
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting with your Legislator/Legislative Staffer 

 
Goals of the Meeting 

• Build/make a connection with your legislator or legislative staffer. 
• Convey your passion for arts and culture. 
• Convey the impact of the arts and cultural community. 
• Ask your legislator to: 

o Support increased investment in the creative community by boosting the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council budget (line item 0640-0300) to $16 million in FY18. 

o As part of the MA Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan, work to ensure the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) creates robust and accessible 
school report cards on arts education and rewrites the Commonwealth’s outdated arts 
education curriculum frameworks. 

o Cosponsor S.1896 to establish a Massachusetts Public Art Program (MPAP). 
 

Outline of Meeting 
• Connect 

o Story of Self: Introductions. Share who you are and what brings you to this work. 
o Ask legislator/legislative staffer about his/her personal connection to arts and culture. 
o Ask legislator/legislative staffer about what local arts and cultural organizations makes an 

impact in his/her district. 
o Thank the legislator/legislative staffer if they signed the FY17 MCC Budget Veto Override 

letter, signed the letter to support arts education in the MA ESSA State Plan, and/or 
cosponsored the MPAP bill. 

• Context 
o Story of Us: Talk about the impact the arts and cultural community has in your town/city. 

• Commitment 
o Story of Now: We need your support now. 

§ Will you support increased investment in the creative community by boosting the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council budget (line item 0640-0300) to $16 million in FY18? 

§ As part of the MA Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan, will you work to 
ensure the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) creates 
robust and accessible school report cards on arts education and rewrites the 
Commonwealth’s outdated arts education curriculum frameworks? 

§ Will you cosponsor S.1896 to establish a Massachusetts Public Art Program (MPAP)? 
• Catapult 

o Make sure there’s a follow up plan:  
§ Take a group picture with your legislator or legislative staffer. Post on social media with 

#AMAD17; 
§ Hand out organizational materials/cards; 
§ Invite your legislator to visit or come to an arts and cultural event; 
§ Follow up on their commitments; 
§ Get back to your legislator with any additional information he/she requested. 

 
Tips 

• The State House is a busy place, so your meeting may not start right on time and you may meet with 
a legislative staffer instead of your legislator. Meeting with staff is still very effective, since it’s their 
job to relay all constituent matters to their bosses. 

• Don’t worry if you can’t answer one of your legislator’s questions. Tell them you’ll get back to them 
as soon as possible with the information. 

• Tell us how your meetings went. Please fill out the yellow “Legislative Meeting Report Form” in your 
folder and drop it off in the House Member’s Lounge, Room 350 or mail it to MASSCreative.  

1.  How did you find out about this event? 

MASSCreative email
Social Media
Organization 
Word of mouth 
Other 

2.  Why did you decide to attend?

3.  What was the best part of the day?

4.  What would you have changed?

5.  How were the venues? The #ArtsMatter March?

6.  Other comments/suggestions

Contact information                      
Name 
 

Please drop this off in House Members Lounge, Room 350
Or return by mail to: MASSCreative, 15 Channel Center St, Suite 103, Boston, MA 02210
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Art drives our economy, enhances 
education, and builds our communities.
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GROW THE CREATIVE COMMUNITY

$4.6

INSPIRE CREATIVE MINDS

BUILD CREATIVE AND ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITIES

MASSCreative supports increased investment in the creative community by 
boosting the Massachusetts Cultural Council budget (line item 0640-0300) 
to $16 million in FY 2018. This increased investment will fund arts programs for 
underserved youth, the state’s burgeoning cultural districts, the 329 local
cultural councils, and our core arts and cultural institutions. We will also 
support the UP Innovation and Learning Network to make arts and culture 
more accessible to people living with disabilities.

Arts matter to vibrant communities. Art events, cultural facilities, and public 
art bring communities together and create safe and connected neighborhoods. 
In FY16, recipients of Cultural Investment Portfolio (CIP) grants provided 11 
million free admissions. Arts and culture has been key to the redevelopment of 
downtowns of our Gateway Cities, suburbs, and rural towns. 

 B

SOURCE: New England’s Creative Economy Nonprofit Sector Impact, New England Foundation for the Arts 

When we invest in the arts, we invest in our future by making Massachusetts a great place in which to live, work, 
play, and visit. Of the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns, 329 of them have local cultural councils funded by 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council (MCC). By organizing popular festivals, art shows, and cultural events, these 
councils build community, strengthen neighborhoods, and fuel local economic activity. 

By investing in arts and culture in Massachusetts, we also ensure that children, students, and adults who live in 
areas without large art institutions and wealthy benefactors still have access to the arts. Nevertheless, public 
investment in the arts is less than half of what it was 30 years ago. Please join us in supporting an increase in our 
investment in arts and culture.

NON PROFIT ARTS + CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS IN MASSACHUSETTS

Generate
$4.6 Billion in

economic activity

Support 
62,000

Jobs 

Revitalize
communities across
the Commonwealth

Serve
24 million

visitors a year

Founded in 2012, MASSCreative works to build a more vibrant, healthy, and equitable Massachusetts. MASSCreative works with artists, leaders, 
supporters, and partners of the arts, cultural, and creative community to advocate for the resources and support necessary for the sector to thrive.

Arts matter to the state’s economy. Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations 
provide more than 62,000 jobs, pump $2.1 billion annually into the state economy, 
and generate another $2.5 billion of economic activity. In 2015 alone, these 
organizations generated $104 million dollars in taxes and fees for the 
Commonwealth and its communities. 

The artistic process fosters analytical thinking, problem solving, and innovation. 
Arts instruction improves performance across all academic disciplines, and students 
engaged in sequential arts education are more involved in school. Investing in arts 
programming can turn around failing schools and nurture children from under-
resourced neighborhoods. Programs like MCC’s School Artist Residencies (STARS) 
serve more than 20,000 students through 222 residencies in schools across the state.

FY 18 Request: $16 million | FY 17 Appropriation: $14 million



MASSCREATIVE
Keeping Arts Education in the Mix

A NEW ERA UNFOLDS TO EDUCATE OUR STUDENTS
In December, 2015, Congress retired No Child Left Behind (NCLB), the federal law that guided the 
nation’s educational system for the last two decades. NCLB emphasized instruction in Math and 
English, coupled with annual testing, as a means of measuring progress. One of the admitted, 
unintended consequences of No Child Left Behind has been a national narrowing of the curriculum to 
focus on English/Language Arts (ELA), Math and Science, as those fields have standardized tests. This 
narrowing is especially noticeable in low-income urban and rural districts, resulting in an even greater 
disparity of educational opportunity.

In its place, Congress passed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Under ESSA, instruction in the 
arts is now included in the definition of a “well-rounded education.” As part of the law, each state must 
submit an accountability plan for implementing ESSA. Massachusetts has revised its metrics for 
success to reflect the new law’s definition of a well-rounded education. In addition to test scores – the 
new systems must include other indicators of school quality, such as participation in arts instruction. 

MASSACHUSETTS ESSA STATE PLAN PUTS ARTS EDUCATION IN THE MIX
After ten months of research and outreach to stakeholders throughout the 
Commonwealth, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) 
approved their Massachusetts ESSA State Plan in March, 2017.  The plan states that 
access and participation in arts education for grades K-12 will be included as 
indicators on school and district report cards as a strategy to broaden the 
curriculum for every Massachusetts child. DESE also committeed to reworking the 
Commonwealth’s arts education curriculum frameworks, last updated in 1999.

ARTS EDUCATION EDUCATES THE “WHOLE CHILD” IN SUPPORT OF ESSA’S GOALS
Arts education prepares students for success after high school by enhancing student engagement 
and promoting academic achievement. Additionally, it has been proven to be an effective strategy 
in turning around low-performing districts. 

Arts education helps students develop the skills they need to be successful in 
college and in the 21st century workplace, such as problem solving, critical and 
creative thinking, dealing with ambiguity and complexity, and collaboration and 
team work skills.

 DESE will submit their approved plan to the U.S. Department of Education in April, 2017.

The Massachusetts Arts for All Coalition consists of MASSCreative, Arts|Learning, EdVestors, the Boston Public Schools, the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council, Project LEARN - Lowell, MassINC, and Young Audience of Massachusetts.

Research has shown that arts education develops student motivation and 
engagement, including improved attendance, persistence, focused attention, 
heightening education outcomes, and intellectual risk taking. 

Arts education can be a powerful driver of school climate and culture. The arts 
enhance relationships between teachers, students, families, and the community, 
by creating new connections, fostering collaboration, and increasing school pride.

When used as an explicit part of school turnaround plans, arts education has 
been linked to lower suspension rates, higher graduation rates, and marked 
increase in Math and English/Language Arts test scores.

SCHOOL
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MASSCreative supports DESE’s commitment to create robust and accessible school 
report cards on arts education and to rewrite the Commonwealth’s outdated arts 
education curriculum frameworks.



MASSCREATIVE
Public Art for Massachusetts

THE NEED FOR VIBRANT SPACES

Modelled on the nation’s oldest state public art program in Hawaii, the 
Massachusetts Public Art Program, or MPAP, would invest approximately $2 
million a year in the creation and preservation of public art on 
Commonwealth-owned properties. In doing so, Massachusetts would join every 
other New England state, along with 23 others, that invest in public art programs. 
MPAP would direct one percent of new capital expenditures on public art 
projects. As shown by the joy evoked and discussion prompted by Brookline 
artist Janet Echelman’s aerial sculpture “As If It Were Already Here” mounted 
over the Boston Greenway in 2015, these projects hold the potential to invigorate 
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Massachusetts has had similar public art programs, one 
which paid for public art on the MBTA Red and Orange 
Line Extension in the 1980s and 1990s. In 2014, 
Governor Deval Patrick issued Executive Order 553 
creating a public art program, which became the 
basis for legislation that was passed as part of the 2016   

The public spaces, buildings, infrastructure, and institutions of the 
Commonwealth provide the backbone of its communities. These 
built environments physically shape how residents come together 
and interact with one another and their government. Boston’s City 
Hall Plaza has long stood as an example of design that can alienate 
people from one another and make municipal government seem 
foreboding. DeCordova Sculpture Park and Museum in Lincoln; the 
46-foot tall kinetic sculpture at Porter Square station in Cambridge;

INVESTING IN PUBLIC ART

BUILDING ON A TRADITION OF SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC ART
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budget. The legislation was vetoed, citing technical issues. The Massachusetts Public Art Program bill 
represents a renewed attempt to secure public art funding into Massachusetts statute. 

MPAP proposes that one percent of the new capital budget for state buildings in any fiscal year be 
placed into a fund that would be available for the creation, purchase, and maintenance of public art 
on Commonwealth property. It is estimated that this program would generate $2 million annually.  

MPAP also creates a Public Art Commission responsible for establishing which projects will be 
funded. The Commission would ensure that input is considered from community stakeholders, arts 
professionals, and government and capital funding expertise. 

and Boston’s Frog Pond on the Common stand as examples of the ways functionality, accessibility, 
authenticity, and even whimsy can be incorporated into design so that our use of the outdoors, 
public transportation, and public space is enhanced.

and excite the communities in which they are located. And public art projects such as the mural on the 
Route 9 railroad bridge entering Northampton; the Chinatown Gate at the corner of Beach Street and 
Surface Road in Boston; and the massive, 60-sqaure-foot mural outside Hanover Theatre in Worcester 
promote engagement with and use of the Commonwealth’s civic infrastructure.

Founded in 2012, MASSCreative works to build a more vibrant, healthy, and equitable Massachusetts. MASSCreative works with artists, leaders, 
supporters, and partners of the arts, cultural, and creative community to advocate for the resources and support necessary for the sector to thrive.

MASSCreative supports the establishment of a Massachusetts Public Art 
Program (S.1896 and H.2717).


