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Photograph Location Map, shows the location and view direction of each photograph.
Photographs and a brief summary of the existing visual elements are shown in Exhibit 3.1‐3, Site
Photographs (see Photographs 1 through 24).
VISUAL CHARACTER
The desert landscape of the proposed project site and immediate surrounding area is characterized
by a broad, flat alluvial plain covered with exposed, tan soils that are intermixed with short golden
grasses and dotted with low, mounded, coarse‐textured desert shrubs. While the solar and energy
storage site and the Calcite Substation site are generally flat, several mounded and craggy hills,
including Peterman Hill and unnamed hills east of the solar and energy storage site, add variety to
the landscape setting. West of SR 247 and west of the Calcite Substation site, the generally flat
terrain gradually rises and then abruptly climbs and transitions to the east‐facing slopes of White
Horse Mountain. This transition of terrain from broad alluvial plain to rugged mountains is repeated
to the northwest of the proposed project sites (i.e., Sidewinder Mountains) and to the north of the
solar and energy storage site (i.e., Ord Mountains). The proposed project sites and the alluvial plain
are abutted by rugged, mountainous terrain to the north, west, and east and as a result, the
landscape is partially enclosed. While distant, the prominent San Bernardino Mountains are visible
from the project site and contribute a scenic mountainous backdrop to the desert landscape.
Several parcels near the solar and energy storage site are delineated by either simple, thin metal
post‐and‐wire fencing or deteriorated low wood post‐and‐rail fencing. Modest, single‐story rural
residences are scattered throughout the landscape, and clusters or stands of trees tend to be
planted along properties where residences front local roads. Six existing rural residences are
located immediately adjacent to the proposed solar energy and storage site.
The alluvial plain underlying the project area is crossed by several paved and numerous straight
dirt roads that branch from SR 247, the main thoroughfare in the area. The surrounding landscape
is marked with regional transmission infrastructure. Three large regional power lines supported by
tall steel lattice towers run east–west adjacent to the project area. Because of the general east–
west alignment of the transmission lines and the vertical scale of towers, multiple steel lattice
towers are visible above the horizon.
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Exhibit 3.1‐1: Regional Landscape Setting

Source: Dudek 2018; ESRI 2018.
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Exhibit 3.1‐2: Site Photograph Location Map

Source: Dudek 2018; ESRI 2018.
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Exhibit 3.1-3: Site Photographs

Photograph 1/KOP 1. Westerly view toward the project
site at the corner of Meridian Road and Waalew Road.
Photograph 1 is representative of what would be seen
by motorists and a limited number of residents on
properties located immediately adjacent to the
project site. The rugged ridgeline and east-facing slopes
of White Horse Mountain are central to the view and
dominate the landscape. The eastern boundary od he
project site is approximately 40 feet away.

Photograph 2/KOP 2. Northwesterly view of the
northern portion of the project site from Meridian Road
between Desert Lane and Tampadero Road. Photograph
2 is representative of views to the project site available
to motorists on local area roads. The view is of
primarily low, horizontal form and line featuring
scattered mounds of desert shrubs and low golden
grasses. The northeastern boundary of the project site is
approximately 765 feet away.

Photograph 3/KOP 3. Southeasterly view toward the
southern portion of the project site from the corner of
Fern Road and Desert Lane. Photograph 3 is
representative of views available to a limited number
of residents on properties immediately adjacent to the
project site. The dilapidated split rail wood fence runs
parallel to Desert Lane and marks the project sit boundary which is approximately 20 feet away.

Photograph 4/KOP 4. Easterly view along Waalew Road
toward the project site. Photograph 4 is
representative of views available to motorists on SR-247
who are approximately 0.5 miles west of the project
site. Due to changes in elevation, views of the valley
floor past the project site are available in the distance
as the terrain rises toward a series of mounded and
staggered dark-colored hills.
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Exhibit 3.1-3: Site Photographs (continued)

Photograph 5/KOP 5. Northerly view from Hanes Road
across the flat, sandy soil and sage covered valley floor
toward the project site which is approximately 0.26
miles away. Photograph 5 is representative of views to
the project site and the existing high voltage
transmission corridor available to local motorists on
Haynes Road.

Photograph 6/KOP 6. Westerly view along Waalew Road
toward the project site and White Horse Mountain.
Photograph 6 is from 0.1 miles east of the solar facility’s
eastern boundary. Visible are thin and tall wood poles
supporting a local electrical distribution line along the
road and residential development that is visible but
sparse and appears to be marked by dark green trees.

Photograph 7/KOP 7. Southeasterly view from SR-247,
near Cummings Road and approximately 1 mile east of
the western boundary of the project site. Photograph 7
is representative of the views to the project site
available to motorists on SR-247 at distances greater
than 1 mile. Unvegetated and low land to the east
creates a lightly colored and thin form in the landscape.
Hills and mountainous terrain are mounded or
pyramidal and display a dark or greyish color.

Photograph 8/KOP 8. Southwesterly view toward the
Calcite Substation site and the distant San
Bernardino Mountains. Photograph 8 is representative
of views available to motorists on SR-247within a
foreground-middleground viewing distance of the
substation site which is approximately 0.6 miles to the
south.
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Exhibit 3.1-3: Site Photographs (continued)

Photograph 9/KOP 9. Northwesterly view from Fern
road across the SR-247 travel lanes towards relatively
flat and undeveloped desert terrain. The eastern
boundary of the Calcite Substation is approximately 0.4
miles away. Visible steel lattice towers gradually rise to
the west then abruptly transition to form the rugged
and rocky east facing slopes of White House Mountain.

Photograph 10/KOP 10. Westerly view located on
northbound SR-247, 0.15 miles north of Haynes Road
and approximately 650 feet east of the SCE Calcite
Substation site. The flat desert terrain gradually rises
to the west and eventually meets the base of rugged
and rocky east-facing slopes of White Horse Mountain.
Two low and rectangular structures are located near
the base of White Horse Mountain to the northwest of
Photograph 10 and no other visible development occurs
to the west of the state route.

Photograph 11/KOP 11. Southeasterly view located on
southbound SR-247, 0.4 miles north of Haynes Road and
approximately 1,600 feet west of the proposed
substation site within the Ord Mountain Solar Project
boundary. Photograph 11 looks across SR-247 towards
the flat desert terrain supporting scattered rural
residences and tall and bold steel lattice towers
associated with electrical transmission infrastructure.

Photograph 12. View facing southeast from Desert Lane
across the project site. Project site is dotted with
saltbush scrub/shrub vegetation. A low wood post and
wire fence are visible above the shrubs. In addition to
thin wood poles supporting a distribution line, several
tall steel lattice towers are visible against the distant
mountainous terrain. Peterman Hill rises from the valley
floor and is located approximately one mile to the
southeast.
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Exhibit 3.1-3: Site Photographs (continued)

Photograph 13. View facing southwest from Desert
Lane and is located near Photography 12. In Photograph
13, the density of scrub shrub vegetation is less than in
Photograph 12 and two tall steel lattice towers
foreground-middleground distance rise above the
ridgeline of mountainous terrain in the background
distance.

Photograph 14. View facing west to White Horse
Mountain from the low hill located in the southeastern
corner of the project site. Two dirt access roads are
shown in the foreground-middleground. Three large
steel lattice towers are located approximately 0.2 mile
to the west but are difficult to detect due to the
presence of tan colored mountainous terrain. An
existing single-story rural residence is located to the
west but tends to blend into the landscape.

Photograph 15. View facing east from Fern Street across
the project site towards existing rural residences and
hills in the foreground-middleground distance zone.
A weathered and dilapidated wood rail fence marks
the western boundary of the project site. Low golden
grasses and mounded shrubs cover the project site.
Metal post and wire fencing is also commonplace in the
landscape as are scattered clusters of trees that tend to
mark the location of rural residential development in
the area. Several tall steel lattice structures traverse the
terrain and rise above the distant eastern horizon.

Photograph 16. View facing south of the previously
farmed and currently fallow project site. The flat form
of the terrain is evident and the density of vegetation is
low.
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Exhibit 3.1-3: Site Photographs (continued)

Photograph 17. View facing northeast of the previously
farmed and currently fallow project site. The flat form
of the terrain is evident and the density of vegetation is
low.

Photograph 18. View facing southeast from No End
Road/SR-247 across North Lucerne Valley. Off-site visual
elements (mounded shrubs, flat terrain) are similar to
on-site elements yet the wider perspective offered at
No End Road/SR-247 provides views to locally
prominent hills and the hazy silhouettes of distant
mountainous terrain. Thin dark lines displayed by
distribution and transmission support structures are
noticeable but are not visually prominent.

Photograph 19. View facing north from North Side Road
toward the project site which is obscured by several
trees located adjacent to SR-247. Evidence of illegal
dumping is visible and the wood distribution line
support rises above the seeming low and distant
ridgeline. A portion of Peterman Hill located 0.5 mile to
the north screens views to the project site.

Photograph 20. View facing northwest of the valley
landscape from local roads in the surrounding area.
The valley terrain is generally flat and covered with low
mounded shrubs. Tall and spreading trees are typically
located near rural residential development and act as
visual screens from roadways. Electrical distribution and
transmission infrastructure traverses the landscape and
when viewed in close proximity, wood poles and steel
lattice towers are skylined.
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Exhibit 3.1-3: Site Photographs (continued)

Photograph 21. View facing south of the valley
landscape from local roads in the surrounding area.
The valley terrain is generally flat and covered with low
mounded shrubs. Tall and spreading trees are typically
located near rural residential development and act as
visual screens from roadways. Electrical distribution and
transmission infrastructure traverses the landscape and
when viewed in close proximity, wood poles and steel
lattice towers are skylined.

Photograph 22. View facing north from the Desert
Lane/Meridian Road intersection. The rough textured
surface of Desert Lane is evident and screening trees
have been installed on rural residential properties. The
scale of residential development in the surrounding area
is visible, as is the storage of vehicles and equipment on
residential properties.

Photograph 23. View facing south from the southern
project boundary toward a seemingly abandoned
residence. Most of the one-story structure’s windows
have been boarded up with plywood and there is
evidence of vandalism (i.e., broken glass window) along
the north-facing elevation. In addition to the residence,
two additional small structures are located on the
property and appear unkempt.

Photograph 24. View facing northeast from Fern Road
(just north of SR-247) toward the existing transmission
line and steel lattice structures. Existing steel lattice
towers are visually prominent. Low residential
structures and dark green residential landscaping are
also visible but do not attract attention in the view. The
mountainous terrain displays rugged forms and lines
and tones of brown and grey and, along with steel
lattice towers, tend to co-dominate the view.
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