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DISCUSS // FAQs

Q: Why raise the minimum wage?
A: LA’s economy is bouncing back—faster 
than the state, in fact. Angelenos have found 
more than 40,000 new jobs and had a since 
Mayor Garcetti took office last year. But too 
many Angelenos are being left behind. 
Stanford University found 27% of Los Angeles 
residents live in poverty – that’s 1 million of 
your neighbors.
Today Californians are working harder, 
smarter and more productively than ever 
before. But middle class wages have eroded 
by 4% and working class wages have eroded 
by 12% in California since 1979. Meanwhile, 
higher income workers have seen their wages 
rise by 17%. This is not the across-the-board 
growth to which our city should aspire. 
Mayor Garcetti’s proposal would raise wages 
for 567,000 Angelenos according to a UC 
Berkeley study. The current median income 
for affected workers is only $16,000 per year. 
Raising the wage would lift those working 
Angelenos and their families out of poverty.

Q: Won't raising the minimum wage 
hurt our economy?
A: Historically, our city has enjoyed the 
greatest prosperity when everyone prospers. 
When people have a disposable income, they 
spend more money more often—and they 
primarily spend it in their neighborhood 
businesses, which grows local economies. 
Over 1 million Angelenos live in poverty–
and the lack of consumer spending from 
the middle and working class is toxic to our 
city’s recovery and prosperity. Raising the 
minimum wage puts money in the pockets 
of people who need it most, and those people 
shop in our local businesses and support 
our local economy. 
Poverty is bad for business. That’s why 
business leaders such as Eli Broad (who 
founded two Fortune 500 companies) and 
Rick Caruso (who built the Grove, among 
other developments) wrote an op-ed in the LA 

Times in support. It’s also why more than 
50 businesses joined in support of Mayor 
Garcetti’s on the first day he announced the 
effort to raise the minimum wage.
UC Berkeley economists who studied this 
proposal found it would have minimal, if any, 
impact on employment or the economy. 
And 600 economists including 7 Nobel Prize 
winners wrote a letter this year stating that 
raising the wage has little or no impact on 
employment of low wage workers.

Q: What is the process for raising the 
minimum wage?
A: First we need to build our team. Raising the 
minimum wage needs support from all kinds 
of people—local leaders, small businesses, 
and everyday Angelenos. If you support a fair 
and prosperous Los Angeles, we would love 
for you to add your name to the list of 
supporters by filling out this form. Or you 
can visit www.RaiseTheWageLA.org.
The next big step is to get City Council’s 
support—many local leaders already support 
this initiative, and we need them to vote yes in 
Council on this initiative.

Q: How can I be part of this discussion?
A: We want to hear from you! There are many 
ways for you to join this discussion, including:
1) Visiting RaiseTheWageLA.org to sign your 
name—and share it with friends, neighbors, 
and relatives, too!
2) Tell your story about how raising the 
minimum wage will benefit you on social 
media with the hashtag #RaiseTheWageLA.
3) Share RaiseTheWageLA.org and 
#RaiseTheWageLA with your organization, 
book club, or prayer group to help support 
LA’s largest anti-poverty initiative. 
4) You can always call the Mayor’s help desk 
at 213-978-1028 or get in touch with your 
area representative to learn more and share 
your feedback.


