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Arts Education Fosters Development of 
Critical Learning Skills

 A study of K-8 students in the Gardner Museum’s 
School Partnership Program, in which students in five 
Boston public schools visited the museum multiple times 
over the course of a school year for arts instruction, found 
that they exhibited statistically significant improvement 
in skills like associating, comparing, flexible thinking, 
observing and interpreting compared with peers who did 
not participate in the program.

Citing a large body of research, the 2011 Reinvesting in 
Arts Education1  report of the President’s Committee on 
the Arts and Humanities noted that: 

 Arts engagement fosters better habits of mind 
(problem-solving, critical thinking and argument, 
independence, and valuing the perspective of others), 
self-motivation, tolerance, empathy, and positive peer 
interaction. 

 Students who experience success in the arts 
appreciate the results of e ort and persistence, and are 
more motivated to apply themselves to other learning 
tasks.

Arts Education Results in Higher 
Achievement Outcomes 

Reinvesting in Arts Education also noted:

 Higher levels of arts participation related to higher 
grades of test scores in math and   reading.

 Students who participated in arts programs were 
more likely to be high academic achievers, be elected to 
class o ce, and participate in a math or science fair.

 Engagement in a fine arts discipline gave high school 
students a substantial advantage in reading achievement 
when compared to students who took fewer arts courses. 

A 2012 National Endowment for the Arts-commissioned 
study, The Arts and Achievement in At-Risk Youth: 
Findings from Four Longitudinal Studies2, found that:

 Eighth graders with high levels of arts engagement 
in elementary school showed higher test scores in science 
and writing than peers who with lower levels of arts 
engagement over the same period.

 Students with arts-rich high school experiences were 
more likely than students without those experiences to 
complete a calculus course.

 Students who had arts-rich experiences in high 
school showed overall higher GPAs than those who did 
not have those experiences.

Students involved in arts programming are 
more likely to graduate high school and 
attend college.

A 2009 study of graduation rates in New York City Public 
Schools3 found that:

 High schools in the top third of graduation rates 
had nearly 40 percent more certified arts teachers per 
student than school in the bottom third.

 High schools in the top third of graduation rates 
had 40 percent more physical spaces dedicated to arts 
learning per student that schools in the bottom third.

 High schools in the top third of graduation rates 
had almost 40 percent more classrooms appropriately 
equipped for arts education than schools in the bottom 
third.

Arts and Achievement in At-Risk Youth 
also found that:

 High school students who earned few or no arts 
credits were five times more likely not to have graduated 
than students who earned many arts credits.

 Arts-engaged high school students enrolled in 
competitive colleges—and in four-year colleges in 
general—at higher rates than did low-arts-engaged 
students.

 Students who had intensive arts experiences in high 
school were three times more likely than students who 
lacked those experiences to earn a bachelor’s degree. 
They also were more likely to earn “mostly A’s” in college.

“ In the global economy, creativity is essential.  
 To succeed today and in the future, America’s 
 children will need to be inventive, resourceful, 
 and imaginative. The best way to foster that 
 creativity is through arts education.”

 —U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan, Reinvesting in  
 Arts Education: Winning America’s Future Through Creative  
 Schools, May 2011
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