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Clean energy, like solar & wind, creates jobs in 
New England, and uses our abundant resources 
to make our cities & towns better places to 
live. We work to help local communities 
implement clean energy projects & policies like: 
    
Community Shared Solar 
If your roof is not right for solar, or you rent 
your home or business location, consider 
community shared solar. This allows everyone 
to use local clean energy by having solar panels 
in a location that is better for making electricity.

Community Choice Aggregation  
CCA, also known as Community Choice Energy, 
allows towns & cities to become the default 
energy supplier for all the homes & small 
businesses in their community. This lets them 
buy green power in bulk for everyone in town, 
an option that is being used by towns across MA 
to buy from 5% to 25% green energy in addition 
to what is required by law. 

Micro-grids 
Micro-grids are a local version of the electricity 
grid that allow a neighborhood to make & use 
their power locally. Many micro-grids also 
provide district heating & cooling, with the 
excess heat from making the electricity. 

Conduit Hydropower 
A new approach to creating local power, Conduit
Hydropower uses a town's existing water mains 
to make electricity. Turbines  fit inside the pipe 
and are placed in the flow of the water. Towns 
can allow a company to put the turbines in and 
 buy the power, or can own the turbines.  

Climate Action Planning 
Getting your town to 100% clean energy starts 
with a plan, and a plan starts by figuring out 
where you are right now. We help communities 
understand their planning options, find the data 
on where they are now, and connect with other 
towns & with experts who can help them move 
forward.  

O U R  I S S U E S
Waste & food contributes to climate change, 
whether it’s wasted food, trash, or inefficient 
appliances. Did you know we throw away 30% of 
the food we buy? We can waste less and make
our communities healthier through better 
choices. By increasing efficiency, and purchasing 
and using natural products, we can work towards
a cleaner world. 
    - Rescued Food 
    - Composting 
    - Reducing Garbage and Improving                   
       Recycling 
    - Factory Farming and Climate                         
       Impacts 

Dirty energy is any type of power that creates 
pollution and climate change. Our dependence on
oil and gas and other fossil fuels harms our 
health, our environment, and the well-being of 
the human race. Dirty energy issues MCAN 
engages on include: 
    - Gas Leaks 
    - Gas Pipelines 
    - Fuel Trains 
  
Adaptation is how a community or a system 
changes to cope with our changing climate. 
Resilience is how quickly a system recovers from 
damage, including extreme weather from climate 
change. We work with chapters, cities and towns 
to tackle issues like: 
    - Changing land use  
    - Smarter infrastructure 
    - Better Planning 

O U R  I S S U E S
W E  C A N  A L S O  H E L P  W I T H . . .C L E A N  E N E R G Y

T O  L E A R N  M O R E  E M A I L  U S  A T  
I N F O @ M A S S C L I M A T E A C T I O N . N E T



HOW WE WORK

14 Beacon St, Suite 505 
Boston, MA 02108

www.massclimateaction.net

SUPPORT local MCAN chapters to 
implement change at the municipal 
level. Municipalities have been the most 
active level of government to fight 
climate change on a worldwide basis. 

ADVOCATE at the state and regional 
level for policies and programs that will 
benefit municipalities and 
their residents. 

FACILITATE peer learning and tool- 
sharing to effectively replicate 
successful programs from one 
municipality to the next. 

JOIN US!
NOW IS THE TIME! 

community action 

policy action 

personal action

 We are a 501(c)3 non-profit, and are 
proud to have almost 50 chapters 

throughout the state who are working on 
fighting climate change locally.  

C H A P T E R  W O R K

HOW TO  GET INVOLVED
 
 

Join our TV team, legislative team, or 
grassroots media team.  Contact us at 

info@massclimateaction.net 
and we can put you in touch with your 

local chapter! 
 

"We help 
communities 
become more 
sustainable & 
a better place 

to live." 

Founded in 2000, Climate Action Brookline has held 
a town wide "Climate Week" since 2010, with local 

authors and expert panelists, as well as their popular 
"3 Rs depot" which is focused on helping Brookline 

Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle. 
CAB has advanced several important town initiatives 

through town meeting and town government and 
achieved the top tier in the solarize program as well 

as recently advancing a bold vision for their 
community choice aggregation plan. 

Green Needham was looking for a way to re-purpose 
the town's capped landfill and in March of 2016, a 

solar project was completed. Containing 11,780 solar 
panels spread across 12 acres of land.  This clean, 

local energy source is expected to replace 27% of the 
towns annual electricity & over 20 years save the 

town more than $11 million on electricity cost 
savings, property tax payments, and lease payments.  

Green Cambridge works on a variety of projects to 
improve the sustainability of Cambridge, including 

providing free rain barrel installation assistance and 
promoting solar on public and private buildings. In 

2013 Green Cambridge launched the Net Zero 
petition, which led to the 25 year Net Zero Action 

Plan unanimously adopted by the City Council. Green 
Cambridge has also worked towards the citywide ban 
on plastic bags, promoted and facilitated composting, 

and continued to educate Cambridge residents.  

- Carol Oldham, Executive Director


