P.O. Box 24 Joshua Tree, CA 92252
www.mbconservation.org
December 11, 2017
To: Bureau of Land Management
Palm Springs – South Coast Field Office
1201 Bird Center Drive
Palm Springs, California 92262
Email sent to: palensolar@blm.gov
Subject: Comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Palen Sola
Power Project DOI-BLM-CA-060-2017-001-EIS
The Morongo Basin Conservation Association is a 501(c) (3) community-based, California Non-Profit
Corporation, incorporated in 1969 and dedicated to preserving the economic and environmental welfare of
the Morongo Basin. We have learned from experience that energy efficiency in the desert is best reached
through better rooftop solar policy and distributed generation/efficiency. Our recent Desert-Wise Living
education programs featured renewable energy options including “Pathways to Zero Net Energy” and
Community Choice Aggregation.
We support the “No Action” Alternative as the only alternative which will do no harm to the biological and
cultural integrity of the landscape.
We are in receipt of the comments from Basin and Range Watch and preface our comments by stating our
endorsement of their analyses and conclusions. We agree with BRW that the No Action Alternative is the
most sensible for this project due to the great impacts it would cause. These impacts existed under the
previous proposals and converting to photovoltaics have not eliminated the conflicts involving hydrology,
biological resources, cultural resources, visual resources, and air quality.
MBCA address the Air Quality/Fugitive Dust, Valley Fever, Avian Mortality and the Lake Effect issues and
Linkage designs.
Air Quality/Fugitive Dust
The Palen project is located in Mojave Desert Air Basin, in the central portion of Chuckwalla Valley, “a region
of active Aeolian (windblown) sand migration and deposition…Aeolian processes play a major role in the
creation and reestablishment of sand dune formations and habitat in the Chuckwalla Valley and those within
the PSEGS area , which covers several different land units…Nearly half of the project disturbance area would
be located in stabilized and partially stabilized sand dunes, wash habitat, and other areas with soils
characteristic of active Aeolian sand migration and deposition.” (Draft EIS 3.15-1). This project relies on the
studies by Philip Williams and Associates ([PWA] 2010) and others to characterize the existing conditions of

sand transport, including evaluating the patterns of sand migration and the potential impacts of solar
development on the sand transport system and the fringed-toed lizard. The Dust that travels hundreds, even
thousands of miles and reaches thousands of feet into the atmosphere is not accounted for. There are no
baseline measurements on the dust that might be released during constructing and operation of the facility.
Fugitive dust – PM10 – is regulated because it is a known health and environmental hazard. It is in
nonattainment for State standards. The fugitive dust problems resulting from the Desert Sunlight Project in
Desert Center are well known.
The Draft Supplemental EIS/EIR/LOPA (3.2-6) states that the nearest monitor in the Mojave Desert Air Basin
for PM10, PM2.5, NO2 and CO is 75 miles west of the project in Palm Springs, which are more urbanized that
the Project’s location and are likely to exceed values at the project location. This is disingenuous. PM10 from
the project site would not be the result of engine combustion but of the disturbed soils. Palm Springs soils
and meteorological conditions are not analogous to the PSEGS site. PM10 is an apple being buried in a crate
of PM2.5, NO2, and CO oranges. The real problems that fugitive dust will cause down-wind receptors, plants
and animals, and the motorists on the I-10 are ignored.
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Time: 3:30 PM
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Patricia Robles, La
Cuna de Aztlan Sacred
Sites Protection Circle,
stated in her 2016 oral scoping comments that she hoped the BLM learned from the past. Her concerns
include: ⎯ Blythe as a recipient of dust from Genesis and other solar projects; ⎯ the desert is being plowed
up, ecosystems are destroyed and left as dust which is blown into the communities; ⎯ environmental justice
is an issue, especially with how many projects were originally proposed; ⎯ desert bioregion is very important
to the world, very hard to restore both plants and animal species and cultural resources.
MBCA encourages the BLM to require baseline monitoring for PM10 on the PSEGS site and to install monitors
at Genesis and Blythe to acquire data on fugitive dust from existing projects. BLM needs ‘to learn from the
past’ to protect the desert for the future.

Valley Fever in the Palen Pass
http://history.amedd.army.mil/booksdocs/wwii/PM4/CH16.Cocciodioidomycosis.htm

WWII History of Valley Fever (Coccidioidomycosis) in the Palen Pass Area, Riverside County
From: U.S. Army Medical Department Office of Medical History. Chapter XVI Coccidioidomycosis, Charles
Edward Smith, M.D.
“Subsequent serologic examinations confirmed the epidemic as coccidioidomycosis. The site of the infections
was specifically located in an area near Pallen Pass, 20 miles west of Blythe, Calif. This was in the maneuver
area where personnel received final polishing. The information was sent at once to the Surgeon General's
Office which immediately notified the Surgeon, Army Ground Forces, that a previously undetermined area
was heavily infected with Coccidioides.” 22
22 (1) Letter, Lt. Col. K. R. Lundeberg, Office of the Surgeon General, to Surgeon, Army Ground Forces, 26 Mar. 1943, subject:
Coccidioidomycosis in the Desert Training Center. (2) Goldstein, D. M., and McDonald, J. B.: Primary Pulmonary Coccidioidomycosis;
Follow-up of 75 Cases, with 10 More Cases from New Endemic Area. J. A. M. A. 124: 557-561, 26 Feb. 1944. (Page 294 – PDF Page 6)

“Although no systematic coccidioidomycosis study was made by the medical staff of the Desert Training
Center Headquarters, an analysis of the area was made by one officer. His survey showed that in the Desert
Training Center coccidioidomycosis was highly endemic in the Pallen Pass Maneuver Area and in the
southern Arizona strip from Yuma to Camp Hyder, whereas it appeared not to be endemic in much of the
northern section of Arizona and in California localities including Pomona, San Bernardino, Camp Young, and
most of the area of Imperial, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties.” 25
25 (1) Letter, Maj. G. A. Young, Jr., MC, to Dr. C. E. Smith, 18 Jan. 1944.(2) Letter, Capt. G. A. Young, MC, to Surgeon,
Headquarters, Communications Zone Desert Training Center, 18 Aug. 1943, subject: Comprehensive Survey of
Coccidioidomycosis in the Desert Training Center, with 2d endorsement. (Page 295 – PDF Page 6)

“However, if there should be future need for reestablishing such a training program and if advantages of
climate and terrain do not outweigh the hazards of coccidioidomycosis, the highly endemic southern rim and
central portion of Arizona and the Pallen Pass area of California as well as the southern and western San
Joaquin Valley should be avoided. “ (Page 296 – PDF Page 7)
Desert Training Center showing
Theatre of Operations from 19421944.
Source of map: Wikipedia

Migratory Birds and the Lake Effect
There is debate about why birds may be attracted to PV panels or solar mirrored surfaces. It is worth feeding
into the debate that birds are attracted to oil spills and pits, tar, and brine pits,

(https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-birds/entrapment-entanglement-drowning.php) wet
parking lots, and other surfaces that appear to be water. Why exactly we don’t know.
Basin and Range Watch provides the following information and noting there is an alarming lack of mitigation
ideas.
For photovoltaic projects, avian mortality is caused by collision and possibly dehydration as birds are unable
to fly away. A study on 7 California large-scale solar projects found that from 2012 to 2016, 3545 mortalities
from 183 species were detected.
It probably is much worse. To judge the avian threat possibilities, year around, one must use the peer
reviewed Cornell Laboratories eBird world wide data base of hot spot bird locations.
(https://ebird.org/ebird/hotspots) Below is a Hotspot Map of the area around the Palen site. The bird is flying
high enough to see the surrounding territory and they are attracted to different sites depending on their
needs – rest, eat, sleep, or all. Many passerines migrate at night and will see stowed panels facing up
reflecting the stars and moon.
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The red balloon is Lake Tamarisk with 289 species seen by 901 spotters who visit during all seasons of the
year.
The blue balloon is the Wastewater Plant that 34 people have visited and reported 72 different species.
eBird data includes a running list of sightings by date and observer, a bar chart with species noted during
what months, and more.

Linkages Designs – South Coast Wildlands
A Linkage Network for
the California Deserts
2012
SC Wildlands

http://oak.ucc.nau.edu/pb1/

Figure 4: Least-Cost
Corridors Displaying
Species Overlap. CloseUp showing connectivity
between the Chocolate
Mountains to Palen
McCoy Mountains.
.

Figure 4 visualizes the importance of the connectivity between the Chuckwalla Mountains and the PalenMcCoy Mountains. Blocking the area with landscape covering solar facility, whether 6.5 square miles
(Proposed Action), 4.8 square miles (Reduced Footprint alternative), or 2.5 square miles (Avoidance
Alternative) that obliterates all life under its panels would sever passage through the area.
We are also charged with considering this project and its relation to climate change. SC Wildlands
considered the importance of maintaining the topographic elements, or land facets, that will interact with
future climate to support future biotic communities. As is seen in Figure 28 land facet connectivity between
the Chocolate Mountains
and the Palen-McCoy
Mountains shows 5
strands going from the
northwest to the
southeast. The Palen
Solar project, whichever
Alternative is chosen,
except for the No Action
Alternative, will cover
from 6.5 to 2.5 square
miles and eliminate the
possibility topographic
connectivity in the East
Mojave.

Figure 10: Network of Focal Land Facet Least-Cost Unions
Figure 10 shows the importance of maintaining land facet connectivity throughout the East Mojave
In conclusion we support the No Action Alternative for this location. The megawatts produced on this site can
be generated elsewhere without long term negative consequences to the environment and human health
that cannot be mitigated.
Sincerely,

Pat Flanagan, director MBCA

