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Candidates  Administration’s Role 
 

Don Berwick 
 
! At what level would you fund the Massachusetts Cultural Council? 
I will recommit to placing support for the arts as a priority in my administration. I 
strongly disagree with the House’s budget proposal to slash the arts budget from 
$11.1 million to $5 million, and I will work to ensure that the arts are funded at a 
sufficient level. 
! At what level would you fund the Cultural Facility Fund which supports the 

maintenance, repair and rebuilding of the Commonwealth’s cultural facilities? 
I favor Governor Patrick’s proposal to triple funding for $15 million per year. 
! Would you develop or dedicate a revenue stream to provide a sustainable and 

stable funding stream for the creative community? 
I would explore a variety of creative solutions that will ensure a sustainable and 
stable funding stream. 
! How would you strengthen the Commonwealth’s current administrative 

structure to support the creative community? What parts of your administration 
would work closely with the MA Cultural Council? 

Throughout my career, I have always worked to make large organizations function 
better and more efficiently. That means breaking down organizational barriers to 
ensure quality. In the current administrative structure, that would mean increased 
focus on the arts and the creative community in departments like Housing and 
Economic Development, and Labor and Workforce Development. 
! What are your program priorities and where will the funds be allocated? 
As the most progressive candidate for Governor, my campaign is dedicated to the 
values of social justice, equality and compassion. I would emphasize programs 
designed to increase access to art and culture, especially to low-income 
communities. 
! How would you promote public-private partnerships to support the creative 

community? 
Public-private partnerships have proven to be successful engines for both social and 
economic development. For example, the Adams Arts Program administered by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council leveraged a public investment of $9.4 million into $27 
million in private investment in community development. 
• Which states provide programs – regarding policy, or public-private investment, 

or other elements of an active arts and culture agenda – that might serve as 
models for your administration? 

While it isn’t a state, the District of Columbia has traditional prioritized investment in 
the arts. Even during tough budgetary times, the state of Minnesota has prioritized 
the arts, ensuring that the Minnesota State Arts Board has the resources it needs to 
nurture a thriving arts community. I have said throughout this campaign that 
Massachusetts should be an example – a beacon – for the rest of the country. This 
includes nurturing a robust and thriving arts community. As Governor, that will be a 
priority. 

[From Don Berwick’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

 
Martha Coakley 

 
• At what level would you fund the Massachusetts Cultural Council? 
My immediate goal is to get funding for the Council back to $10 million, in order to 
ensure that the state continues to support creative industries and the next generation 
of arts leaders in the Commonwealth. I believe the budget is a reflection of our 
priorities and, when I come in as Governor, I will look for any opportunity to fund the 
priorities we share with regard to the creative economy, whether that is through 
more direct funding for the MCC, or other investments. 
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• At what level would you fund the Cultural Facility Fund which supports the 
maintenance, repair and rebuilding of the Commonwealth’s cultural facilities? 
I understand the importance of the CFF and I support Governor Patrick’s call for 
increasing funding to $15 million. Communities cannot fully embrace creative projects 
and the tourism they generate without adequate facilities, and the CFF has helped 
many towns and cities to preserve their cultural facilities and foster creativity in their 
communities. 
• Would you develop or dedicate a revenue stream to provide a sustainable and 
stable funding stream for the creative community? 
Our first priority needs to be growing our economy and identifying areas where 
strategic investment can support the priorities we share. I am committed to 
reviewing our budget to assess whether we are adequately funding the arts, and then 
working with the creative community to develop strategies to provide more 
resources if necessary. 
• How would you strengthen the Commonwealth’s current administrative structure 
to support the creative community? What parts of your administration would work 
closely with the MA Cultural Council? 
I will explore creating a new position, Undersecretary of Arts & Culture, under the 
Secretary of Housing and Economic Development. This official’s role will be to 
conduct outreach to creative professionals across a range of industries and to 
develop an agenda that will effectively develop and maintain creative economies in 
Massachusetts. He or she would work with the Massachusetts Creative Economy 
Council, as well as officials from Labor & Workforce Development, Housing & 
Economic Development, and Education, to incorporate various viewpoints and 
experiences when making strategic decisions at the state level and to address the 
needs of the creative industries in Massachusetts. 
• What are your program priorities and where will the funds be allocated? 
I believe that our greatest opportunities for supporting the creative economy are 
expanding arts education and supporting small business development. By instilling an 
appreciation for creativity in the classroom and providing opportunities and 
resources for entrepreneurs, we can ensure that creativity will continue to have an 
important place in the Massachusetts economy. 
• How would you promote public---private partnerships to support the creative 
community? 
I have talked throughout my campaign about the importance of engaging 
the Business community in Massachusetts more fully to help us reach our shared 
goals. I think one example of this kind of partnership, as it relates to the creative 
community, was the CreativeNEXT listening tour, which brought together industry 
leaders to advise state policy makers about the needs of the creative economy and 
how the state can help. As Governor, I would be committed to continuing this open 
dialogue. I also believe that, as we continue to see the importance of technology in 
the creative community increase, from game design to architecture, the business 
community has an enormous role to play in helping students acquire the technical 
skills that will allow them to succeed in these jobs. Working closely with teachers, 
business leaders can help craft curricula that will not only expand opportunity for 
students, but will also allow the creative economy to continue to grow and adapt. 
• Which states provide programs – regarding policy, or public---private investment, 
or other elements of an active arts and culture agenda – that might serve as models 
for your administration? 
The three areas where we can learn from other states the most are business 
education for artists, grants that focus on creative problem solving, and ensuring 
access to the arts for the disabled and elderly communities. Vermont holds 
workshops that provide valuable information on how to start a creative business and 
how to market it successfully. As Governor, I would look into developing similar 
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events for our artists, who could benefit from one--stop access to such guidance as 
they seek to enter or grow in the business world. 
Rhode Island offers the Design Innovation Grant, an award for designers who can 
develop a product or service that benefits society in some way; I think we should 
expand similar programs that promote innovation here in Massachusetts. 
Maine has two programs that I would like to implement in Massachusetts. The first 
focuses on arts accessibility, particularly for the disabled community, and works to 
ensure that everyone can enjoy arts venues. In addition, Maine’s “Creative Aging” 
program promotes creative immersion for senior citizens and offers educational 
workshops for artists interested in working with older adults. This program focuses 
on the importance of community, intergenerational exchange, and the positive 
effects that the arts have on mental and physical health.  
 

[From Martha Coakley’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

 
Evan Falchuk 

 
! At what level would you fund the Massachusetts Cultural Council? 
The amount of money invested in supporting the creative community is not aligned 
with the significant importance of the creative economy.  For example, in Quebec, 
which has an economy of roughly the same size as Massachusetts, the equivalent 
provincial agency has approximately $90 million in funding, focused on its mission of 
“supporting artistic and literary research and creation, experimentation, production 
and dissemination in the realms of the visual arts, the arts and crafts, literature, the 
performing arts, the multidisciplinary arts, the media arts, and architectural research. 
It also seeks to broaden the influence of artists, writers, arts organizations and their 
works in Québec, the rest of Canada and abroad.”  The Massachusetts Cultural 
Council should see its work in that same light in terms of Massachusetts artists and 
organizations. 
I oppose efforts to cut funding to the Massachusetts Cultural Council, and I support 
the current effort in the legislature to increase its funding to $16 million.  However, I 
believe that at the $16 million level this funding is still insufficient for promoting such 
an important sector of our economy.  For this reason, I believe it is essential, early in 
my administration, to convene a Task Force on the Arts, devoted to building a strong 
public policy agenda related to the arts, and to empower the Chair of the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council with responsibility to work with the legislature to 
make this agenda a reality.  As Governor I will work hard to advocate on behalf of the 
arts community, as part of the larger vision stated above to drive down the cost of 
living in Massachusetts. 
In addition, I believe the private sector can do more to support the arts community 
on a voluntary basis.  Those business that have received significant tax breaks from 
the Commonwealth should be asked to devote either direct funding, support for 
public art displays in, near or on new construction or refurbishment, or other in-kind 
support (such as work or performance space) to the arts community. 
! At what level would you fund the Cultural Facilities Fund which supports the 

maintenance, repair and rebuilding of the Commonwealth’s cultural facilities? 
Refurbishing old spaces, and creating new spaces, for creative activity is an 
important responsibility of our state government.  I support the effort to reauthorize 
the Cultural Facilities Fund for an additional seven years, and to increase the annual 
outlay of capital funding to $15 million. 
! Would you develop or dedicate a revenue stream to provide a sustainable and 

stable funding stream for the creative community? 
Yes.  I propose that up to 1% of all tax breaks given to large corporations (such as the 
$300 million tax break given to Intel) should be devoted to funding the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
! How would you strengthen the Commonwealth’s current administrative 
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structure to support the creative community? What parts of your administration 
would work closely with the MA Cultural Council? 

I will task my Lieutenant Governor, Angus Jennings, with implementing our Thriving 
Communities Action Plan.  This plan is based on aligning the interests of the state 
with cities and towns and the private sector on the production of housing of all kinds 
throughout the Commonwealth.  The goal of this plan is to reduce the cost of living 
and, more fundamentally, to aggressively attract and retain dynamic, innovative 
people, particularly young people, to live and work in Massachusetts.  By definition, 
this includes the creative community, and our Thriving Communities Action Plan 
includes investing in (or encouraging local investment in) spaces for artists to live 
and work as an integral component.  I expect the Massachusetts Cultural Council to 
have an important role in this regard, and to work directly with the LG and, by 
extension, me, in ensuring that these priorities are implemented. 
! What are your program priorities and where will the funds be allocated? 
My highest priorities are to reduce the cost of living in Massachusetts, in order to 
make it affordable for more people – including additional dynamic, innovative people 
– to want to stay or move here.  In health care, this will involve the creation of an all-
payer, equitable fee schedule modeled on what has been created in the state of 
Maryland.  If such a fee schedule drives out just 5% of wasted hospital expense, that 
equates to $2 billion a year, which will go back into the pockets of consumers, 
businesses and municipalities across the Commonwealth, where it belongs. 
On housing, the largest funding issue is state funding for education.  While there are 
other important funding priorities that will help align the interests of cities and towns 
with the Commonwealth’s goal for more housing, properly funding Chapter 70 to 
accurately reflect the realities of educating students in the second decade of the 
21st century is the critical factor.  Housing is a jobs issue.  Cities and towns are not 
irrational in their concern about adding new housing because of insufficient funding 
from the state for education.  If we can fix that problem, we can begin to reverse 
long-term cost increases that have driven too many people out of the market, or out 
of the state. 
! How would you promote public-private partnerships to support the creative 

community? 
As in many areas of Massachusetts, there are great numbers of people engaged in 
important, innovative work at solving issues we face.  Often these activities are 
happening in the private sector, in a wide variety of not-for-profits, schools, and 
other areas.  I believe one of the purposes of government is to find ways to facilitate 
this kind of innovation.  An organization like the Massachusetts Cultural Council can 
act as a kind of “clearinghouse,” helping improve connections among private sector 
organizations so they can leverage each other’s work, helping provide funding either 
from the state or other sources, and promoting overall the artists and arts community 
of the Commonwealth.  As governor, I will work to ensure that I have people working 
for me in these important positions who understand the importance of this role, and 
act accordingly. 
! Which states provide programs – regarding policy, or public-private investment, 

or other elements of an active arts and culture agenda – that might serve as 
models for your administration? 

While it is not typical for a Massachusetts native and Red Sox fan like me to look to 
New York City for examples of something being done right, I believe the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs represents a comprehensive and strategic 
approach to an arts and culture agenda.  We should look to it as a model of what a 
robust program of civic engagement on the arts looks like, including, for example, its 
funding of public art installations. 
 

[From Evan Falchuk’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
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Mark Fisher 
 
In answer to all of these questions I would advocate a referendum question which MA 
voters could use to show their level of support for Government’s role in providing 
taxpayer dollars to the creative community.  I would adhere to the voice of the 
majority of voters in this regard.  Without having this input from voters, my 
preference would be to have individuals provide their support for the Arts and 
Cultural Initiatives directly and with more funds than to have these same individuals 
taxed and only have a small portion of their taxes (after being funneled through the 
State bureaucracy) given to fund these areas. 
 

[From Mark Fisher’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

 
Steve Grossman 

 
• At what level would you fund the Massachusetts Cultural Council? 
I have committed to doubling the funding for the MCC over four years. 
• At what level would you fund the Cultural Facility Fund which supports the 
maintenance, repair and rebuilding of the Commonwealth’s cultural facilities? 
I support Governor Patrick’s efforts to triple the funding for the Cultural Facility Fund 
to $15 million. I would not rule out increasing that level of funding in the future, 
depending upon the full range of capital projects in which we need to invest. 
• Would you develop or dedicate a revenue stream to provide a sustainable and 
stable funding stream for the creative community? 
I would work closely with the Legislature to develop a more predictable and 
sustainable funding steam for the creative community. 
• How would you strengthen the Commonwealth’s current administrative structure 
to support the creative community? What parts of your administration would work 
closely with the MA Cultural Council? 
Because the arts play such a critical role, I look forward to working with the creative 
community to develop a more robust set of initiatives overseen by a senior member 
of my administration. 
The role of the arts and humanities is a central part of my vision to grow our 
economy in every region of the state and build One Commonwealth that leaves no 
one behind. Arts and culture must be key ingredients of policy planning across a wide 
range of areas, including education, economic development, job creation, housing, 
environmental affairs, and more. We must view the arts as part of a comprehensive 
policy agenda. 
Through the Creative Economy Council, an advisory group created by Governor 
Patrick in 2008, my administration will work collaboratively across cabinet agencies 
to coordinate arts and culture in a series of public-private partnerships. 
• What are your program priorities and where will the funds be allocated? 
One of my top priorities will be to increase funding for the MCC in order to enhance 
the Students and Teachers Working with Artists, Scientists, and Scholars (STARS) 
Residencies program and put more artists directly in the classroom. In addition, other 
funding priorities for the MCC include supporting about 400 arts-related non-profits 
and more than 300 local cultural councils across the state. I will also advocate for 
allocating MCC funding to be used for field trips to cultural destinations and historic 
landmarks, as well as crucial after school programs such as Youth Reach for at-risk 
adolescents. 
This additional funding will have a significant and lasting impact on cultural tourism 
and job creation in the creative economy. By investing in the arts and humanities we 
can empower young people and teach them the creative problem-solving skills they 
need to thrive in today’s innovation economy. 
• How would you promote public-private partnerships to support the creative 
community? 
As governor, I will create 5,000 new paid internships for college students every year 



Arts, Culture, and Creative Questions for the  
2014 Massachusetts Gubernatorial Candidates 

	  
– half paid for by the state, and half paid for by the business community. Internships 
lead to hiring qualified, motivated students and encourage the cross-fertilization of 
ideas. This will provide college students with a wide range of job opportunities for 
the summer, including in the arts and creative economy. 
I will also explore public-private partnerships that incentivize developers by selling or 
leasing public land virtually for free, provided they commit to building housing and 
offering rents that are within reach for low and middle-income families. Increasing the 
supply of housing that is affordable for young professionals, particularly through a 
smart growth strategy with housing in close proximity to public transit, will benefit 
aspiring artists. 
• Which states provide programs – regarding policy, or public-private investment, 
or other elements of an active arts and culture agenda – that might serve as models 
for your administration? 
Maryland, Rhode Island, and Louisiana have implemented policies and made 
investments in the arts that offer examples of best practices worth studying and 
considering here in Massachusetts. I look forward to working with the Legislature to 
explore policies that would make the sale of original artwork in cultural districts tax 
exempt, incorporate and enhance the role of culture in the Community Preservation 
Act, and increase the use of historic tax credits. As we explore ways to incentivize 
artists to live and work in smart growth areas with other artists, these states offer 
models of best practices. 
 

[From Steve Grossman’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Jeff McCormick 

 
“I like to look at this not just as a matter of aggregate funding, but I also like to look 
at it as a matter of investing. And my friends who are artists like to produce art. I like 
to talk to them about ‘What do you need?’ I mentioned housing earlier, and 
rethinking what we can do for artists especially as we do things like expand Mass 
Transportation, but also making investments in areas that frankly take away from 
their art. Giving them support, accounting support, business development, doing 
things at the state level to market their art – which we can do, and you can 
piggyback very easily with an office of tourism on programs like that… If you listen to 
the artists, [ask] “What do you need?” -- those are the rifle-shot kind of investments 
that I think we need to make. Because to me, they’re investments. They’re going to 
have a real return to our society, to these individuals and their communities. I would 
like to look at all kinds of programs like that and again, you do that by listening.” 
 
“When I initially moved here, and I lived with a musician and a painter and then a 
stain-glass artist and then an art therapist and a writer. And you can tell how much 
money I had when I initially moved here. The one thing that I was very concerned 
about was that they didn’t know what was around the corner… It’s not just about 
what is the funding next year, it’s making a commitment to long-term funding that I 
think is critical because that will drive a lot of decisions that people in the audience 
make and that is an absolutely critical part of the equation. But the way budget 
cycles work is that there is an awful lot of horse-trading that goes on. So having 
someone very close to the governor in a senior position that can make sure from year 
to year to year that the funding is there. I will tell you as a business guy that the one 
thing that drives us crazy, more than anything else, is uncertainty. It’s not interest 
rates, it’s not the tax rate, its just uncertainty. And artists are no different. You don’t 
want to live with it either. Of all the things that you have to have someone that has 
that access, it’s for that reason alone.  
 

– Jeff McCormick speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
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* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Republican candidate Charlie Baker and he did not 
attend the Create the Vote Gubernatorial Forum. 
 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Independent candidate Jeff McCormick. 
	  
	  


