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Candidate Personal Connection 

Don Berwick 

 
“I have four kids. My second child, a wonderful guy who was in the shadow of his 
brother, who was a superior student. We had a very vibrant drama program at the 
high school they were at, and my second child, Dan, kind of found himself in drama. 
He got better and better and studied hard. And he became the lead in Hamlet – I 
don’t mean part of Hamlet, he was Hamlet.  
I was scheduled to give two lectures, one in Israel and one in Palestine. And I flew to 
Jerusalem, realizing that the only performance he was in would be the night between 
the two lectures. I got on a plane, flew home from Jerusalem, went to his 
performance, got back on a plane, and flew back to speak in Palestine. I couldn’t 
afford it, it was crazy, but I wouldn’t trade that night for any minute in my entire life 
and it transformed Dan and me.” – Don Berwick speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 
I am a lifelong fan of literature, music, and theater, but perhaps my most inspiring 
personal connection to the arts came from my children. As students in the Newton 
public schools, two of my four children fully immersed themselves in the after-school 
theater program. Engaging with the arts was instrumental to their academic and 
personal development, and it began a lifelong passion for the arts that I am 
convinced turned them into better citizens.  Their invaluable experience was made 
possible by a public commitment to the arts. I am running for Governor because I 
believe in the principles of social justice, equality and compassion, and I am 
committed to providing all children, regardless of wealth or geography, the same 
opportunities to thrive that my children received. I will fight to ensure that exposure 
to the arts remains an integral part of such opportunity. 
 

[From Don Berwick’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Martha Coakley 

 
When I was growing up, I was fortunate to have parents who valued the arts. My 
siblings and I were all exposed to the arts, including music and dance, from an early 
age; I took tap, ballet, and piano lessons for much of my childhood. These 
experiences imbued me with an appreciation for the arts early on.  
 
When I got to college, my two roommates both played classical instruments. 
Although I had realized by that point that my own talents did not lie in the 
performing arts, I was blown away by their passion, creativity, and by how much of 
an impact the arts had on their lives. That experience helped me to fully understand 
how empowering the arts can be to young people, not only to pursue as a career, but 
in terms of developing critical thinking skills and a passion for trying new endeavors.  
 
Ever since having those experiences, I have seen the arts not as a luxury, but as a 
necessity, especially for young people; in addition to creating the artists of tomorrow, 
whether they are painters or graphic designers, sculptors or architects, promoting 
the arts among young people will also create the patrons of the arts, who will 
continue to support the creative economy in Massachusetts for years to come. 
 

[From Martha Coakley’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 
“And I’ll end with what we’ve been able to do with MASS MoCA, which is take that 
old Sprague Electric factory and turn it into a wonderful place to exhibit post-modern 
art. And its been a real economic driver for North Adams, also.” – Martha Coakley speaking 
at the Create the Vote Forum 
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Evan Falchuk 

 
Creativity is a kind of risk-taking.  It is driven by a unique conviction of truth, and a passionate 
desire to express that truth through actions or words.  It is, above all, a reflection of the 
aspiration to be free, to connect with others, to question accepted norms, and to live life on 
your own terms.  It may be expressed through arts or culture, and it may be expressed simply 
in the way you live your life. 
 
I grew up surrounded by a family that was imbued with this kind of spirit.  Storytelling as a way 
of not just recounting life experiences but as a way to find meaning in them was – and is – a 
central part of my family life.  This spirit has always has been a core element of my personality 
and soul.  
 
My father’s father, Solomon, was born in Ukraine in 1905.  When he was 14, much of his family 
was murdered because they were Jews.  He escaped, and made his way across Europe, looking 
for passage to America.  He ended up in Cuba, alone and penniless.  He lived on the beach for 
a time, and ate mangoes that grew nearby.  He worked odd jobs, and eventually was able to 
move to Venezuela, where he started a business.  Over time, he saved enough money to reach 
his goal – making sure his sons were educated in the U.S.  And so, when my father was, in turn, 
14 years old, my grandfather sent my dad to live with relatives in New York. 
I was so lucky that my grandfather lived to be 101; he passed away in Venezuela in 2006.  His 
story and his personality were enormous influences on my life.  For hundreds of years, Jews 
had been subjected to these kinds of murderous events in Europe, and for hundreds of years, 
so many of them decided that they had no alternative but to stay and rebuild and be resilient 
in the face of tragedy.  My grandfather, even as a 14-year-old, determined he would not be a 
victim of circumstance and would live life on his own terms.  I am deeply aware of the reality 
that I am able to fill out a questionnaire like this one because of his ability to see a different, 
better future, and his dedication to making it a reality.  
 
My mother’s father, Murray, grew up in New York City, the son of a Polish immigrant and 
tailor.  As a young man, Murray worked in his father’s business, making and selling men’s 
clothing.  By the time he was 30, he was running the business with his father, and quickly 
began to transform a traditional clothing manufacturer into a creative, forward-thinking 
custom clothing designer and manufacturer.  Murray traveled the world in search of unique 
fabrics and designs, and developed a whimsical and imaginative brand and marketing 
approach.  Murray always questioned conventional wisdom, and it meant his customers would 
wear beautiful and meticulously designed clothing, apparel that others would recognize as 
being uniquely interesting and noticeable. 
 
Given these creative, problem-solving role models, it should be no surprise that so many 
people in my family have chosen career paths outside the “norm,” or which have involved 
seeking out challenges to take on.  My father became a doctor and a professor, but also 
started a highly successful business based on a visionary understanding of medical care.  My 
mother was a nurse, but also became the President of a global charitable organization called 
Hadassah, leveraging her talent for inspiring others through stories.  My brother, as the co-
creator of Glee and American Horror Story, has poured his creative spirit into the creation of 
stories that speak to deep – and for some, uncomfortable – truths.  
 
In my case, I spent the first few years of my career as a lawyer doing work that was enjoyable, 
but ultimately unsatisfying.  What became so clear to me during those years was the absolute 
importance of doing work that was inspiring, about which I could feel passion and meaning, 
and hopefully have an impact on the lives of others.  I learned that my own creative spirit was 
driven by a desire to be part of building and organizing people around ideas and purpose and 
meaning – particularly ideas that call into question widely held preconceptions, that force 
people to think for themselves about a problem. 
 
In my 13 years as on the executive team of Best Doctors, most recently as President, I traveled 
all around the world speaking to audiences, employees, sales prospects, government groups 
and others about the importance of seeing health care from a completely different 
perspective.  While most people want to think about health care in terms of dollars and cents, I 
challenged people to consider a much more fundamental issue – getting the right 
diagnosis.  The very best way to connect with skeptical or even hostile audiences is, on the one 
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hand, to present data, but a much more effective approach is the ability to share stories about 
real people. It makes all the difference in the world to connect with people on a personal and 
emotional level.  That is, in my view, the clearest path to a shared understanding of a larger 
truth, to build consensus on difficult subjects, and to compel action.  
 
This spirit, above all, is what has motivated me to found the United Independent Party in 
Massachusetts, and it is the rationale for my seeking to serve as governor.  I believe the 
political process is not set up to generate or breed leadership that seeks out these shared 
understandings, that is brave enough to take on our most difficult challenges, or to take 
meaningful action to solve them.  I also believe that there are many, many people in our 
Commonwealth who share this view, and who together form the basis of a coalition of those 
who feel the current system no longer represents their interests.  It is a coalition of people who 
feel their issues are not taken seriously, or who feel, as people, that they too often are not 
treated seriously by the very people they elect to serve. I’m a voter – and I’ve felt this exact 
way myself, for some time now. 
 
In many ways, the level of importance that the arts community is afforded by our state 
government is a reflection of a deeper problem with American culture in the early 
21st century.  There is a mentality of needing to manage scarcity, and to divert those limited 
resources preferentially to politically connected, money-making activities.  While it is clear that 
the arts community generates money and jobs, it is also clear that so much of the value of the 
arts is not directly measurable in dollars and cents, and, I would argue, should not need to 
be.  What is required is leadership that has a fundamental understanding of the importance of 
creativity to the development of thriving communities, to attracting and retaining innovative 
and dynamic people of all ages from all around the world, and building on the strengths of 
Massachusetts. 
 
[From Evan Falchuk’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Mark Fisher 

 
“The story that I took away from this is this: We need to provide incubators like the 
maker spaces -- I’ve been up to Lowell Makes a number of times in Lowell. But then 
the work has to stand on its own. The state can provide the funds to provide 
incubator spaces, but then the work has to stand on its own.” – Mark Fisher speaking at the 
Create the Vote Forum 
 
A visit, with my children, to the Norman Rockwell museum in Stockbridge, MA and 
their wonderful reactions! 
 
[From Mark Fisher’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Steve Grossman 

 
“I’m a huge believer that lives can be reclaimed at any level. And when you see the 
Actors’ Shakespeare Company dealing with incarcerated youth, and when you see 
the way it can transform lives, again, through the prism of what Barbara does on her 
work with the Mass Cultural Council, it truly changes your life because you realize 
that everything is possible when the arts are integrated into the quality of life we 
enjoy.” – Steve Grossman speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 
I have been exposed throughout my life to a full range of arts experiences. This 
includes playing the clarinet, singing in the glee club and choir in high school, and 
attending a wide variety of concerts and art exhibits. Since our marriage in 1969, 
Barbara and I have been avid art collectors and consistent donors to many cultural 
institutions throughout the Greater Boston area and the Commonwealth. I served on 
the Board of the Institute of Contemporary Art for many years and chaired its capital 
campaign. I continue to serve as a lifetime trustee of the Museum of Fine Arts. Simply 
put, the artistic and cultural life of the community has been one of my top priorities 
for 40 years. 
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My wife, Barbara Wallace Grossman, is a theater historian and professor of drama at 
Tufts University. For more than 44 years, Barbara has demonstrated how arts and 
culture are critical ingredients to building healthy, vibrant communities. Her service 
as a presidential appointee to the National Council on the Arts, and as vice-chair of 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council, have given me a unique understanding 
concerning the power of the arts to change lives and also to serve as a critical 
economic driver and job creator. 
 
As state treasurer, I’ve seen the dramatic impact that investing in the culture of a 
community can have on enhancing, enriching, and enlivening the quality of life of our 
fellow citizens. For example, in Pittsfield, I’ve seen the Colonial Theatre, Berkshire 
Museum, and Barrington Stage revitalize economic growth, transforming a gateway 
city left out and left behind for far too long into one of the state’s most popular 
tourism and cultural destinations. 
 
As governor, I will travel to every one of the 40 Senate districts to learn first-hand 
about the innovative role of arts and culture programs in communities across the 
Commonwealth. My administration will always be a partner to cities and towns 
seeking to expand and enhance these programs.  
 
[From Steve Grossman’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Jeff McCormick 

 
For 27 years, I’ve built companies, and the companies that we’ve built typically have 
one or two founders. We’ve created thousands of jobs, billions of dollars in value. 
People in those companies are extremely driven, but they’re also extremely creative. 
And not just the wacky things like Boston Duck Tours, which certainly is fun and took 
a creative line to put that all together, but the software companies… I don’t know how 
many people here have ever seen the initial shots of Apple’s programmers: they were 
musicians, they were poets, they were painters. They were artists but they were great 
programmers. That’s why I think the intersection of all this linear thinking that we’re 
trying to push, which is one-directional versus this n-dimensional thinking of an artist. 
I think its absolutely critical, and I think that’s really what I believe what will set 
Massachusetts apart from the rest of the states, and in fact internationally. 
 

– Jeff McCormick speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 

 
 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Republican candidate Charlie Baker and he did not 
attend the Create the Vote Gubernatorial Forum. 
 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Independent candidate Jeff McCormick. 
 


