
 

 
 
November 15, 2021 
 
Speaker Ronald Mariano 
State House, Room 356 
Boston, MA 02133 

Senate President Karen Spilka 
State House, Room 332 
Boston, MA 02133 
 

The Honorable Aaron Michlewitz, Chair 
House Committee on Ways and Means 
State House, Room 243 
Boston, MA 02133 
 

The Honorable Michael Rodrigues, Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State House, Room 212 
Boston, MA 02133 

The Honorable Dan Hunt, Chair 
House Committee on Federal Stimulus & 
Census Oversight 
State House, Room 166 
Boston, MA 02133 
 

The Honorable Todd Smola 
House Conferee 
State House, Room 124 
Boston, MA 02133 

The Honorable Cynthia Friedman, Vice 
Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
State House, Room 208 
Boston, MA 02133 

The Honorable Patrick O’Connor 
Senate Conferee 
State House, Room 419 
Boston, MA  02133 

 
 
Dear Speaker Mariano, Senate President Spilka, Chair Michlewitz and Chair Rodrigues 
and Conference Committee members, 
 
On behalf of MASSCreative’s board of directors, over 400 arts and cultural 
organizations and thousands of arts and cultural advocates, MASSCreative 
respectfully requests your support for the House appropriation of $125 million and 
related language for arts and cultural recovery (line item 1599-2026) in the final 
version of An Act relative to immediate COVID-19 recovery needs.  
 
Since March 2020 the artists, creative workers and cultural organizations that make up 
Massachusetts’ creative economy have been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Arts and cultural organizations were the first to shut down and many of 



them have yet to reopen, which means that they are well into their second straight year 
of not being able to produce programming that brings in sufficient revenue. Artists and 
independent creative workers lost gigs and personal income almost overnight. Every 
organization and worker in this sector, regardless of how well-resourced at the start of 
the pandemic, is hurting now, with BIPOC-led organizations bearing the brunt of the 
damage. The Mass Cultural Council’s field surveys report nearly $600 million in 
combined lost revenue and personal income within the arts and cultural sector.  
 
Prior to the pandemic the arts and cultural sector of Massachusetts was a reliable and 
stable source of economic activity. The sector generated over $25.5 billion in value to the 
Commonwealth's economy and supported 142,578 jobs resulting in $13.6 billion of total 
compensation.  
 
During the pandemic, residents of the Commonwealth have relied on the arts and 
cultural community to provide connection during required quarantine and social 
distancing. Additionally, artists have contributed to hospitality reopening efforts by 
creating outdoor dining installations. Finally, through programs like Springfield’s Trust 
Transfer Projects, artists have created artwork across languages and mediums to 
promote public health messaging around the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
The recovery and future of the Commonwealth includes an equitable and sustained arts 
and cultural sector. However, without recovery investment through the American 
Rescue Plan Act spending plan, residents across the Commonwealth will not receive the 
benefits of the creative economy and cultural community - with Black, Indigenous and 
Communities of Color most affected.  
 
The House appropriation of $125 million and related language would allow for 
significant recovery investments for the entire arts and cultural sector including 
cultural organizations and independent creative workers. We urge the Conference 
Committee to include the House language and allocation.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Emily Ruddock   
Executive Director   
MASSCreative 
 


