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The Arts means business in Massachusetts
 Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations in Massachusetts support more than 45,000 jobs, spend 

$2.1 billion annually, and generate another $2.5 billion of economic activity.1 This economic activity 
includes payment of mortgages, rents, utilities, groceries, and other common expenses by employees 
and contractors of arts and cultural organizations.

 Every dollar spent by an arts and cultural organization generates $2.30 in sales for nearby 
businesses.2 This includes the costs of art production to printers, builders, maintenance and repair 
vendors, fuel suppliers, banks, insurance agents, advertising agencies, electricity, heating oil, and 
telephone companies, as well as state and local governments. It also includes additional arts-related 
activities such as dining out after a show.  

 Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations in Pittsfield, the cultural center of the Berkshires, spent 
more than $12 million in FY 2010 and generated the same amount in economic activity. They 
supported nearly 800 jobs, paying over $14 million in household income to residents. They generated 
more than $1 million each to state and local government.3 

 A 2008 study by the BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA estimates that the BSO exerts an annual 

in Berkshire County, and $166.7 overall in the state.4 

 THE HANOVER THEATER is helping to revitalize downtown Worcester and generating $13 million in 
economic impact for the city.5 

 The motion picture and television industry is responsible for 10,260 direct jobs and $495 million in 
wages in Massachusetts, including both production and distribution-related jobs. Over 3,300 of the 
jobs are production-related.6 

 ON CAPE COD, arts and cultural organizations and businesses exerted an impact of nearly $55.5 
million on the local economy and supported an estimated 782 jobs.

Arts and Culture Contribute Significantly to Our National GDP
 Arts and Culture accounted for an estimated $504 billion, or 3.2 percent, of the 2011 GDP,  

according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. By contrast, estimated value of the U.S. travel  
and tourism industry was 2.8 percent of the GDP.7 

“ Art and culture is a significant part of the U.S. economy. Not just its contributions 
 of ideas and creativity to the innovation economy, but also as an important part of 
 the labor force and our country’s GDP. 
 —Joan Shigekawa, National Endowment for the Arts Senior Deputy Chairman, Dec. 5, 2013
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