
Create Art Sculpture With Names Memorializing 

Victims and Survivors of the Holocaust
KAREN KREBS- WELLERSTEIN 

Av 5780
The Politz Hebrew Academy in Phil-

adelphia, Pennsylvania, has embarked 
on a significant project to memorial-
ize the Kedoshim and survivors of the 
Holocaust.

Those who had the determination 
and courage to rebuild a broken world 

after the Holocaust are getting older, 
and Politz Hebrew Academy believes 
it is its obligation as a testament to the 
invincible spirit of Klal Yisrael to honor 
and remember both the Kedoshim and 
our survivors.

The Memorial Art Piece being cre-
ated by an Israeli sculptress, Mrs. Edna 
Dagan, will include the names of those 
who have perished and of those who 

survived the worst crime against Jews 
in modern history.

This is not a fundraiser. No funds 
will ever be requested for this project.

What we are requesting is for you 
to please email at the address belo

w the names you know of parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, extended 
family members, friends and relatives 
who either perished or survived.

Please send your list of names either 
in Hebrew or English and the person’s 
relationship to you, to kkrebs-weller-
stein@politzhebrewacademy.org.

The deadline is firm — 
September 14, 2020 (25 Elul 5780).

Karen Krebs-Wellerstein is the direc-
tor of development and marketing at 
Politz Hebrew academy.
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