
 

The State House 

24 Beacon Street 

Boston, MA 02133 

          July 30, 2020 

Dear Legislator: 

 

 I am writing to you today with grave concerns regarding H.4912, An Act creating a 2050 

roadmap to a clean and thriving commonwealth. 

 

 Although we commend the efforts of the legislature to prioritize clean energy solutions, 

legislators should be fully aware of all aspects of the bill before voting. Specifically, the legislation 

continues to cede legislative authority to unelected bureaucrats on matters of taxation, regulations, 

and regional agreements. In short, this is a vote to give the Governor authority to proceed forward 

with enrolling Massachusetts into the Transportation and Climate Initiative (TCI). 

 

TCI has been an extremely polarizing issue over the past several months. Residents have 

become frustrated with the Governor who is unwilling to listen to their concerns and lawmakers 

continue to shirk responsibility for what they consider to be the actions of the executive branch. 

This legislation not only further empowers the executive branch to bypass the legislature and 

continue implementation of the TCI tax, but will allow for future executive action in the name of 

meeting strict emissions reductions goals. Given the major economic disruption that has occurred 

over the last several months, the last thing the legislature should be doing is giving up more 

authority on matters as important as the regulation and taxation of their constituents.  

 

While proponents use many euphemisms and pleasantries when describing TCI, at its core 

it is essentially another gasoline and diesel tax. In a state where most people drive to work, and 

goods are shipped by trucks, a gas and diesel tax is one of the most regressive taxes in our 

government’s arsenal. As you consider this vote, know that even as of today, TCI has not disclosed 

how much they want to increase the cost of diesel fuels. With the unemployment rate over 17%, 

the implementation of a regressive tax scheme such as this is not only ill advised from an economic 

standpoint, but extremely callous and insensitive towards the thousands of families who are 

currently struggling without work. 

 

 On behalf of the Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance and the taxpayers of Massachusetts, we 

urge legislators to oppose this measure. 

     

Sincerely, 

 
 
Laurie Belsito 

Legislative Director  

Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance   
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