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Candidate Priorities 

Don Berwick 

 
“Art isn’t the add-on, it’s the point. First, as a leader to make that case – to speak up 
for the arts. At a time when economic models dominate and we think of the value of 
people as what they add to the economy, it’s so important to have leaders that 
remind us that the whole idea here is to add purpose to life, and art adds purpose to 
life.” – Don Berwick speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 
I do not view the arts simply as a byproduct of a strong community, privileges that 
we can enjoy once we’ve accomplished all the other basic tasks of government. 
Rather, I see a strong, diverse and supported arts sector as a critical ingredient for 
community development. And I believe that artists should be respected accordingly. 
 
My priorities begin with ensuring that artists have voice and representation within my 
administration. Massachusetts is lucky to have a strong group of passionate 
advocates for art and artists that can bring a wealth of knowledge to the table and 
will make sure that the needs and interests of artists are considered in all decisions. I 
would welcome their expertise, not just on issues related to arts and tourism, but on 
matters of economic development, public safety, housing and more. 
 
I will also immediately set to work on making art more accessible to communities of 
all income levels. This would begin with renewed commitment to public art and to 
arts education in public schools. As a pediatrician and a father, I have seen firsthand 
the power of art on the development of a child, and I will fight to expand programs 
that nurture creative spirit, create well-rounded citizens and open up more economic 
opportunities in our arts economy.   
 

[From Don Berwick’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Martha Coakley 

 
“I have said that art is not a luxury, it is a necessity, I believe. I would… make sure that 
the cultural council has a sufficient budget to do the kinds of things I know are 
happening now, but we could do better with resources.” – Martha Coakley speaking at the 
Create the Vote Forum 
 
My first priority would be exploring the appointment of the Undersecretary of Arts & 
Culture, and tasking this individual with developing an agenda for promoting creative 
industry and the arts in Massachusetts. This official will collaborate with relevant 
offices and leaders in various industries to form a well-informed, multifaceted plan 
that identifies opportunities and provides concrete recommendations. 
 
Education also provides us with a strong opportunity to ensure that creativity and 
innovation thrive in the Commonwealth. As such, I would bring together a team of 
leaders in government, education, and the creative community to identify 
opportunities for better incorporating the arts into the school day.  
 

[From Martha Coakley’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Evan Falchuk 

 
“But it can’t just be about the dollars and cents; it has to be about describing the fact 
that the arts and creativity are inherently good things, that you maybe can’t measure 
them, but they are what make for vibrant, thriving communities, that they are the 
kind of things that underpin what it means to live in a place, not just some place that 
we’re all just looking to see how much something is worth. And that we can articulate 
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that value and turn it into a reality in our policies.” – Evan Falchuk speaking at the Create the 
Vote Forum 
 
Reducing the cost of living in Massachusetts is my number one priority, and I believe 
that addressing the issue of the cost of living is a critical component of supporting 
the arts and culture.  As such, introducing legislation to create an all-payer fee 
schedule for hospital care, and legislation to update and fully fund Chapter 70 
education support will be my top two actions. 
 
With respect to items that directly impact state leadership in the arts community, 
and in the event the current lead does not continue in her role, I plan to appoint a 
new lead for the Massachusetts Cultural Council.  I believe the person in that role 
must be an individual highly regarded in the arts community as someone who 
understands the needs “on the ground” of people in the arts community, and who is 
looking to aggressively work to address those needs.  I believe the arts community 
has a fundamentally important role to play in creating smart, brave reform in 
Massachusetts, and I look forward to working with the community actively in this 
campaign and beyond. 
 

[From Evan Falchuk’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

 
 

Mark Fisher 

 
“My focus… is to make sure that children are exposed to the arts in the public 
education field.” – Mark Fisher speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 
I’d ensure that those “well-off” private organizations which receive taxpayer funds for 
creative, artistic and cultural endeavors be identified and made public.  This 
transparency is welcomed and needed by the taxpayers of MA.  As Governor I will 
provide it to them. 
 
I would formally announce my challenge to the creative community to generate 
attractive incentives to job creating businesses that come to or expand in MA.     
 

[From Mark Fisher’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Steve Grossman 

 
“I’d double the funding to focus on three key programs: First, youth reach for at-risk 
youth and incarcerated youth. Second, the STARS program to bring working artists 
into the classroom. And third, to increase funding for local arts councils.” – Steve 
Grossman speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 

! Propose a FY 2016 budget that significantly increases funding for the MCC. 
This is critical to turning our collective vision into a reality. 

! Challenge the business community to launch 5,000 new paid internships – half 
paid for by the state and half paid for by private sector – to encourage 
aspiring artists to participate in paid, full-time summer programs. I have no 
doubt that the creative economy will be a principal area of interest for many 
of these summer interns. This is one of the most effective ways to help college 
students and college graduates find work in the industries they prefer. 

! Work with my colleagues in the Legislature and urge them to pass a bill 
sponsored by Representative Kay Khan and Representative Sarah Peake to 
include the arts in STEM-related programs, changing STEM to STEAM. 

! As indicated above, develop a comprehensive plan within 90 days of being 
sworn in, around which my administration and the creative community can 
develop consensus with respect to its impact and implementation. 
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In all of these initiatives, I will attempt to bring the same fast, flexible, and 
entrepreneurial approach that will characterize my administration.  
 

[From Steve Grossman’s response to the Create the Vote Questionnaire] 
 

Jeff McCormick 

 
“Arts have played a very important role in my life. I actually grew up in a poor area in 
upstate NY, but for some reason, our community said we are not cutting, music, arts, 
and sports. They are too important; they give kids a connection to the world.  
For me, I went on to Syracuse University and I was the only pre-med student that got 
permission from the visual performing arts dean to study art while I was a pre-med 
student.  
 
“I’m in probably the most creative area of finance there is… [W]e build these small 
companies, these innovative companies, these companies that look into the future in 
very creative ways, and there’s no way my calculus class taught me more than my art 
classes in doing that, although I’m not an artist. 
 
“I absolutely believe kids need access to art. I think its good not only for the children, 
but it’s good for the whole arts community. That’s number one. We have to get really 
smart about the way that we develop buildings. I don’t know how many people are 
familiar with Brickbottom in Somerville -- it’s a problem when you extend the green 
line and the artists are put in a position where they aren’t able to afford to live there. 
We need to put the artists in charge, so I’m a big fan of co-ops and those kinds of 
arrangements. And the last area -- it is about funding. We have to get serious about 
it; we have to value it for what it is. It not only makes us a civilized nation, but it is our 
innovative future.” 
 

– Jeff McCormick speaking at the Create the Vote Forum 
 

	  
	  
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Republican candidate Charlie Baker and he did not 
attend the Create the Vote Gubernatorial Forum. 
 
* We have not yet received questionnaire answers from Independent candidate Jeff McCormick. 
	  


