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Arts Education Fosters Development of 
Critical Thinking and Learning Skills

 

Elementary and middle school students who visited
the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum multiple times over
the course of a school year for arts instruction showed
significantly higher critical thiking skills than their peers
who did not.4 

 
 

Students from preschool through high school who
receive sequential arts instruction showed more skills
in creative thinking5 including problem-solving, critical
thinking and argument, independence, empathy, and 
positive peer interaction.6 

 

Arts Education Results in Higher 
Achievement Outcomes 

 

 

 

Preschool students who receive music instruction
show improved vocabulary, communication skills, and
memory than those who do not.1

 

Eighth graders with high levels of arts engagement 
in elementary school showed higher test scores in 
science and writing than peers with lower levels of
arts engagement over the same period.2

 

 

Students involved in arts programming are 
more likely to graduate high school and 
attend college.

 

High school students who earned fewor no arts
credits were five times more likely not to have 
graduated than students who earned many arts credits.7

 

83% of students at risk for dropping out of high
school said they stayed in school in order to take art
classes.8

 

New York City public high schools with the top 
third of student graduation rates had nearly 40 percent
more certified arts teachers per student than schools in
the bottom third.9

Arts education closes the opportunity gap

 

Elementary school students from families with low-
incomes who received arts instruction in school scored
higher on reading tests than their peers who did not.12

 

Sustained instruction in music and theater is associated
with greater performance in math and reading by students
from families with low-incomes.13

 

Students from families with low-incomes who received
nine hours of after school arts instruction were four times
more likely to participate in a math or science fair than
their peers who did not.11

“ In the global economy, creativity is essential. 
  To succeed today and in the future, America’s
  children will need to be inventive, resourceful,
  and imaginative. The best way to foster that

  creativity is through arts education.”

 —U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, Reinvesting in 

  Arts Education: Winning America’s Future Through Creative 

  Schools, May 2011
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MASSCreative Platform & Program:

Advocate for a bold and equitable revision of the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s
new Arts Curriculum Framework.

Expand arts education opportunities for youth, by
advocating for support and funding for both in- and out-
of-school arts programs

Improve education programs for all students, by 
using arts education to meet the goals of Title I, II, and IV
to ensure that all children have a fair and equal 
opportunity to obtain a high-quality education.

Ensure the Massachusetts Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education implements a transparent
and comprehensive accountability system to measure
access to and participation in arts education.


