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Culture creates a positive social environment, making neighborhoods safer, more 
welcoming, and improving overall quality of life. Research shows that1:

 “Cultural activity draws new residents into communities, reducing poverty, and  
 increasing population.”

 “Cultural participation and diverse communities are mutually reinforcing and tend to 
 promote gradual growth rather than rapid gentrification.”

 “Culture creates a positive social environment resulting in greater civic participation”
 “Cultural participation builds bridges across neighborhood, ethnic, and class divides 

 in ways that many other forms of civic engagement do not.”

Arts and culture create positive “ripple e ects” in communities.2

 Community arts venues play an important role as civic spaces, allowing for social 
interaction and fostering dialogue across generations, ethnicities, race, and gender. 

 Arts play an important role in building community cohesion, identity, and civic pride
Arts education makes for more civic-minded young people who strengthen their communities. 
Research shows that high school students receiving arts education are more likely to3:

   VOLUNTEER IN THEIR COMMUNITY

   VOTE AND PARTICIPATE IN A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN

   TAKE AN INTEREST IN CURRENT AFFAIRS

Participants in community-based arts programs reported the following positive 
e ects on their health and wellness4:

   INCREASED SELF-ESTEEM

   CONNECTION TO TRADITION AND COMMUNITY

   INCREASED MIND-BODY AWARENESS

   ENHANCED PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH

   ENHANCED SPIRITUAL AND EMOTIONAL CONNECTION

“ When people engage in art, they themselves may change and ‘grow,’ they and their communities 
 can become more vital, and the economic benefits to artists and the overall market can increase and  
 accrue. Art contributes to and enriches the overall quality of life.”
 —“How Art Works,” National Endowment for the Arts report, September 2012  

   (http://arts.gov/sites/default/files/How-Art-Works_0.pdf)
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