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Please accept this written testimony on behalf of Paul D. Craney of Massachusetts Fiscal 

Alliance in support of S.1862, An Act Abolishing the Death Tax sponsored by State Senator Ryan 

Fattman of Sutton. Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance is a non-partisan, non-profit organization that 

advocates for fiscal responsibility, transparency, and accountability in state government and 

increased economic opportunity for the people of our Commonwealth. Our office is located at 18 

Tremont Street in Boston and our website is www.MassFiscal.org.  

 

Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance firmly believes the estate tax, both federally and locally, should be 

abolished.  

 

Most Massachusetts residents don’t think much about the estate tax, but our state legislators 

should care deeply because of the major impacts it has on families, businesses, agriculture, 

charities, outbound migration, and overall tax collections. Luckily, since my last testimony on 

the subject last session, the federal tax was modified to provide more relief. Currently, the federal 

tax threshold stands at $11.7 million for individuals and $23.4 million for married couples (for 

2021), but 18 states and the District of Columbia may tax your estate, an inheritance, or both, 

according to the Tax Foundation. Eleven states and the District of Columbia impose an estate tax, 

while seven states have an inheritance tax. Maryland is the only state in the country to impose 

both.  

 

If your estate is worth $1 million or more, you must pay a Massachusetts estate tax. Of the 

eleven states that impose an estate tax, Massachusetts and Oregon have the most aggressive 

threshold for when the tax will apply. In Massachusetts, the tax is driving more and more 

residents away. New Hampshire does not have the tax at all, while the tax is applied in Maine at 



$5.8 million, in Vermont at $5 million, in New York at $5.9 million, in Connecticut at $7.1 

million and in Rhode Island at $1.6 million. As noted in last week’s study by the Tax Foundation 

and United Van Lines 45th Annual National Movers Study, Massachusetts saw more people 

leaving than coming into the state. According to the report 78% of the people leaving 

Massachusetts list their job (31%), family (25%), or retirement (22%) as a reason for moving. It 

is fair to assume, the estate tax can be seen to affect all of these areas, making it a driving factor 

for our state’s outward migration. New Hampshire does not have this tax and according to the 

Tax Foundation, was the 13 best state to attract more residents migrating to its state in the entire 

country.  

 

While other states are doing everything they can to reduce or eliminate this costly tax, 

Massachusetts continues to stand idle. The result? Massachusetts is losing.  

 

To put this into perspective, I testified on this law in 2013 2015, again in 2019. Since then, 

Indiana repealed its tax in 2013, Tennessee did the same in 2016. New Jersey fully phased out its 

tax, and Connecticut continues to phase in an increase to its estate exemption, planning to match 

the federal exemption by 2023. Vermont also phased in an exemption increase, raising it to $5 

million. Even President Joe Biden’s home state of Delaware, fully repealed the tax in 2018. 

 

States are lowering or eliminating the estate tax across the country because they don’t want to 

drive earners out of state. In going against this trend, Massachusetts is skipping over the dollar to 

pick up the dime. When these earners leave, they take with them their charitable giving and the 

promise of future tax revenue. 

 

The Massachusetts estate tax doesn’t just unfairly hurt small businesses who build their business 

to act as their retirement nest egg, it also has a devastating effect on our farmers. It’s more 

concerning to them than a drought or a bad harvest. You wouldn’t think our local family farmers 

are millionaires, but the estate tax treats them that way. Massachusetts should incentivize our 

agriculture community, not harm them. The oldest business in Massachusetts is Barker’s farm 

(established in 1642) in North Andover and they are the country’s oldest continuously operated 

family farm. Unfortunately, if you visit Barker’s farm, you will see how their property lot has 

been forced to be sold off to developers over the years.  

 

Massachusetts is home to approximately 125 dairy farmers, of which only Shaw’s Farm in 

Dracut is producing organic milk in our state. The cost of doing business for our New England 

farmers made national news last August, as Horizon Organics, which buys organic products, 

announced they were cutting ties to dozens of organic farms in Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine 

and New York. The parent company of Horizon Organics announced it has adequate supply in 

the Midwest and Western parts of the U.S. and can get the milk at a lower cost from larger 

operations. Local farmers are already feeling the squeeze from all directions, and we should be 

incentivizing them to remain in operation here in our state. For our state’s robust cranberry 

farmers, we cannot let their fate be the same fate of our dairy farmers. 

 

We strongly urge the Joint Committee on Revenue to take meaningful steps to eliminate the 

estate tax. It would be unfortunate to be back here in two years pleading the same cause. As 



always, please do not hesitate to contact me with any follow up questions, thank you for the 

opportunity to testify today.   

 


