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Secretary of the Commonwealth William Galvin 
Elections Division 
McCormack Building 
One Ashburton Place, Room 1705 
Boston, MA 02108 

March 24, 2021 
Dear Secretary Galvin:  
 

On December 9, 2020, as members of the Joint Committee on Election Law, we sent you 
a letter urging you to provide much needed answers to outstanding questions pertaining to the 
implementation of a statewide, no-fault vote by mail system for the September Primary and 
November General Elections of 2020. Unfortunately, we did not hear back from you or your office 
but did read in a media interview in which your spokesperson1 said that “many of these questions 
are impossible to answer," in response to our December letter.  

 
One of the many outstanding and critical questions we asked you in December, was how 

many no-fault vote by mail applications were returned to your office by the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) as “undeliverable mail” for the two elections. Even before the two elections took 
place, your own office has told the media that number is in the “thousands.2” While we did not get 
any answers from your office, others came forward with anonymous tips. On Monday, March 22, 
as members of the Joint Committee on Election Law, several of us pursued one of these tips that 
proved to be reliable. Several members of the Joint Committee on Election Law visited the 
Massachusetts Archives building in Boston to see firsthand the “thousands” of undeliverable no-
fault by mail applications. While visiting the Massachusetts Archives, the Director at the Archives 
Building confirmed that in room 149, these undeliverable applications are being stored. 

 
Now knowing this, as members of the Joint Committee on Election Law, we request access 

to this room, so that members of the legislature can inspect these public documents. We further 
request that your office compile a database of these returned applications to ensure the accuracy 
of any similar future mailing. This legislative committee owes it to the voters of Massachusetts to 
find answers to these important and outstanding questions before taking another step forward with 
the vote by mail program.  It is important that lawmakers have this important information after the 
elections to analyze how we can identify the program’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 
threats.  

 
1 https://www.statehousenews.com/?login=yes&trial=yes&path=cms/content.aspx&db=a&select=2021478  
2 https://www.salemnews.com/news/state_news/returned-ballot-applications-piling-up/article_cd1198ff-ca6d-
5240-b28c-bfb091b5912a.html  



Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Ryan Fattman        Shawn Dooley 
State Senator        State Representative 
Worcester & Norfolk District      9th Norfolk District 
 
 
 
Marc Lombardo        
State Representative        
22nd Middlesex District       
 
 
  


