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Candidates Arts Education and Programs for our Youth 

Don Berwick 

 
I support the need to align our school curriculum with the needs of employers, but I 
believe that a narrow focus on STEM is too restrictive. I favor turning “STEM” to 
“STEAM” because public education should equip every student with the skills to 
become a well-founded citizen, not just a successful employee. We also ought to 
recognize that the arts represent the Commonwealth’s third largest employment 
sector. Thriving arts communities in regions such as Berkshire County, Cape Cod and 
Boston, present major opportunities for growth. I am open to a variety of strategies 
that will place arts back at the core of our education curriculum, but I also want to 
make sure that we do not inadvertently harm low-income schools. Before we 
mandate that a year of arts education is required for admission to our state university 
system, we need to guarantee that every school has the resources necessary to 
provide such programming. This will take investment and a recommitment to equity 
in our education system. This may be a fight, but it is a fight I am eager to have on 
behalf of the progressive agenda.  
 

[From Don Berwick’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Martha Coakley 

 
I believe strongly that arts education is a critical component of ensuring that every 
child has the opportunity to reach his or her full potential. I have proposed instituting 
expanded learning time in Massachusetts’ schools precisely because it provides the 
flexibility to offer students a more diverse education, including art and music 
instruction, which will help ensure that the Commonwealth nurtures creativity and 
innovation across all age groups. 
 
I have also spoken about reducing the importance of “teaching to the test.” Our 
current reliance on standardized testing to gauge student success and teacher 
performance disincentives teachers from incorporating creativity into their 
prescribed curriculum. While I believe that standardized testing can be used as one 
barometer for academic achievement, we need to work with teachers and 
administrators to develop a system of multiple measures that reduces the emphasis 
on test results, and will allow teachers to be creative and, in turn, inspire creativity 
within their students. We know that every student learns in a different way, and 
finding ways to incorporate creative thinking into traditional subjects like math and 
science can benefit the whole classroom. 
 
I support the call to establish a commission that will review the possibility of formally 
incorporating the arts into Massachusetts’ STEM programs (to make them STEAM), 
and I think there are additional steps we can take, in the short-term, to encourage 
more arts instruction in schools. As I mentioned above, freeing teachers to 
incorporate more creative learning into “traditional” subjects like math and science, 
but also building partnerships between schools, non-profits, and working artists, to 
help formulate curricula and increase cultural awareness among young people. The 
MCC’s Big Yellow School Bus program provides grants for transportation related to 
educational, arts-based field trips; we need to increase funding for the MCC so that it 
can expand programs like this, but also work with the artistic community to bring 
more hands-on experiences to students in schools. 
 
One potential way to bring more arts education to students in school, while also 
supporting working artists, is to establish artist-in-residence programs at public 
schools. With at least partial state funding, working artists can commit to spending a 
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period of several months or a year working with students, while also continuing to 
work as an artist. A program like this will accomplish two important goals – building 
artistic skill and appreciation among young people and supporting working artists. 
 
I have talked throughout my campaign about the importance of creating strong 
linkages between education, workforce development programs and economic 
development, in order to support the development of strong regional economies. The 
creative economy has the potential to be an essential economic driver in different 
parts of the state; we already see the impact it has had in my hometown of North 
Adams. Incorporating creative education in schools will create the foundation for a 
strong creative workforce that will drive economic development across the state. 
 

[From Martha Coakley’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 
“We know it’s how creative thinking is engendered. We know its how children learn 
to get self-confidence and self-esteem.” – Martha Coakley speaking at the Create the Vote 
Forum 
 

Evan Falchuk 

 
Many parents believe that an over-emphasis on testing gets in the way of the kind of 
learning that students need to be successful, happy, contributing members of 
society.  It is important to learn the skills that a STEM-based curriculum teaches, but 
the greatest set of tools we can give students are the skills of critical thinking, 
independence, resilience and “grit” – the belief that you can overcome any obstacle 
you face.  
 
The creative arts are one of the most powerful ways to teach students these 
skills.  Unfortunately, programs of creative arts have been significantly cut in recent 
years.  While this may be motivated by a lack of appreciation of the importance of 
the creative arts, I believe that it is a rational response to educational funding 
formulas that prioritize STEM-based learning.  To address this – and a host of other 
issues – it is critical to re-assess the state’s Chapter 70 funding formula.  In particular, 
I am calling for near-term “triage” of the needs of cities and towns by updating the 
school funding formula to reflect the realities of educating students in the second 
decade of the 21st century, including the need for increased funding for creative arts 
education.  I also strongly support efforts to transform STEM to STEAM.  
 
Further, I want to provoke an important conversation and concrete plan of action 
around re-imagining our educational system, based on what we want it to look like in 
2035.  As I believe this educational system should be producing the outcomes I 
describe above, it is clear to me that specific graduation requirements regarding 
creative arts education are needed, and I will champion making the creative arts an 
integral part of the high school curriculum. 
 

[From Evan Falchuk’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Mark Fisher 

 
I am highly in favor of ensuring that students have the ability to exercise their talents 
in a wide variety of areas.  I’ve always been a strong advocate for returning Metal 
Shop, Wood Shop, and Home Economics to the middle schools.  I would also make 
sure that children have the opportunities to appreciate and develop their talents in 
the arts as well.  “Time on Task” or “Teaching to the Test” have made children less 
broad in both their appreciation of and exercise of their vocational and art talents 
and gifts.   I would not have the requirement of one year arts education for admission 
to the state university system. I would not transform STEM to STEAM.  I would prefer 
to have a separate initiative to foster art appreciation. 
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[From Mark Fisher’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 

 

Steve Grossman 

 
I’m the only candidate running for governor who has publicly stated I will work 
closely with the Legislature to double funding for the Massachusetts Cultural Council 
(MCC) over four years. This would significantly increase the Students and Teachers 
Working with Artists, Scientists, and Scholars (STARS) Residencies program and put 
more artists directly in the classroom. 
 
Testing is necessary to both measure performance and receive federal funding, but in 
too many communities it continues to crowd out programs such as writing, arts, 
music, theatre, dance, and physical education. These are programs you can’t test by 
circling bubbles on a computerized score sheet, but they are critical to creating a 
learning environment that allows all our children to thrive and reach their full 
potential. One of the reasons I believe that extended learning time, with local support 
from municipal officials and school leadership, is a helpful tool to close the 
achievement gap, is because it provides additional time to incorporate arts education 
into the school day. 
 
While I strongly support providing all students with access to the arts in public high 
schools and will partner with cities and towns to do so, I believe this is best 
implemented on a community level with support from local and school officials, 
rather than a statewide mandate. However, I will use the bully pulpit of the 
Governor’s Office to strongly advocate for enhanced arts education. It is in the best 
interests of all our students. 
 
I fully support the transition from STEM to STEAM education. I will work with my 
colleagues in the Legislature and urge them to pass a bill sponsored by 
Representative Kay Khan and Representative Sarah Peake to include the arts in 
STEM-related programs. Educating the child on a holistic basis represents one of the 
best ways to enhance the creativity of the next generation of young people in 
Massachusetts. In fact, I have been using the acronym STEAM in my speeches about 
the Commonwealth and its future during most of my tenure as treasurer, not simply 
during this campaign. 
 

[From Steve Grossman’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Jeff McCormick 

 
“I don’t know if you had the chance to see the TEDx talk that I gave a couple months 
ago about early childhood education, but I was talking about taking STEM, expanding 
it to STEAM… that I thought that was extremely important.  
 
“When my 10 and 12 year olds come home and I ask them what they did at school, 
they never talk to me about their math class or their history class. It is about the arts 
class, it is about the shop class, it’s about something that just got their mind going in 
directions that it just normally wouldn’t go. I think, as I said before, it’s a critical part 
of what makes Massachusetts such a special place, and I think we need a governor 
that absolutely supports that.  
 
“…I think there are going to be unintended consequences… It’s one thing to say you 
need it as a requirement to graduate from high school, but to say you also need it as 
a requirement to get into our state colleges and universities, that could be 
problematic. And we have talked to a lot of artists who have talked to teachers about 
that… Could it be part of an application process, could it be emphasized very 
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differently? I think you’re absolutely right that it can be. But we have to be very 
careful on that last part.”  
 

– Jeff McCormick speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 

 
	  
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Republican candidate Charlie Baker and he did not 
attend the Create the Vote Gubernatorial Forum. 
 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Independent candidate Jeff McCormick. 
	  


