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Arts, culture, and creativity builds
vibrant communities

 

 

 

Active arts organizations and artists make
neighborhoods safer, more welcoming, and improve
overall quality of life.1

 

Planned cultural districts can reduce poverty and
build bridges across neighborhood, ethnic, and class
divides in ways that other e�orts at civic engagement
cannot.2

 

 

Arts, culture, and creativity increases 
civic involvement

 

Eighth graders who’ve received intensive arts
instrucation in middle school are more likely to pay
attention to current news events.4

 

 

High school students from low SES backgrounds
with arts-rich experiences participated in student
governemnt and school service clubs at four times the
rate of low-SES students who lacked those experiences.

 
Young adults who experience intensive arts instruction

in middle and high school were more likely to volunteer
at least once a month.6  

 

“ When people engage in art, they themselves  
  
 can become more vital, and the economic benefit 
 to artists and the overall market can increase  
 and accrue. Art contributes to and enriches the

 
—“How Art Works,” National Endowment for the Arts

 
 
 report, September 2012 

 
 
(http://arts.go/sites/default/files/How-Art-Works_0.pdf)
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MASSCreative Platform & Program:

Promote creative placemaking initiatives that 
integrate art and design into public spaces by supporting
the Massachusetts Public Art Program (MPAP) bill.

Maintain, repair, and build cultural spaces for artists
to create, rehearse, and perform through increasing
the Cultural Facilities Fund to $15 million annually.

Encourage cross-sector partnerships between artists
and Community Development Corporations.

Advocate for $17 million in funding for the Mass
Cultural Council in the FY19 state budget, to support 
working artists, community-based arts programs and
cultural organizations.

Arts

Participants in community-based arts programs
experience greater connection with their community.3

67% of Americans experience arts organizations 
and activities as unifying “communities regardless of
age, race, and ethnicity” and 87% believe that museums,
theaters, and concert halls are “important to quality of life.”

Advocate for increased racial and ethnic
participation, inclusion, and representation in arts and
cultural institutions.Arts, culture, and creativity increases

volunteerism

Students from families with low-incomes who received
nine hours of after school arts instruction were eight times
more likely to receive a community service award than their
peers who did not.7

may change and ‘grow,’ they and their communities

overall quality of life.”


