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A week from today, Massachusetts voters have the opportunity to vote in the special election to
fill John Kerry’s seat in the U.S. Senate. U.S. Rep. Ed Markey and former Navy Seal and
businessman Gabriel Gomez are running in the election. Readers of this column should do their
research and study the candidates before going to vote. While politics may not be at the forefront
of everyone’s mind in late June, one of these men will be voting on your behalf in the U.S.
Senate for months to come.

Markey and Gomez both agree on increasing the minimum wage to $10 an hour. The
Massachusetts minimum wage rate is $8 an hour, while the federal level is $7.25 an hour. The
$2.75 increase for the federal level to $10 an hour represents a 38 percent jump.

Last Tuesday, I attended a minimum wage hearing at the Statehouse in Boston, in which
legislators were hearing and providing testimony on the merits of increasing the Massachusetts
minimum wage to $11 an hour. Several elected officials, many of whom have aspirations for
higher office, used the hearing as an opportunity to showcase their stump speeches. The audience
was stacked with union workers who wore their union’s colors to display their solidarity in
support of an increase to the minimum wage.

Clinton state Rep. Harold Naughton gave the first memorable speech of the hearing. Rep.
Naughton’s testimony highlighted the fact that he was a veteran, stressed that he is doing
something about guns, evoked memories of Martin Luther King Jr. and stated that he wouldn’t
mind paying more for his suit if it ensured that more money would be going to the workers who
made the suits. It’s believed that his aspirations are set elsewhere as he quietly takes steps to run
for lieutenant governor in 2014. His testimony did little to counter the rumors.

Within the first few minutes of Arlington state Sen. Kenneth Donnelly’s speech, he stated, “I’m
not going to bore you with data because I don’t have any.” Sen. Donnelly’s speech compared
Massachusetts to the White Mountains in New Hampshire and at one point, his rationale for why
chains like McDonald’s would remain in Massachusetts and pay a higher minimum wage is due
to the fact that in the White Mountains, there’s “no people.”

Somerville state Rep. Denise Provost gave testimony in support of a $12 minimum wage, not
satisfied with the $11 rate. When I asked her office if Rep. Provost had ever employed somebody
and run payroll for employees outside of politics, I got no response.

The head of the state’s AFL-CIO union, Steven Tolman, not surprisingly offered testimony
supporting a hike to the minimum wage. Mr. Tolman, who once served in the Legislature, had
scores of union workers in the audience, yet he was the only union member to speak. Oddly, he
spoke before anyone in the audience was permitted to provide testimony.



Former Lt. Gov. Tim Murray, who left the Statehouse to head the Worcester Chamber of
Commerce, was nowhere to be found.

While some would want you to believe that the minimum wage debate is about a living wage,
what is really being debated is if Massachusetts politicians should mandate the highest minimum
wage rate in the country. Should career politicians, many of whom never had a job outside of
politics, be making the decisions that are normally left to an employee and an employer?

For employers, more flexibility is what they need. Some lawmakers like Norfolk state Rep. Dan
Winslow have proposed ideas that are worth considering. Rep. Winslow’s idea would create a
teen minimum wage set at $6 an hour. This will help young adults learn the value of working and
give employers an opportunity to train young adults in their communities.

If the goal of our leaders is to spur economic growth, let’s give our employers the flexibility they
need to make their own reasonable decisions with their employees instead of career politicians
getting in the way.
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