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We must prepare Los Angeles for future earthquakes and increasing climate disruptions facing 
our city, including bigger wildfires, longer and hotter heatwaves, and rising sea levels. Whether 
in the form of distributed water solutions to help increase local water supplies and fight fires 
post-earthquake, or the integration of grid-tied solar powered backup systems to keep fire 
stations running, it is immediately necessary to have proactive solutions to prepare the city.
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• By midcentury, the number of extreme-temperature days (above 95 degrees) is predicted to  
  triple in downtown Los Angeles.
• Average temperatures in LA are nearly six degrees hotter than surrounding areas largely  
  due to asphalt in the city.  This is known as the heat-island effect.
• Having distributed water and electricity supplies can help first responders after a   
  disaster, and better assist our most at-risk populations.

DID YOU KNOW?

 

We are prepared for natural disasters, and we decrease 
our vulnerability to climate change.

2035 2035

Reduce urban/rural 
temperature differential

Install 10,000 cool roofs 
by 2017
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  · LA is hiring a Chief Resiliency Officer to help address issues and challenges related to climate and 
seismic risk.

  · LA helped found the LA Regional Collaborative on Climate Action (LARC) to further understand and 
prepare for future climate impacts, while working with UCLA and USC to advance related research.

  · Los Angeles has made significant progress to retrofit our buildings for earthquakes, and now Mayor 
Garcetti’s “Resilient by Design” plan targets additional vulnerable building types for upgrades.

LA’s Leadership To Date 
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2017

Targets 

Long-Term Outcomes

“Return to Normal ”

  · Improve our preparedness and resiliency so 
the city and commercial activity can “return to 
normal” after a disaster as quickly as possible

Near-Term Outcomes

  · Implement enhanced Reverse 911 system to incorporate mobile phones and alerts
  · Install 10,000 new cool roofs
  · Pilot installation of “cool slurry” pavement
  · Develop comprehensive climate action and adaptation plan

Urban Heat I s land :

  · Reduce urban/rural temperature differential by 
at least:

2025 2035

5.58°F * in 2012
Source: Yale-NUIST Center on Atmospheric Environment, using NASA MODIS data
*Annual-mean daytime ΔT

  · Develop measurable targets for post-disaster  
service restoration in the areas of water, 
electricity, communications, and surface 
transportation

  · Develop measurable targets for post-disaster 
service restoration by Tier 1, 2, and 3 City 
Departments
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Strategies & Priority Initiatives

We are prepared for natural disasters, and we decrease our vulnerability to climate change.

VISION

Integrate sustainability and climate resiliency efforts
 
  · Support Chief Resiliency Officer to      
comprehensively address resiliency 

  · Convene group of key technical and academic    
experts to integrate resiliency strategy with      
climate action and adaptation plan 

Ensure Los Angeles’s preparedness for all 
natural disasters

  · Develop citywide WiFi for emergency use 
powered by backup solar power 

  · Expand Port solar installations to incorporate  
backup and emergency power

  · Develop local/regional water storage and         
backup firefighting system 

  · Encourage residential water storage (e.g., rain  
barrels and small cisterns)

    
  · Secure emergency services contracts for       
disaster-response functions

 
  · Increase electricity-based preparedness (e.g.,  
electrical grid and grid upgrades, micro-grids,  
grid-tied backup solar and streetlight solar-to- 
grid) 

  · Develop plan for post-disaster resource 
recovery

  · Improve the seismic resiliency of the LA 
Aqueduct.

Help individuals to be prepared

  · Leverage libraries and other city facilities to  
distribute information on preparedness and  
action plans

 
  · Help individuals understand and implement  
residential backup power systems

  · Conduct regular drills and emergency response            
exercises

Safeguard buildings through seismic retrofits 
outlined in the City ’s “Resilience by Design” 
earthquake preparedness plan

  · Assess and retrofit vulnerable pre-1980 soft 
story and concrete buildings

  · Implement a Seismic Safety Rating System 

  · Create a Back-To-Business inspection program 

Reduce the impact of Los Angeles’s urban 
heat island effect
 
  · Identify neighborhoods with the most asphalt 
cover, highest temperature, and buildings with 
most heat evacuations

 
  · Add additional street trees and cool roofs, 
prioritizing neighborhoods with the most severe 
heat island effect

 
  · Promote “softening” of hardscape in alleys and  
parking lots

 
  · Install cool-pavement and cool-street coverings
 
  · Prepare additional city buildings to function as  
cooling centers and disaster gathering places

Strategies
Priority Initiatives
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