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• What’s At Stake in the State 
Energy “Omnibus” Bill 

• Key Elements of the Legislation
• Priorities for Environmental 

and Clean Energy Advocates
• Call to Action!

Overview



What’s at Stake
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• ONE THIRD of our annual electricity consumption

• Dependence on gas & MA ratepayers subsidizing 
new gas pipeline capacity

• Cutting our climate change pollution to levels 
required under the Global Warming Solutions Act

• Sustaining the Commonwealth’s clean energy 
industry



Energy “Omnibus” Legislation
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● Some guesswork is required because there is 
not yet any clear omnibus energy bill…

● Procurement of New Electricity Supply
○ Transmission for hydropower from Canada & renewable energy 

resources (like wind) from neighboring states (Maine & NY)
○ Gas pipeline capacity
○ Offshore wind from Mass. waters

● Other Policy Provisions
○ Increases in Renewable Energy Requirements
○ Solar & Net Metering Policies
○ Climate Change Benchmarks
○ Energy Storage Technology
○ Gas Leaks



Bold Action Required to Meet GWSA 
Requirements for 2020 & 2050
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● Long term nature 
of energy 
infrastructure 
means must focus 
on 2030 & 2050 
now

● Important to focus 
on 2030 and 2050 
emissions 
reduction 
requirements 



Portfolio of Renewable Energy 
Resources Reduce Reliance on Gas
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Portfolio of Renewable Energy 
Resources Reduces Carbon Pollution
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Cost of Investment Would Be Affordable
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No Public Subsidies for 
Gas Infrastructure

(the pipeline “tax”)
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Electric System Highly Dependent on 
Gas
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Pipeline Expansion is a Major Gamble 
for Massachusetts’ Customers
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● Attorney General Study: Pipeline Expansion is 
not necessary to meet electricity needs

● Eversource & National Grid electric service rates 
down substantially from Winter 2015

● Risk of stranded costs for ratepayers--capital 
costs range from $3-$5 billion for large new 
pipeline, not including future fuel costs



Large Gas Pipelines are incompatible 
with the Global Warming Solutions Act
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Expanded Energy Efficiency & Demand 
Response Better than Gas For 
Ratepayers & Climate Risks
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Policy Recommendations

•Prevent subsidies or electric ratepayer support for 
natural gas pipeline capacity in an energy bill (the 
pipeline “tax”)

•Encourage policymakers to 1) reduce peak energy 
demand with energy efficiency and demand 
response, and 2) utilize existing infrastructure, 
such as LNG, to meet peak capacity needs 
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Bring Our Offshore Wind 
Resources to Scale
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8,000 MW of Potential

● More than 10 miles 

offshore

● Accessible with 

commercially available 

technology

● 3 experienced 

developers have 

purchased leases and are 

ready to build, but:

● They need to know there 

is a stable market for 

their power

● Launching an industry 

requires a long-term, 
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Policy Recommendation
Require our electric utilities to procure 
at least 2,000 MW of offshore wind 
capacity by 2030.

Why 2,000 MW?

18Reference: U.Delaware MA Offshore Wind Future Cost Study

https://www.ceoe.udel.edu/File Library/About/SIOW/MA-Offshore-Wind-Future-Cost-Study-FINAL-14-Mar-16.pdf


Improve the Renewable 
Portfolio Standard
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Clean Energy Potential in New England

• Solar: (Conservatively) 2,450 MW by 2025

• Onshore Wind: Around 4,000 MW in New 
England & New York

• Additional Hydropower Generation Available 
from Quebec and Labrador (Canada) Via 
Transmission
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Increased Renewable Energy Creates 
Pathway to 2050 Goals
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% CO2 Reduction
needed to meet 
goal

= 80%

% Renewables 
RPS will add

= 45%



Policy Recommendations
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Double the Annual Increase in the Renewable 

Portfolio Standard from 1% to 2% per year 

● gets us closer to where the scientists say we 

need to be

● creates more jobs

● keeps more of our energy dollars in the 

region



Requirements for New 
Hydropower/Wind 

Transmission 
Procurements
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Transmission Projects Under 
Consideration
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Hydropower/Transmission in Context
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● MA w/other New England states looking to 
build ~2400 MW transmission for 
hydropower imports (2 large HVDC lines)

● Significant Landscape and Environmental 
Impact of Building New Transmission 

● Transmission Could Help Bring New Wind 
Energy Resources Online

● Procurement Should Ensure Highest Value 
for Ratepayers & Environment



Hydropower/Transmission in Context
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Policy Recommendations
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● Procurement of hydropower/transmission must include a 
minimum percent of in-region renewable energy resources
○ 30% RPS Eligible Resources
○ Most efficient use of transmission by bundling hydropower & Wind

● Robust environmental standards in procurement to reduce 
environmental impacts of siting and construction of 
transmission projects 
○ Sited on or within pre-existing infrastructure, water, or other 

corridors where burial is most  practical.

○ Projects would be evaluated against a scale of “levels of 
achievement” (see example illustration below) on environmentally 
preferable criteria to arrive at a score. 

○ Categories would include air quality and greenhouse gas emissions; 
water resource and water quality; habitat; cultural resources; 
recreational use; aesthetic and visual qualities; land use; noise; 
vegetation management; plan for durable mitigation.



Contact Your State 
Representative Now!
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Call your representative and Senator and tell them you want:
● two thousand megawatts of offshore wind
● Increase Renewable Portfolio Standard to 2% year
● Environmental standards for massive electricity 

transmission project

and PLEASE ask them to vote against the bill altogether if it includes a 
pipeline tax!

Don’t know your Representative or Senator? 
https://malegislature.gov/People/Search

You can also find out if your Representative signed a recent letter 
opposing the pipeline tax here: http://tinyurl.com/nopipelinetax

http://tinyurl.com/nopipelinetax


write a letter to the editor

we can help! 

email Hayley at MCAN

hayleyyates@massclimateaction.net
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mailto:hayleyyates@massclimateaction.net


Questions?
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If you have questions about these specific 
policy and subject areas, you can contact our 
speakers:

Gas pipeline tax - cpeale@clf.org 
Offshore Wind - HewettA@nwf.org 
RPS  - eugenia@massenergy.org  
Hydro/Transmission-
jcraft@environmentalleague.org 



Reference: Existing Energy Bills
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● Senator Downing’s S. 1757, “An Act Relative to Clean Energy 
Resources,” would increase the renewable portfolio standard 
from 1 to 2 percent and would require the utilities to solicit 
new renewable energy and hydropower resources.

● Representative Patricia Haddad’s H. 2881, “An Act to 
Promote Energy Diversity,” focuses on promoting offshore 
wind energy and importing gas by incentivizing new pipeline 
capacity.

● Governor Baker’s S. 1965, “An Act Relative to Energy Sector 
Compliance with the Global Warming Solutions Act,” which 
would provides incentives for development of and 
transmission for hydropower from Canada and possibly
renewable energy sources, such as wind. 

● Solar Act—Act 75 of 2016, which included a small increase in 
the “caps” on net metering, a restructuring of the solar 
incentive program, and significant cuts to net metering credit 
values.



Reference: Union of Concerned Scientists 
Report 
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