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Candidates Addressing Socio-Economic Issues 

Don Berwick 

 
First, we ought to take steps to ensure that artists can fully participate in the 
economy. Among other steps, I would advocate for the fair labor, the expansion of 
intellectual property law, and a crackdown on age discrimination. Second, we should 
recommit ourselves to the power of arts programs to instill strong values. 
Particularly, I would support youth programs that offer a creative outlet and teach 
students that it is far more satisfying to create than to destroy. Such programs have 
been particularly effective as therapeutic tools for those who have faced traumatic 
experiences. Finally, we should recognize the immense potential for the arts to play a 
major role in urban revitalization, particularly in our Gateway cities. These once-
powerful industrial cities have major components for a thriving arts scene—
downtown centers, comparatively inexpensive real estate prices, and rich cultural 
traditions from growing immigrant populations. A thriving arts sector is an integral 
part of a community where people want to live, work and play. And I would advocate 
for this redevelopment through public support for creative “placemaking” activities 
such as public art installations and cultural festivals. 
 

[From Don Berwick’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Martha Coakley 

 
In Massachusetts, we have the opportunity to turn the economy around for everyone, 
not just those at the top, and to make our Commonwealth both prosperous and fair. 
Research has shown that exposure to the arts can foster a strong sense of civic 
engagement and increase opportunities for employment among young people; with 
this in mind, the state has an enormous stake in stimulating creative projects and 
ensuring access to the arts for all of its citizens. 
 
Beyond improving opportunity for individuals, the creative economy can be a 
powerful economic driver. As I mentioned above, my hometown of North Adams fell 
on hard times after the closure of Sprague Electric. In recent years, it has undergone 
a renaissance thanks to the growth of the creative economy, including MassMOCA 
and a vibrant community of practicing artists. 
 
By expanding, and retaining, our creative talent base, and building on examples like 
North Adams, we can help build our economy and expand opportunity for everyone 
in Massachusetts. The creative economy in Massachusetts already has a number of 
competitive advantages, including the ability to provide personalized, unique goods 
and services, from fine art to architecture, and a dedicated customer base 
established over many years. The challenge now is to grow that customer base and 
enable small companies to reach broader markets while retaining the uniqueness that 
makes them successful. 
 
One area where the state can play a role is in promoting travel and tourism in 
Massachusetts. While the arts community in Boston is well established and benefits 
from a steady stream of domestic and international visitors, artistic establishments in 
other parts of the state do not currently benefit from this influx of visitors. By 
promoting the creative economy in different parts of the state, from the north shore 
to the Pioneer Valley, we can drive tourists to artistic communities across 
Massachusetts and help support local businesses. 
 
In addition to building our economy, the arts can address a number of social 
challenges we face in Massachusetts, particularly for disadvantaged populations. 
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Local community centers like the Bird Street Community Center in Dorchester 
provides workforce development, leadership training, and arts education for at--risk 
youth while serving as a cultural hub for young people in the area. As governor, I will 
explore opportunities for where strong community hubs are needed and work to 
provide access to these centers for young people across the state. 
The Massachusetts Cultural Council’s YouthReach program does an amazing job of 
empowering young people by encouraging them to express themselves through 
theater, fine arts, and music, and, as Governor, I will ensure that the state government 
continues to support YouthReach and similar endeavors. 
Investing in the arts now will pay long--term dividends in terms of the opportunities 
afforded to people in Massachusetts and the health of our state’s economy. 
 

[From Martha Coakley’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Evan Falchuk 

 
I believe the arts, culture and creative community cannot be considered separately 
from the resolution of these important social issues.  Building the kinds of thriving 
communities that allow us to make serious progress on the serious socioeconomic 
issues we face requires not just creative thinking, but a broader based culture of 
innovation and inclusion, an ability to bravely challenge the status quo, and an 
engaged and dynamic citizenry, confident in their ability to succeed.  The arts, culture 
and creative community represent a critical part of infusing that kind of spirit of pride 
in these endeavors. 
 
The barriers we face are clear.  
 
The cost of living in Massachusetts has continued to skyrocket, even as median 
incomes remain flat.  The two biggest drivers of this problem are health care costs 
and housing costs.  Health care costs have been rising fundamentally because of the 
continual mergers of hospitals into giant, monopolistic hospital systems, that increase 
their prices as they see fit and cost consumers and businesses dearly.  Housing costs 
are driven by the failure of the state to deliver a plan that aligns the interests of cities 
and towns with the demand for the production of thousands of new housing units 
each year.  
 
The high cost of living in Massachusetts makes it increasingly difficult for young 
people to live here, to move here, or to stay here.  This is a particular problem for 
people in the creative economy, who face the challenges of finding affordable 
housing, appropriate work- or performance space, in an environment in which state 
funding for the creative arts has been so constrained.  As governor, I believe tackling 
the serious problem of the cost of living in Massachusetts will make a very significant 
impact on supporting the work of artists and the creative economy.  
 
In addition, I believe that artisans of all kinds drive economic growth by making our 
communities into something more than just places with a predictable collection of 
shops and restaurants.  By bringing their individuality and creativity, they transform 
communities into places where something is “going on,” where interesting, 
unpredictable and unexpected things are created and happen.  The interplay 
between this kind of energy and the business community is the kind of thing that 
makes people want to live in and be a part of thriving, dynamic communities. 
 

[From Evan Falchuk’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Mark Fisher  
As a part of making MA business friendly I would challenge the creative community 
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to offer incentives to those businesses relocating or expanding in MA.  These 
incentives should not be industry or regionally specific.  The metrics of success would 
be the number of businesses that opt into the incentives offered by the creative 
community. 
 

[From Mark Fisher’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Steve Grossman 

 
I’m running for governor to build One Commonwealth that leaves no one and no 
region behind. I believe we need to grow our economy in a way that levels the 
playing field to provide all our children with the resources and opportunities they 
need to reach their full potential. 
 
Below are some of the policies I will seek to implement in order to drive economic 
development across the state:  

! Through the MCC, increase funding for art in public spaces, using public-
private partnerships to place new art on development projects and public 
transit. 

! Ensure all artists are compensated appropriately for their work under a set of 
fair labor standards. 

! Maintain and preserve the film tax incentive program. 
! Through the MCC, partner with cities and towns to enhance the Cultural 

Districts Program, creating specific areas within a community that serve as a 
center for arts and cultural facilities. This is critical to growing our tourism 
economy. 

! Complete the last mile of broadband so that every city and town has high-
speed internet. Also make every school in the Commonwealth digital learning 
ready by 2016. This will help encourage students to enter the digital game 
industry, an industry that directly employs more than 2,000 residents, who on 
average earn nearly $100,000 per year. 

! In a similar fashion to “Buy Local” promotion for locally-produced food, launch 
a campaign for art created or designed in Massachusetts.  

 
Let’s recognize that the creative economy in Massachusetts employs more than 
100,000 people, is growing in terms of its economic impact, and is causing significant 
numbers of young professionals to stay in Massachusetts long-term. I know this first 
hand because our family business is a full service marketing and communications 
company with an award-winning graphic design studio included in its robust product 
line. 
 
In addition, as artists migrate throughout the state, particularly to our gateway 
communities, in search of affordable housing and studio space, they are having an 
increasing impact on the educational, cultural, and economic life of each of these 
communities. Lowell, Haverhill, and indeed the entire Merrimack Valley is a 
particularly good example of a region that is prospering because of the full 
integration of the arts in the entire life of the community. 
 

[From Steve Grossman’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Republican candidate Charlie Baker and he did not 
attend the Create the Vote Gubernatorial Forum. 
 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Independent candidate Jeff McCormick. 
	  


