
Senate Clean Energy Future Tour (https://malegislature.gov/cleanenergyfuture) 

Action Steps: 

1. Mark your calendars and invite your neighbors 

2. Urge your area’s local and state elected officials to attend the listening session 

3. Attend and testify at a listening session 

4. Follow up with your elected officials to ask how they will make clean energy & climate change a priority  

Sample messages to share:  

● I support clean energy because (personal story about air pollution, asthma, hard to find good jobs, high 

cost of energy imports, etc.) 

● I support the Mass Power Forward legislative agenda to advance clean power and push back against fossil 

fuels. [http://mapowerforward.com/legislative-agenda-2017-2018] 
o Specifically, I support… [accelerating the Renewable Portfolio Standard, expanding solar energy, 

drawing a firm line against new gas pipelines, promoting environmental justice, and safely 

decommissioning Pilgrim nuclear plant]. 

● Big fossil fuel power plants, especially the oldest and least efficient, emit pollution that forms smog and 

soot, poisons our fish with mercury, and worsens the climate crisis.  That means people die too soon, get 

more asthma attacks, and face changes in our weather like dangerous storms, floods, droughts and 

increased number of days of dangerously high heat. Reducing emissions will protect the health and safety 

of all of our communities. 

● Energy efficiency is our number 1 way to fight climate change, reduce pollution and save money. We 

should double-down on critical, cost-saving measures and require deeper efficiency moving forward. 

● The Renewable Portfolio Standard is critical for greening our electric supply, but the RPS is not advancing 

fast enough for Massachusetts to meet our clean energy and climate goals. We must accelerate the 

Renewable Portfolio Standard. Doing so will create jobs in New England and will help bring our energy 

dollars home to Massachusetts. 

● I am opposed to the expansion of fracked gas pipelines. New interstate gas pipelines are not in the 

interest of our economy, they are incompatible with our climate goals, they will damage protected lands 

and waters, and I don’t want to pay  for new pipelines! 

● When we spend money to import fossil fuels, that money leaves our economy. We should invest in clean 

energy to create high road clean energy jobs here. 

● Low income communities of color disproportionately bear the brunt of pollution and health damage like 

asthma from fossil fuel pollution. These communities, already overburdened by pollution and often 

possessing fewer resources to mitigate hazards to public health and the environment, need legal 

environmental justice protections to ensure they do not come to further harm.  

● Climate justice and environmental justice means that clean energy solutions must start in these 

overburdened communities like ________ where I live.  

● We all pay for clean energy programs on our electric bills. We demand equal access to clean energy like 

solar in our community. 

● We need every community to be a clean energy leader to meet our state’s climate mandates. Right now, 

there are barriers that make solar power cheaper for homeowners and more expensive, or less valuable, 

for poor people who rent in urban communities. That is the opposite of climate justice; all community 

deserves equal access to solar power and clean energy projects.  

● Restrictions on solar development hurt our ability to fight climate change and prevent the construction of 

http://mapowerforward.com/legislative-agenda-2017-2018
https://malegislature.gov/cleanenergyfuture


more low-income solar and community-solar projects. We should remove these restrictions. 

● Massachusetts is well on its way to phasing our coal and nuclear power. We need funding to ensure the 

safe decommissioning and remediation of old power plants, and economic solutions to revitalize 

communities impacted by the departure of old, dirty industries. 

● Offshore wind produces power when we need it most: in the depths of winter and dark of night. We 

should continue to support the development of this industry to create clean power and good jobs in our 

region. 

You should also feel encouraged to speak in favor of specific bills. 

 

Summarized MPF legislative agenda: 
Accelerate the Renewable Portfolio Standard: Mass Power Forward supports increasing the Renewable Portfolio Standard by 3% each year, 
driving demand for renewable power and growing our local clean energy industries. We also support a statewide solar target of 25% solar by 
2030. Additionally, we support a proposal by Rep. Khan to accelerate the RPS by 2% per year while incorporating municipal light plants into the 
state’s clean energy goals. 

● H2706/S1846 An act relative to solar power and the green economy - Rep. Mark / Sen. Eldridge 
● H2700/S1876 An Act to Increase the RPS and Ensure Compliance with the GWSA - Rep. Khan / Sen. Pacheco 

 
Solar Access for All:  Mass Power Forward urges the legislature to ensure all communities can benefit from solar energy. This legislation 
ensures fair compensation to low-income solar and to community shared solar net metering with a minimum threshold of low-moderate income 
customers, incentivizes projects that expand access to communities facing barriers, and directs the Department of Energy Resources to address 
barriers like income, housing type and language in their program design. 

● H3396/S1831 An Act relative to solar power in environmental justice and urban communities Reps. Holmes / Sen. Chang-Diaz 
 
Keep Ramping Down on Fossil Fuels: We cheered the August ruling by the Supreme Judicial Court that pipeline taxes are illegal, but we know 
the fight against new gas pipelines is not over. We support legislation filed by Rep. Kulik and Senator Eldridge to ensure the public’s ability to 
intervene at the DPU and hold local distribution gas contracts to high standards regarding the capacity they are allowed to buy.  We also support 
legislation filed by Sen. Jehlen and Rep. Gordon to ensure that electric and gas consumers can never be forced to subsidize new interstate gas 
pipelines. 

● H3400/S1847 An act clarifying authority and responsibilities of the department of public utilities - Rep. Kulik / Sen. Eldridge 
● H2698/S1855 An Act protecting ratepayers from gas pipeline expansion costs - Sen. Jehlen / Rep. Gordon 

 
Environmental Justice: (EJ) is based on the principle that all people have a right to be protected from environmental pollution and to live in and 
enjoy a clean and healthful environment. EJ is the equal protection and meaningful involvement of all people with respect to the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws. We support codifying environmental justice definitions and protections into law as this 
law would do, and altering the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act to incorporate environmental justice concerns into its reviews. 

● H2913/S426 An Act relative to environmental justice and toxics reduction in the Commonwealth - Rep. Dubois / Sen. Eldridge 
  

Just Transition at Pilgrim Nuclear: We support efforts by legislators on the Cape and South Shore to (a.) require the owner/operators of any 
existing or future nuclear reactor in the Commonwealth to pay into a post-closure trust fund until decommissioning is complete so these activities 
will not end up being paid for by Massachusetts taxpayers, (b.) expanding the Emergency Planning Zone beyond the current 10 mile radius,, and 
(c.) requiring licensee to maintain offsite emergency management until removal of all spent fuel from cooling pool. 

● S1837/H1765 An Act relative to the prompt decommissioning of nuclear power stations - Sen. deMacedo - Plymouth 
● H1131    An Act increasing nuclear power plant protections to a twenty mile radius - Rep. Cantwell - Marshfield 

Other Supported Legislation: 

1. Comprehensive Energy Legislation: S1880, Sen. Pacheco - Expands RPS, solar, offshore wind, storage, grid modernization, climate 
adaptation, and sets binding 2030 and 2040 climate targets 

2. Community Empowerment: H1745/1834, Rep. Haddad/Sen. Cyr - Enable municipalities to contract directly with renewable energy 
projects. Bill endorsed by former Chair of Department of Public Utilities. 

3. Modernize the Electric Grid, H1725/S1875, Rep. Benson/Sen. Pacheco - Modernize electric grid, prioritize local clean energy over 
expensive transmission, & enact new consumer protections  

4. Stop Charging Customers for Lost Gas: H2683/S1845, Rep. Barber/Sen. Eldridge - Minimize or eliminate consumer charges for lost 
and unaccounted for gas, as has been done in Texas, Pennsylvania and numerous other states. 

5. Energy Facilities Siting Board reform: H3391, Rep Coppinger - Mandates EFSB consider public health impact 

http://mapowerforward.com/files/powerforward/Legislation20172018/MPFOne-PagerRPS.pdf
http://mapowerforward.com/files/powerforward/Legislation20172018/MPFOne-PagerNuclear.pdf
http://mapowerforward.com/files/powerforward/Legislation20172018/2017MPFOne-PagerSolar.pdf
http://mapowerforward.com/files/powerforward/Legislation20172018/NewMPFOne-pagerPipelinesandGasLeaks.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/SD1371
http://mapowerforward.com/files/powerforward/Legislation20172018/MPFOne-PagerEnvironmentalJustice.pdf

